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OR, A CALL TO SUCH 
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THE RIGHTEOUSNESS 


OF 
THE LORD'S JUDGMENTS ASSERTED; 


OR, 
A CALL TO SUCH 
AS LOVE TO FARE SUl\fPTUOUSLY 
EVERY D,AY, 
T
 bring their Deecù unto tl&e Light u'hich is come by Jesus C/n-ist; ,even to 
his Light in the Conscience, u'hich would make manifest the tltings that are 
highly esteemed amollg :Jlen, wltile an abomination in tile sight of God i-if 
haply, there may yet be space to repent of the Sorcery and Fornication which 
they have committed thl'ough Coretousness, u'hidt is Idoltltry; by u:hic1t the 
Stumbling-bl()ck of Iniquity is set. ttp to wOf'ship Devils, and Idols of gold 
and silver, and sensllal ltOnow's altd delights ;-:-fJf whic11 all People are 
u'arned t,} beware, lest the Dispmsations of the Lord, and tlte time of their 
-cisitation slip away, and the wofttl D,ty overtake tltem at unawares: but 
that u'hile tltey have space, tltey '11kty bring f01th P,'uit.<; meet fur Repentance, 
IltlLt so t/tey might disCfTn the Signs of the Times, and tltut wltÌch deeply 
&oncerns their mcn Condition. 


A HIXT 


TO 
l\IERCHAXTS, TRADERS, AND LA1VYERS; 
AND TO SUCH, AS (IN R\ßEL'S LANGLAGE,) ARE CALLED 
THE NOßILITY AKD GEl\TRY; 


BVT ABOVE ALL, TO THOSE CALLED 
CLERGY, 
If so be, t/tey may be prO'l.'oked to Jealousy, that f"I,cn some of t/tem may yet 
be aroused to look to thcil' Foundation, 


ALSO, 
AX EARSEST EXPOSTULATION \VITH SUCH 
AS SPEAK OF El\IAXCIPATION. 


AND 


AN APPEAL 


TO 


TUE RUI..ERS OF THESE REALl\IS; 


WRITTEN BY O
E OF 'THE '\'lEANEST OF THEIR SUBJECTS; 
WHO (TH01..
GH UNWORTHY TO ESPOUSE SUCH A CAUSE,) 
IS A HEARTY WELL-WISHER OF THE NAT!ON, AND 
THE R{;L
RS THEREOF; 
TllO
IAS GOOCCH. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


JV E read of no crime, tlzrou
ltout tlte Scripl1u'es, 
'lv/lic h 'more J'I'iquently drew do'u'n divine vengeance 
tlpon people and nations, titan tltat of forsaking 
ate Lord and going after oilier gods, 'lv/tercby 
they became corrupt and brut is/t in life anrI know- 
ledge. 
And moreover, we may likewise observe, tlwt tlte 
main root afl.d ground Q{ all that idolatry, u'as 
seifisltness, covetousness,O'1' tlte love ofnlOlley, 'lv/tich 
is called tlte root qf all evil; wldcl" still cawieih 
people to err from tile true and living fait/l in God, 
(as in i, Timothy vi.) and so piercetll 'll'itll mall!! sor- 
rows, and 'l'aiseth a .!fulf oj darkness, like as Jolin 
describe!J' (signifying tllings wltich should tl'f'll slwrt- 
1!J comc to pass,) lie salL' tlte smoke rise out of the 
pit, wltich dal'keneth botú sun and llir; (see 
Rev. ix,) and /lat/t not that pit beelt opened, b,y 
-6uclt as a'l'f highly esteemed oj men, yea, eve1/. c!Jfeem.- 
ed as bright luminaries, 01' sial's of the/h'st order? 
And may it not now be queried, 'lcltellur tlllrre 
ever was any age of tlte world, 'll'lte'l'eÏ1t it/olatry did 
more rage, titan at the present time? or is II,Pre 
arty nation 'lL,I,erein it more aboulld,f; lIwn (ml' OIl'lt? 
$eei'llg (as tlte Scripture sl1itú,) t/,al covptOll.'i'JU'SS 
is idolatr!J, and tile love tJj money is tile root of all 
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et'il; and that appears all aloTJg, to have been a 
'I1win cause of tlte vanities iuto 'iI'hiclt tlte people 
jail' away Ùt the time oj lIle law aull the prophets, 
even unto the f(ospelt imes, yea, so largely set forth 
and tlte subject so dwelt upon tltrOlll.{hout the 
Sc'riptu'res, tlwl to aclve1't to texts of tltat import, 
m(!fltt seem [ilte taking from tke 'll'e(!{ht l!!' 
tltat wlllck Ü set jortlt tltrougluntt the w/wle; hut 
when, I recite a particular passage, I only mean to 
say-see IlOw lilæ these lIrc to the ,Ycriptures 
tkroug lto ill. 
How nzærvellollsly clear, dotlt .L'I05CS point out 
and foretell of tl,eir 'rcvoltings, and consequent 
judgments, as we may read Ùt Deut, xxxii. q"c. 
wlticlt appear so applicable to our sLate, eve'lt to ll'e 
p'l'esent day, Owt I s/wll ljltote a Jew IÙtes, in orde'l' 
to 'l'ejèr to tlte 'lc/tole. 
Speaking in tlte name of the Lord, lte saitl, ; 
" tltey havc 'lJtoved me to jeaIO'lui!}. witlt iltat 'ie/tiel" 
is not G vd; tlte!lltave pl'ol:oked me to linger 'lVitl" 
tlleir vanities: and 1 will move tltem to jealous!} 
u'it/t IIlOse 'll'nic/t are not a people; 1 'loill provoke 
lItem to a'i
!(er willt a fòolis/t natio'll. 9"c. 1 will 
/teap misc/tiels UpOJl tlwm; 1 'lcill spend mine ar- 
1'OlC
 llport litem." (Dellt xxxii. 21. 2:J.) 
And lite prop/lets lament the like 'i'evoltings and 
evils, 'll'lticlt are written }ur uu,. lL'antÙtg. . 
Jeremialt likens LIte eldltgltter oj Zion to a come- 
ly a/tel rleli(,llle WOJJlWt; even at tlte ii'me 'lclte/t he 
saitlt, tlwl " /j'om t Iw least of tl,nlL unto the great- 
est every oue is giren Lo covetoUSJlC$S; and /)"01
 



iii 
the prophet even unlo the priest every otie deaZetlt 
Jalsel!!; and so tllpy lteated tlte hurt of the people 
sliglltly, saying. peace, peace, lL'úe1t tltCre is 110 
peace; and u'el'e not as/t{lmed u'l,nl they committed 
ahomination, neit/ler could tltey blttsll; tlterejol'e'. 
(Ite saitlt) "thry s/tall fall among them that lall; 
at.lke time tkat I slwll visit tltem thcy s/lall he 
cast down, saitll 
/te Lo'rd." (!'!iee Jel'eJlzlalt \ i,) 
And)n C/lap. ii. saith," 'Ivlty tril1lmfst tltOu tlty 
way to leek love? tlterefore hast tltOu also taugltt 
tile 'wicked ones tllY 'ways: also in tlty slâl'ts is 
found tlte blood of ti,e souls of tile poor innocents: 
I have not fO'ltnd it by secret scarclt, hut 'lIpon all 
these; yet tl,OU soyest, because I am, innocent, 
surely /lis angel' sllall turn jrom me; behold I 'will 
plead wit/t lltee, because IllO'll sayest, I Itave not 
sinned." (Je'r. ii, 33. 34. 35.) 
And suell appears to I,ave been tlte state, in w/tick 
the Redeemer jO'll1ld tllem, 'when he came, jor tlte 
l)'J'inging in oj tile better IlOpe, eve'll, the llOpe oj tile 
glorious and free Gospel; who fir our sake also, 
condescended to reason witll tltem, that u.e likeu'ise 
should be inst1'ucted, eve'll, by many SU'Cll sayings fCS 
these: 
" He tltat is faitliful Ù" that u'lticlt is least, is 
faitlifui also in 'much; and he that is 'Unjust in tlte 
least, is unjust also Ì1t 'lnuclt; if tltere/ore!le have 
not heen faithful Ù" the unrig/tteous lJla'JJZ1Jlon, 'lV/tO 
'IV ill commit to !Jour trust lite true ricltes? and if ye 
have '/lot been fttitlifui in tltat 'lvlticlt is anotlter 
man's, wl,o 
hall give you t/lat wltic/I, is you'}' own J 
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No servant can serve tu;o masters; for eit/,er lte 
will Jwie tile one, a'ltd lo've tIle other; or else he 'will 
lwld to tite one, and despij'e tlte otller; !Je cannot 
6el'Ve God and lJIamnwn. And the Pharisees also 
wlw were covelou$, I,ea-I'd alltnese things; and tMy 
derided /tim. And he said unto Illem,!Je are they 
which jus/if!! yourselves before men; but God know- 
etl" !Jour hearts; for t!tat w}LÌcl, is Il
!(hl!l esteemed 
among men is abomination in the sight cif God." 
( Luke xvi. 10. 11. 12. 13. 14. 15) 



PREFACE. 


Some serlOUS Reflections, hy way of Preface; 
witlt a sl,ort allusion to tltose called tlte Nobility 
and Gentry: and otller Remarks (touc/ling the 
Signs of ti,e Times,) oj too general tendency 
to he brougltt into the jòllowing Sections. 


THESE Reflections are not the result of 
rash, hasty imagination, or speculative notions, 
neithe." have the contending inte."ests, or jarring 
sentiments which hath appeared in the world, 
been any ind ucement to me, thus to come forth as 
a fool, in their view, who may he prudent in their 
own sight; nay, but these remarks may rather 
be accounted as the lnere gleauings, or fragments, 
of some mournful cogitations and forebodings of 
that harvest which may be fast ripening. And 
though this be Lut as the residue of a shaken 
tree, or like unto a few berries of the uttermost 
"8 
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branches, even as the fOl"ebodings of that harvest 
which may yet Le as a heap in the day of grief 
and desperate sorrow, because the people know 
not the Lord, neither consider the operation of 
his hand. A nd seeing that t
tey can calcu
ate 
the ages of the world, and the regions thereof, 
even abo,'e and beneath, how is it then, that they 
know not the Lord, (the maker of a1l things,) 
neither consider the operation of his hand? is it 
Qot because they wilt not know nor consider? 
therefoa"e they see not, neither can they hear, even 
because they would not see nor hear" 
" 'Vho hath ears to hear, let him heal"," is a 
solemn admonition often repeated in Scripture-; 
yea, and even whe."e the words are not litcrally 
a1ike, the wanling appeal"s to he equally stroug 
anù pointed; whether it 
peak
 of hearing, seeing, 
feeling or under
tanding : it is remarl\ahle in what 
di,'e."s manners of speech the sallie thing is 
et 
before us; as if in order that we should he 
reasolled with, in a1l maulle.. of ways tlae most 
awakelling, to arouse maukilld frolll a state of 
spiritual lethargy, yea even if so he, that some 
should be more likely to be attracted by one 
Inanner of speech, and others by something 
differeut; yet Lnt oue uuiforlu language, to 
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8\ 'ake and can upou God, with t4e unfailin
 
promise annexed, that Christ would give them 
li
ht; insomuch, that if such as 
id nçJt hear 
1\!us!2S 
H}d. the Prophets would not be pers,
adeq 

hlJn:.;h O,I
.
 ro
e from the dead, how shou\

 \
 
eSf'app, if we "lake light of the 8ayilJ
s also, of 
Ch rist ar d his Apo
t1es ? 
1-\ud no\v, all ye who profess faith iu Christ, 
(if 
e re\'erence his sayings) tal

 
otice how se- 
,'e.rely the 
or
 upbraided the peop1e (al
long 
whom he walked), because they could not di
cern 
... . . 
th
 signs of the times, whereby it is evident, tha,t 
they should have kno\YI1 if it had not been their 
own fault, seeinz that he is no hard master, no r 
' ..... I , t 
eVfr required impossibilities; but h
 r.easoned 
"'it!} them (by which also he reasone
h with 
IS) t? 
shew, that they had ample faculties for to see hear, 
aud understand, and he also sheweth the ca.use 
. ... 1,. 
\\'
)y they could not use their faculties; 
nld tJlat 
js, becan

 they would npt, we In
y therefore see, 
that þi
 light, and grace, an 1 t/uth, hath appeare4 
.to all, tJlongh s
lcb as reject him, receive his grac
 
in 

jn, i)J whom the light 
ecomes darkness; 
purl now, let ns awfl1l1y remember the cans
 
which the Lord 
heweth, why they copld n.ol 
,see; oh! if )1e regard his s.
Jings, rn

k we
l wha 
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he saitb, even that it is not because they had no 
eyes 9 but because they had two eyes, and one 
blinded the other, because the eye was not single, 
for" if thine eye be single thy whole body shall 
be full of light." (11Iattlw'lV, vi. 22, 23-Luke, 
xi. 3-1.) Behold, oh ! ye IInhp1ievers ill the light, 
the calise of )'OIJr unbelief, even that ye cannot 
believe or see, because ye have two e)les, or an 
evil eye, even when the Lord, by his light or 
conviction in the conscience shews what is good, 
aud reproves the evil, then there is not a taking 
heed thereunto in such as do evil; because they 
bate the light, who hate its reproofs and terr01'S 
for sin, and would not part with those things 
,,'hich are reproved and matle manifest by the 
ligllt,-but have another eye, that looks uut, to 
(lave the lusts and inc1inations of the flesh, and 
tIle corruption thereof, frotn the death blow 
which the Lord would bring upon them; and that 
i8 the evil eye, which fills the \
 hole body with 
darkness; and that is the eye also, which looks 
out after the glory of this world, and minds 
what others say, and have said, and done, that 
tlwy may follow their example; but would not 
follow the Lord, nor trust him, because he would 
ipare no lust; such would rather learn of men, 
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who would teach them to sa"e that which. their 
soul Justeth after, e\'en that wisdom and friend. 
ship, which they take to be the high road to the 
bonours and profits of this world, or whatever he- 
loved ohject lies nearest to the heart, whether 
within or withont; if Satan ('an but draw Ollt the 
mind to look at and follow it, instead of looking 
to the Lon], that is the evil eye, which so looks 
(jut to man rather than Gud, w herelJy the whole 
Lod)' becomes full ùf darkness. 
So it is with all the sons anrl daughters of 
Adam in the fa]]; since the ùay wherein the 
tempter was hearkened nnto, and that e)'e opened 
in Adam and Eve, which looked upon the tree of 
knowledge, anrl saw it pleasant to the e
'es, a tree 
of desire to make one wise, and hearkened to the 
tempter, (who said they shoultl be as Gods,) and 
so let in an aspiring mind, which destro
 ed all 
their felicity; but how happy wpre they, while 
they had an pal', only to hear add oL{'y ",hat the 
Lord bad COlllll1alHied them; hut when there was 
an ear opened to hear routrary to bis command- 
ment, and an e)'e to see \\' hat the Lord uevershewed 
them, nor desired them to look after, behold what 
death and dal'kness was the effect thereof; alas! 
bow was the ear, the eye, and altogether throwrl 
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()11t uf order, beYOI.d the reach of any cou'parison, 
iusolHuch tll
t death came upon them e\ en "hite 
;.\11\ e in the (,O{) y; 3tH) the I
ord's voice, (w hich 
they had heard with l!eli b h1,) uow Lecame a 
terror 
 and that eye w l!ic:h L)('fore could see 
nothin
 hut harmony and iunnceneç, became 
1,Jinued with lH\ilt and shamp; aud that under- 

tan'1ing whic.h had Hamed the creatures whid. 
the Lord had madf.', he(
ame so d.'rallged, a
 to 
thiuk of hiding, (in tlw gart1
n.) from lhe Lord 
\\'ho is oll1l1ip' e
ent. 
Aud wOlulerflll as all that should now 3Pp e i u , 
it is so exa(,tly the state "of all the sons 'nq 
daughters of _\dam in the fall, that 110 Jangnag(' 
could more 
trjkillgly set forth the condition ot 
snch as hearkeu to the temptt'r at this da
7, and 
,,110 also hear and fuJlow the ,"oice of such as af(
 
Legui1ed by the 
nLtilty of the serpent; thp 
Lur
rs voice is a terror to all that hate the li
"t, 
-aud that is the cùudt'muation of all that love 
darkness rather tha!) the light; 
uch woul{1 heal' 
.and oLey, (
ea at
d tru!o'l) man I'athe." t)Jan the 
Lord; they that hate the li
::ht, would hide from 
God, (who is light,) as Adam did, and that i
 
the state of all his so us and <langhtPI's in the fal1, 
aud will r
HJain so for ever, with e\'ery 
oul that 
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would lIot come to Christ the Red eelll P I', tuft of 
the fall, who i
 the repairer' of the breach, aud 
thc resturer uf paths tu rl well in. 
Aud when he came into the world .in that pre- 
pared body, to redeem mankind, and re
tOl'e the 
joys of God's s
lvation to the ends of the earth
 
\ve may obsel:\'e, that many. who were highly 
esteemed an1ong'st mcn, and thought most emiueut 
for wisdom, learlling and piety, wére the IJlO
t 
severely uphraided by Oltl' Saviom', as men who 
could not discern the signs of the )times; yea, 
they <<'el'e caned such as had eyes that could not 
see, ears thåt could not hear, and hearts which 
could not under
tand, and even such of the chief 
rulers as belic\'ed on him, did nÚt confess him, 
because they )ove<.J the Pl'aise of men more than 
the praise of God, for the world h}' wisdom knew 
him lInf, nay, Lut theÜ' chief I'ulers and scribes, 
(who were e
tepmed as the cPlltre aud fountain of 
light -aud nnderstaudin
,) were the furthest off 
from ha\"ing that eye openêc1, which could 

e the 
things tit at Lelohged to their ppace, and they 
were the me!l, who, with theil' subtilty, CI aft, ami 
covetousness, 'tended most wofnl1y to dal'ken 
the milld
 of the people, and settle them down 
secure iu the way'which leaùs to destruction, as 
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we may read in 1'Ialtllew, xxiii. 1JIarl
, xii. Luke, 
xx. .Joltn, ix. alHI many other parts of Scripture; 
and that" hich hardeued the heart and darkened 
the understanding in that da
', will ne\'el' enlighten 
it in any age of the wodd. 
Yet now alas, how many who I"ead those say- 
iugs, pass them over, as if they should not be ap- 
plicable to their own state, and as if they were 
only recorded as a declaration of what took place 
in that day; but are they not also written for our 
instruction, correction, and admonition, that so 
we may be warned (by that which befell the Jews) 
to beware of rejecting the Sa"iour as they did, 
whereby they were left in a state of death, dark- 
ness, and self-righteousness? and now, all sorts 
of people are equally warned thereby, let theil" 
profession be what it nlay, whether of the national 
way of religion, or the 1I10st zealous dissenter, or 
whatever else, whether professor or profane, or 
however circnmstallceJ in the world, high or low, 
rich or poor, all of us together may do well to 
take notice, how many sorts, ways, and opinions, 
were among the Jews, which (however widely 
they f1iffered one from another) were an profess- 
ing- to look for the l\Iessiah, and yet, how \\'ofnlly 
did they (or lnost of them) reject hitn when he ap- 
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peared? because they wel'e carnally n1inded, and 
uot spiritual, hut t looking ont for somethillg suita- 
ble to man.s wi
dom, by which each was built up 
ill their own way; insomuch, that (how far soever 
they differed from each other) some of an sorts 
seemed agreed in rejecting the Sa\iour; but most 
of all, their great and wise one
, who could not 
bear the purity, simplicIty, and spirituality of 
is 
life aud doctrine; which being so contrary to their 
,vis<1om, and to their carnal selfish views, that 
they were filled with madness, insomuch, that 
some of the most moderate amongst them would 
say, these are hard sayings who can bear thelD? 
others said he hath a devil aud is luad, why hear 
ye him? 
And now, is there not as g,'eat danger at this 
day, that Ulany "' ho make a high professiou, and 
speak highly of his coming and mfldiation, (yea, 
and of the redemption which comes by Christ,) 
yet may withstand the glorious design thereof, as 
stiff as ever the Jews did, who were the betrayers 
and murderers of the Prince of Life? Alas, wbat 
shall be sai
1 of high professing Christians, who 
go about to establish their own righteousness; 
settling down in their different forms of religion, 
aud as zealous for the ceremonies thereof, as ever 
c 
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tbe Jews were, \vllile as yet, they D1ay be equal1y 
from beneath, as the Jews in their ceremoni
s, 
yea, and with less command for their observance 
of them than the Jews, who were commanded to 
observe the figures of tIle ceremonial law in i (8 
season, until Christ came; and will not the mere 
formal christian be far more inexcusable than the 
Jew, if so be, that after a1l their profession of the 
Lord from Heaven, (the quickening spirit,) tbey 
f;hould yet sit down in that which is from beneath, 
even the works of the flesh? not submitting to his 
righteousness which is of faith, and so not be"" 
lieving in his hea,'enly promise of his law writ-ten 
in the heart, even the law of the spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus, which should change the heart, and 
make all things new, and aU of God, in righteous- 
ness and true holiness, even as by making tbe 
inside clean, the outside should be clean also, yea, 
aJl the life aud conduct of the true Christiau 
sllould be of a piece, like the exau1ple left us by 
the Lord, that we should foHow his steps, as 
Peter saitb, (1 Peter, ii. 21,) aud if we should 
follow his steps in suffering, ho\v could we do 
Dtherwise in conduct through life; yet now. after 
all, if we say (or think) as tbe Jews did. who 
laid. these are hard sayings, who can bea.. i&. and 
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in Jike manner thrust his good spirit and ways far 
(rom us, and so go out from his spirit and coun.. 
cH, and settle down in a form of godliness, with- 
out the power; such go from the religion of Je
Ut
, 
let the forn1 be what it may. 
''fhe Scripture chargeth us to turn a way from 
flJuch as go' away from tlJe power of God; 
(2 Timotn!J, iii. 5,) and saith, that such as IJad tbe 
form of godliness, yet were proud and covetous, 
yt'a, and lovers of pleasure more than lovers of 
God, but Christ, the power of God, redeems out 
of all iniquity, so we may see, that the religion or 
Jesus is neitber more nor less than his own spirit 
aud power made manifest in the soul; and John 
saith, al1 who deny that were of Antichrist, so 
that the fairest, and most specious profession of 
Christ that ever yet appeared, without his spirit, 
is at best but a bastard, brought forth by the great 
mother of harlots and abominations of the earth, 
and that is the birth which at this day corrupteth 
the earth, and fills it with violence, yea, with tbe 
violence which is done to the convictions of tbe 
Prince of Life, by such as profess him, while their 
life and conduct say, away with such a one frolll 
the earth, and release unto us the robber, yea even 
that which bath robbed and spoiled the earth, and 
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fined it with violence, (who can read this?) that 
which is of the earth, earthy, would rather bear, 
and be more at liuerty with the robber, even 
though they should have tasted of the spoil, con- 
fusion, and insurrection which he had made since 
the days of Adam, yet he being of their own 
natnre and spirit, they could bear with him rather 
tban Christ, who is not of this world, aud whose 
spirit an crucify unto themselves, who Ii, e after 
the flesh, even while they may shew great zeal, and 
nJake a specious profession of the go
pel, and 
wonlrl he much offended to be called ulJuelievers. 
And aftt:'r all that hath heen done for the na- 
tion
 called Christendom, who profess that blessed 
faith of which the Jews proved themselves unwor- 
thy through their unbelief, yet if we who profess 
that precious faith, 8hould fall into the like despe- 
rate depravit)1, with which they were uphraided, 
as the cause, not only of th
ir wofol calamities, 
but also the cause, ',hy they could not read or un- 
derstand even the judgments of the Lord de- 
nounced against themselves; and thus the Scrip- 
ture seUeth forth the cause, saying, "wherefore 
the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near 
Jlle with their month, and with their lips do honoul
 
lue, but ha\'e removed their heart far from uu:
. 
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and their fear toward lTIe is taught by tile precept 
of men :-therefore, behold, I will proceed," &c. 
(Isaiah xxix. 13.) and although that was addres
f'd 
to the people of I
rael, yet it stanris as a warning 
to the ages of the worltl, and now after all that 
the Lord hath done for us, if we should forsake 
him, and go after other gods as they did, should 
we not be more guilty and far less excusable than 
the Jews, against whom the anger of the Lord 
waxed hot, and his fierce wrath was often poured 
forth upon them for serving other gods; whereby 
the heart became dark and gross, and their manners 
corrupted, until at last they were destroyed li"onl 
being a gathered people: and we who have had 
a gracious offer of the precious faith (which they 
lost), and ha\e even been partakers of a foretaste 
of mallY hlessed effects, which should be the por- 
tion of the true believer, even as it respects the life 
that now is, with many precious demonstrations 
of the blessed fruition thereof, in that which is to 


come. 
Such is the foretaste which hath been set forth 
before the Christian world by a cloud of witnesses 
through the long forbearance of God, which hath 
not been for our own righteousness, but according 
to the greatness of his mercy; and if (after all,) 
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1Ye bhould (ollow lying vanities, and forsake that 
sure mercy, by going after other gods as the Jews 
did, thoug-h quite in a different way; yet if the 
heart be remo\'ed fi'om the Lord, there lieth the 
",hole e\'il, yea, the evil nature is then put on, 
:lnd the dÏ\'ine nature departed from; for no good 
thing can proceed out of the heart which depart- 
eth from the Lord, and he is not as a man that 
cou1d be mocked with empty I) jng compliments 
of lip hpnour, 01' other pet{ormance, while the 
beart is fétr f.'om hi p 1J, serving other gods, for 
whatsoever the h.eart of man goes .after, t.hat is 
his god, aud if it b
n earthly corruptible object, 
that will corrupt and darken tbe miud and Ulan.., 
ners of such as cleave thereunto; and that is the 
root and ground of idolatry, ",hich cOl'fupteth 
the earth. 
. Therefore if the heart go from the fear and law 
of tÞe Lord written therein, and so become dark, 
gr()s
, and earthly, géing after covetommess and 
the \ianitif's of the world, which were the vanities 
of tlJ(;' Ileathen that knew no God; would it not 
then be just aud righteous with the J,..4onl, the 
J ndge (
f an the earth, who win do right, and 
llath slwwlI long forbearance, which if we slight, 
:\.ud \Vil
 I
ot turn to him that smiteth (or chasleu.. 
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f'th in mercy,) would it not then be just and l'iglJ- 
teons with him, for to deal with us, in righteous 
. jnrlgment, and fury poured forth, seeing that it is 
bi8 unalterable purpose, to erect 8 standard of righ- 
teousness in the nations? hath he not a right to 
rule, break, and dash to pieces, (all that will not 
be fashioned conformable to his will,) until he 
comes to rule, whose right it is? and if that should 
appear to us, to be effected in (comparative) 
slow degrees, should not his forbearance and long 
suffering lead us to repentance, even so as tho- 
roughly to amend our ways, and our doings, 
rather than to stout it out, until the overflowing 
scourge pass over, when there 
hould be no re- 
medy ? 'Vho knows but the Lord IDay yet hasten 
his work, and cut it short in righteousness, in a 
manner which we have not yet witnessed; and 
such are the considerations which I feebly aim 
at bringing into view, by the following plain sitn- 
pIe reflections. 
And now if I can do nothing for the truth. I 

bould be sorry indeed to do any thing against it; 
and as I desire, that none who read (the fol.. 
lowing pages,) should hurt themse} ves, (by in- 
dulging impressions resulting from th
 lightness of 
. vain mind;) I would earnestly and affectionatel, 
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remind some, of a caution which they may read 
ilJ 
criptl]re, that is, " (heff
f,)re be uot ye mocker
, 
k
t your bands be made strong;" aud although 
llJany may be cJisposed to deride what they read ' 
herein, and view it with contempt aud ridicule; 
yet I am persuaded, that whoever thou art, that 
n 1 ay read this little book, (strange or awkward as 
it should appear) thou may find something therein 
to suit thy own condition, whatever may be thy 
state or situation, or however circumstanced in 
life; and I myself, if I should live to see it at a 
future day, desire to be preserved in such a state 
of mind, as to be instructed by rf'marks that may 
be found therein. 
Nevertheless, I am quite aware, that there.are 
many things about it, (heside what may be 
t)lought of the singularity of the subject,) which 
will appear to the self-righteous critic, exceeding 
rude, and unfit for to appear in an age alld nation 
so polished, refined, and reformed as those in 
which we now live; but all that and much more 
that might be said of the like kind, have 1ittle or 
no weight with me, though I would not (willingly) 
offend any, yet, as offences will come, I would 
remind such as may be offended, to remember, 
that it cometh by sud} as cause the offenct-, ratlJt'r 
than by him that pointeth out tbe cause -; and 



XXI 
11ere it seems as well for me, 
lightly to birit at at 
few of the mo
t promillent ohjections, that luay 
occur to many, or most readers, who nlay be 
strongly prejudiced against what is herein set i 
forth. 
And first, I know that" Borne would object: that 
many thilJgs like what is held forth herein: hath 
been already advanced by evil-minded men, whose 
designs therein wet'e mischievous; to which I would 
answer, that I am satisfied in Iny own Coilscience," 
which I tt'nst will bear me witness, that I dare' 
not join in any wise with those whose designs 
were evil, let their p.'eteusions be what they 11lay ; 
and if sllch should seem to nlake a handle of 
some evils whid} I may point out, yet their being 
taken notice of by evil-minded men, luay not be 
a sufficient cause for me to pass them by, thougb 
I never chose to go their way; and now, if mis- 
chievous, evil milJded men, should say \Vhat we 
know to be true, and should complain of' abuses 
and of e\'il ways, would that be a reason why 
they should lIot be bf:'lieved? or that they who 
commit such things, should still persist therein, 
b
cause in-di
posed men pointed at them? would 
not that be sinning with a high hand indeed? If' 
I should fall. iuto the mire, and should" my 
D 
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ad versary meet me and make sport of my filthy 
condition, would that be a reason for me to 
tumble into it again? or that my friends should. 
not help Ole or take notice of my situation? and 
because Iny enemy watched after me for evil, is 
that a reason why my friend 8hould not look to. 
wards me for good? Albeit I am aware, that a 
desperate disease may sometimes be followed by 
desperate consequences: and is it not high time 
to look about, when the sword of the wicked 
fo:eems dra
n against tbe iniquity of a nation, 
seeing that righteous men would not be fit to 
execute the Lord's vengeance upon a guilty 
people? 
* And now, as the length and tediousness of the 
whole may appear objectionable to most readers, 
especially at this day, when the world seems bUl"- 


, · As to ihat common objedion. that the repeiiiion of the same 
words is tiresome and tali:es away from the weight; 
I would answer, that such a conclusion may. be erroneous. if 
resting only with the hearer or the reader. who (pemdveuture) 
could feelliUle or no weight in tht> most solemn subject, if only 
once repeated, or never mentioned at aU; and then. if such should 
be repeaiedly cal1t;d upon, to attend to things in which they felt 
no interest. (though of the deepest concernment to themselves;) 
it is no marvel if such should think a repetition both insipid and 
tiresome, while the soul cleaveth unto the dust of the earth, settling 
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tbened with publications: I may say, thatis far from 
being my choice; for I aimed at brevity through- 
out as 111uch as I was capable; and could easier 


down in that fearful state, which saitb, U yet a little sleep, a 
liUle slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep;" (Pro- 
verbs, xxiv.) 
I shall repeat some cases over and over again, because tbat I have 
often thought it a marvellous thing, that many, (who are very te- 
nacious about non-essentials,) least of all mind that which is of 
the greatest magnitnde; and thus, if any say, wherefore should he 
so often repeat our Saviour's manner of reasoning with the Jews 1 
I might say to such a one, that I repeat it OVf>r and over again, 
because thou seem to forget, that it is an unspeakably important 
part of the New Testament, which deeply concerns all sorts of 
})('ople. 
\Ve may frequenUy perceive, both in the Old and New Testa- 
ment, the same words repeated, in order to call the attention to 
the solcmuity of the subject.-Jeremiah, in his epistle to tbe 
captive Jews, (to shew, that the gods of the nations are no gods,) 
mentions their gods thirty times in that one chapter; and what if 
it might be proved, even at this day, that the gods of many who 
('all themselveB Christians, are no gods. 
But I need not aUf"mpt any thing by way of apology, well 
knowing, that after all that I should say, I could never satisfy 
some; seeing that such as resolve to. put off real seriousness until 
the day of doom, would be sure to throw asirle these Reflections, 
as 
tpp
aring tedious and tiresome; while at the same time, if they 
Iud with some trifling lying tales, they might spend hours over 
such things, without tbiuking them tedious or tiresome! ! 
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}lave made it a c1('allolJ
er, but as I desire to be 
fuHy unùer
tooit, ] could not set forth my views 
dear and explicit in few words, as others. might 
do, seeing that my compl'phelision and memory 
is duJ) and feeble; aruJ it lUay easily be seen, that 
1 am quite what is called illiterate, anù al- 
though I \Vould by no means bli
ht or undervalue 
leal'IJ,Ì1
g i.u its place, yet I do 1I0t hereby mean to 
apol

ize fQr my defect therein; as I know be- 
yond a shadow of doubt, (ha\iug seen, as plain 
as I see t!1e paper I write upon,) that if I had 
been f.tÏthflÌI to the Lord, he would enable me to 
expre
s myself as I ought to speak. And !llthongh 
it may be cßJled ,'ery rude, aud the style appear 
exceelling lo
 aud mean, yea, and what would 
be calleJi b.a
e and foolish; )'et I have no uneasi- 
ness ou that account, as I shol:lld not expect to 

peed one whit the Letter, if it had even been 
according to the refilled eloquence of the times, 
having abuud
Utt proof, tha if fine shining talents, 
great learning, arts, or parts, would have done, 
the work [l)i
ht have been effected lung ago, 
seeing what abmHI
nce of surb accomplishments 
ruu over the nation as a luighty 
tream; and al- 
though the deceit of o}d Satan may swim therein 
like a gallant ship, )'f't how liule real virtue or 
iiincerity J hath beeu proilluttd thereby? 
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Ana how is the great name and power of God 
blasphemed, by attriLuLÏng the hfl3veuly I)rdt."r 
and economy which he exerciseth in the erflatiou, 
(or ordereth by the word of his powel') 11'ItO the 
delusive refinement \vhich they affect to lw \\ork- 
ing in the world; and even imagine, that only for 
them, things might go back again into the old, 
rude, barbarous state, from whence many of them 
think, that snch as they, have rescued the whole 
human race; even while some of themsel ves may 
be sunk as low, and have as great need to he 
reclaimed as the rudest part of the creation, yet 
fat' be it frolu llle to make light of that u
eful 
knowledge or learning which hath been none of 
the smalJest of the gifts and favours bestowed 
upon mankind; howbeit, those that pervert such 
favours, while they boast of the perfection of their 
attainn1ents, seem as destitute of the ground of 
true knowledge, (even the knowledge of God,) 
as the most uncivilized 1)3rt of his creation, which 
the vanities they run into bear abund ant witness, 
and which would be too tedious for me to point 
out, as that would be more fit for a volume than 
a Preface. 
Yet I shall make one remark upon the course 
of their conduct, as I have heard 01" read, of 
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their theatres, revels, games and toasts, though I 
uever saw the- like; yet the accounts which I 
ha\'e heard of such foHies, and the buudles of 
Iyiug no'"el and romance books, which are said 
to ùe the pastime of what is caned the gay and 
rdìued wurJd, altogether appear to Le so frothy 
and disgusting, even to a moral rational creature, 
tl)at we may query, whether there be any thing 
so low and dehasing in the l11
nl1erS of the bar- 
barous nations of the world; yea, whether the 
accoullts we have of the poor I-Jottelltols, and 
other barbarians, dancing before the moon, or 
ronnd their fires, (and the like,) be at all so 
debasing or degrading to the rational creation of 
God, as the vanities of that which is caned the re- 
fined world, 01' higher circles of life: as for instance, 
,,-hat could be compared to that low filthy glee, 
,,'hich is exe-ited by the driuking of theil' toasts, 
&c. for my own part, when I have accidently 
heard s11e-h accounts re
HJ, I have heen so amazed 
as to think, what it could be, that should sink, 
aud deùase the vas
ions, and exultations of man- 
Idnù, 80 far below that of any four-fooleù beast, 
or creepillg thing upon the face of the w hole earth; 
and 
'et, olJe day they shall be made to know, 
tllal it is sin. 
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But I should not have noticed these things 
here, if lhere had been no striking ditTereuce be- 
tween theil' vanities, and the follil
s of lhe rude 
barbarian, I say, had they been an, only frothy 
bubble alike, I might ha\'e passed them hy; but 
there is one difference, too striking to be passed 
over unnoticed, and that is, the great profligacy 
and prodigality of the amusements of the great 
ones, who seem to think it an honour, to waste 
and rle
troy the good things of the creation npon 
their fickle whimsies and idle fancies; Alas, 
what a vast heap of deceit, dissimulation, pains- 
taking, curious tricks and invention, mnst be 
combined together, to please their crazy passions, 
which perhaps did not please them in the end, as 
if Satan was the main8pring and life of an their 
pursuits, they 'Seem as if they could 110t sill gree- 
dily enough to please him, or come up to that 
pitch of deceit as \Vouhl be to his liking; yea, to 
that pilch of fo1Jy is the world arrived (as if it 
should grow worse with age;) that IJOW they are 
counted the chief, and most honourable, who de- 
stroy the most upon their ungodly Jnsts; oil! 
what a brave family they are thought to be, that 
destroy their thousands a year upon their 
gambling and rounds of p1easure; which should 
rather be called rounds of madness. 
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And if so happen, as often we hear, that tlley 
run into great debts, by such follies or madness; 
oh! then the polite and gentile world would talk, 
as if they were an Satan's host that had been look- 
ers on; for when they see them run great debts, 
they speak of such a case, as if they were not ac- 
countable beings, and as if there was nothing 
more at stake, but just the earth that themselves 
bad lo
t; yea, as if they had made themsehes, 
aild all that they pos
essed, and might hurl it 
avout as they please; even as though they were 
not stewards that should be accountable to God, 
for wasting their time, and destroying his good 
creatures; but their friends (as they are called) 
.
vould then sa)', that they had only to arrange 
their affairs so and so, until they retrieve their 
fortune, as if that was all they had to do; they 
speak of such things, as if they had quite forgot 
the great score of sin, that such ways heap to 
them against the day of wrath; yea, they speak 
of such things, as if they had quite forgot, that 
there is a just and righteous God, to can them to 
account for trampling upon his favours, and rlui'lg 
violence to that reverence which is due unto hirD. 
And yet, such are called the nobility and gentry 
of a reformed christian state; but I filay not go 



xxix 
into particu1ars, but must leave dIem and pa
s 
on, for even the slightest view of such thillg
, 
reminds me of the bottomless pit; and when we 
, 
reflect how their mini
ters build them up ill fal8c 
security so long as they put into their mouths, 
t 
seems as if nothiug else could reach such a stat
, 
but the judgments of Almighty God, which, W
}O 
would say, but sooner or later they are sure to 
overtake all such wa)'s. 
Dut to return to the subject of the following 
lines, I may say, that I have no view of enteri
g 
into many subjects, nor yet of arguing cases, but 
slightly to touch upon, and barely bring iuto \'ie\v, 
a few of those things which spread .darkness over 
the nations, and gross darkness in the people, 
)'et I know that it would avail nothing, even were 
I capable of 
aying ever so much about it; yea, 
and though it should be never so much to tbe 
purpose, unless the people lay to heart, and search 
for themselves to see whether these things are so; 
for all that I mean or can do, is, simply to relll\nd 
us of the great canse there is (at this d
y.) for 
self-examination; alld such as may be 
isfJosed 
to find great fault with these remarks, I would 
t 
only remind them t seriously to consider, wht>ther 
their own life and conduct be more correct than 
. 
 


E 
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what I have written; and as the maUl subject 
which I aim at bringing into view, is that of the 
evil of covetousness, and shall mention some 
particular orders of nlen, as the principal teachers 
of the people, and leading men of the nation, 
wbose example may be of wofnl consequence to 
the people at large, and if any should think that 
I speak too close and pointed, I nlay tell them 
agam, that it is quite the reverse, knowiug 
tbat I have dealt gently as I could, with any 
degree of justice to the magnitude of the occasion; 
and that I have 110 evil tnotive, nlY conscience 
will bear me witness, as I have no narrowness to 
any, and nothing, but good win to all; neither 
have I any tbing like what is called a party object 
in view herein, having even avoided conversing on 
these subjects while writing, lest that should 
interfere with the impressions on my own tnind, 
so that no individual even knew of my intention 
to write these remarks, therefore no one beside 
myself, is accountable for one line of it. 
On viewing these lines, some might be ready 
to query, (seeing that I speak so pointedly to 
others,) whether I myself, or the people which I 

m joined with in religious profession, are clear of 
covetousness? to which I would answer, that if 
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,,'e are not (while I lament that all are not 
clear) I say that our profession will he no shelter for 
us, but rather an aggravation of the crime, if so be 
that while we lllake a good profession, we should 
be found guilty of covetousness, either in going 
too greedily after the gain or friendship of this 
world, or of sitting down in sloth, and, like the 
sluggard, covet to be supported by the labour of 
others; I say, if such should be the case with any 
of us, these lines would ratheI' tend to the reproof, 
than justification of such ways; yea, and if I, 
Inyse1f, should fall (any ways) into the things which 
I have condemned, then let what I have written, 
stand as a testimony against lllC in such a case, 
that the ways of the Lord our God may be justi- 
fied.for ever, and cleared from the }'eproach of all 
that bring condemnation on themselves. 
If any should query, who is this, that appears 
sô bold and confident, as to attack the follies of 
the times, and speak so freely of the failings 
of the people? who is he that takes so much 
upon him? Answer, I Inay tell thee who; it 
is even as a worm, one of the meanest of 
the creation, or rather, what if I shou1d say, 
that it is the voice of the times which so speak; 
aud that I am as nothing. There was a time 
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when great folks would not speak, I..ecause they 
loved the prai!:!ie of men, and then child ren spake; 
but the great Ones were sore dh.:ple3sed, and they 
also said, rebuke thy disciples; but tile Lord said, 
that if they held their peace, the stones would cry 
out; but how few are they at this day who belie, e 
that; for the unbelief which appeared when the 
Lord walked amollgst mèn was not nluch greater 
than that which is manifest at this day, wherein 
such as profess most failh, appear the deepest 
sunk in llnbelief, as uot only to deride, [JIlt disbe- 
lieve, that the Lord would canse the things", hich 
are trodden under foot, to speak, lor the honour 
and praise of the living aud true God, and against 
the house of Baal, yea, to publi:-h the name of the 
Lord, aud ascribe greatness unto our God. 
But as I would not willingly cau
e any to be 
Dlistaken about me, I may acknowlerlge that 
my discouragemelJts are gre3t many" a}'s, even 
to dismay; and first on my own account, seeing 
how uutit I am to advocate such a cause, for 
what will it avail, though I may 
my, that I have 
been kept f.'Olll all things which men call im-. 
moral from early youth; yea, even through a de- 
gree of principle; yet what should that prove 
mOl'e lhall th
 Pharisee, "hen I l1lUSt acknow- 
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ledge my unfaithfulnes8 to th
 Lord, who hath 
shewn great Inercy, and favoured with his light 
and grace, when in a very low estate; but I ha\'e 
not been faithful in proportion to the great and 
unmerited mercies of the Lord my God; therefore 
I must acknowledge the great sin of omission 
which lieth at my own door, whereby I ha\'e 
sinned and fallen short of the glory of God; and 
seeing that it is e\'en so with me, is it any Inanel 
if I 8holll
 often be encompassed about with great 
dismay, when [think of calling" to others to look 
what they are about? aud surely my own un- 
worthiness should cause me to look on their 
failings with all forbearance; but yet, would that 
be reason for me, now to add this above all the 
rest, even to prove unfaithful in the end, because 
I had not been as faithful throughout as I should 
ha ve been. 
And although the discouragements on my oWl 
account may be very great, yet how ß1uch greater 
do they appear, (and still more insurmountable) 
when I look on the other side, and think of the 
very ill reception that such remarks may be sure 
to meet with in the world, on 111any accounts. 
especially at this day, when the house of Baal 
bas gotten into such high request, and the priests 
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thereof very many, and their graves and hi
h-. 
places in great repute among di\'ers sorts of 
people; while they appear but very few, who 
seem di
poserl to retire to the caves mouth, 
being truly zealous for the honour of the Lord 
alone; for lunst appear to seek their own things, 
rather than the things which are Jesus Christ's; 
yea, they seek the different objects of their at- 
tachments; which though they may seem widely 
to differ one from another, yet they may be fuund 
to be quite the same at heart, and tend to the 
very same end, yea, to he all comprehended in 
the same region or circle, if they should be found 
Dlore concerned ahout their o\\'n things, (cause 
or party) than for piety towards God, and good 
win to men j yea, and while many think they 
are for peace on earth and good will to all men, 
they would not hurt their feelillgs, (as Babel's 
phrase i
) by caning in que
tion their gods. 
For nowadays, the gods that mauy bow down, 
unto, is self iuterest, in some way or other, yea, 
e\en while they profess self-denial, and such as 
bow down to self-interest, whether it be in (what 
is called) religious or in worldly respects, they 
are ver)' SlIlJlle and tenacious of their gods; 80 
that now they are all for peace, because they 
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would not have the hope of their gain, or tlleir 
favourite ohject disquieted or called in qtle
tiol1, 
or run - the hazard of having their g(Jdde
s 
brought into disrepute, and therein they have a 
fellow feeling for each other, so that they win 
not meddle with each other's religion, lest it 
should disturb their peace, but the truth is, lest 
it should hurt their self interest, or favourite ob- 
ject, even while eal'h thiuk, that all his care 
and tenderness is for the truth, even while it may 
be possible that the truth is uot in them; for 
there is no bounds to the deceit of the heart, yea, 
the Scripture saith, that it is deceitful above all 
things, which perhaps was seldom (if ever) more 
largely verified than in the present day, wherein 
all seem dispo!;ed to cry peace, peace, and for 
each to pretend to have 1
0 dislike to his neigh- 
bOiH'S god, e\en while he esteem it vastly dif- 
ferent from his own; as if all should be quite 
pleasing to the Lord Almighty, \\ bile the different 
self-interests of men, aull their 
elf ends should 
all remain at peace and self-security, all which, 
seems to be the greatest master-stroke that ever 
Satau yet pla
'ed, for the setting np and establish- 
ing his kingdom, even outstripping all the perse- 
cution and murder that ever he de\'ised, or had 
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power to practice at anyone tinle, wherein he 
appeared in the world as a devil, a dragon, and. 
a destroyer and murderer. 
But the serpent finding himself foiled in all 
such hideous shapes; the Lord having 1imited 
his power in that sort, and even mankind is 
turned to abhor him in aU such ways, fOi. the 
faithfuluess of the Lord's servants foiled him in 
battle that way, in which case we nlay say, that 
though one woe is past, yet it would be well if a 
worse did not remain to follow after; for Satan 
finding himself cast down as a destroyer and 
Inluderer, (though still most agreeaùle to his 
nature) he again betakes himself to act his first 
anrl great master-piece, which is the very ground- 
work of aU that ever he did since the world 
began, that is, to deceive the nations, even while 
he cannot tormeut; so that now he acts as Satan, 
a serpent) a deceiver, yea, and the Scripture 
sailh, that if Satan hé transformed as an angel of 
light, it is no man"el that his ministers should be 
transform ed as the n1Ïnisters of righteousness. 
And if such should be as the order of the 
present day, is it possible that any thing could 
be more alarming in the signs of the times, if we 

 
could but understand? for, is there any thing wore 
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dang:erol1S than a false peace, which nlust b
 
broken up? sHeh a peace as the son of Ahab 
sent to enquire after, even when the sword was 
d.'awn against him, he cried, is it peace? V\'hen he 
that had been sent to execute the Lord's righteuus 
vengeance answered, what ppace, while the 
whoredoms, &c. of thy mother Jezebel are so 
nlany? Jea, and Jezehel spoke out her last 
words in a sort of confidence, ðaying, "Had 
Zimri peace who slew his master?" And we 
read, that Herod and Pontius Pilate were Dlade 
friends, and at peace, when our Sa\ionr was taken 
to be crucified; and BOW, is there any thing that 
could tend more wofn1ly to corrupt the earth, and 
fill it with violellce, than 811Ch a peace? against 
which, Christ, the Pl'ince of peace, hath a contro- 
versy; who "came, not to give peace on earth, 
but rather divi
ion;" (Luke xii. 51.) who hath 
ears, let them hear; for he that is the truth, win 
dhide, break in pieces, yea, }!rind to powder, aU 
deceitful peace, before he gives his peace, \\ hicb 
he giveth, who 8aith, "Lut not as the world giveth 
give I ;" of whose peace there is no eud, but a 
woful end awaits all the false peace of tbe 
world. 
Therefore, seeing that the order and dispositi0l1 
F 
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of most in the present day seelns tending to say, 
peace, peace, even to many things against which 
the just Lord hath an irreconcilable controversy; 
is not such an exceeding- gloomy aspect in the 
signs of the times? even to behold fileu crying 
peace and safety, in the very thing, because of 
which, destruction may be hastening; yea, be- 
cause of the deceit wherewith Satan deceiveth 
the nations; for was ever greater deceit in the 
world, than for men to say and think, that they 
are for the glory of God, and for peace 011 earth, 
aud good win to men, even while they would not 
speak the truth to their neighbour, lest it should 
hurt their feelings, or disturb their peace or false 
rest, by caning in question, the safety, virtue, or 
power of theÏl' gods? which may He so near their 
self-wills, desires and interest, as to be like dÏ\'id- 
ing asunder between the n1arrow and the bone 
to part with it; for if the carnal mind be set 
upon any beloved object, it would pal't with much 
rather than that thing, which may be called the 
god of such; for whatsoever we love most is OUf 
god (or idol,) and the great, evel'lasting, Almighty 
God that sitteth in the heavens, will not be 
mocked with an empty, dead, formal profession; 
if any man love the things of this world. 


" 
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or any profession of religion, or any thing con- 
nected therewith, more than he loves righteousness, 
let not such a one deceive hinlself by saying that 
the Lord is his God, or that he loves him above 
all, while in such a state. How adn1irably clear 
and simple is the Scripture description of the 
Lord uuto man, which saith, "tbis is his natne, 
whereby he shall be called, the Lord our right- 
eousness. And again, where the Lord speaks of 
his own people, which he redeems out of all 
deceit and unrighteousness, of them he saith, that 
" their righteousness is of me, saith the Lord." 
But now, what sad forebodings of the signs 
of the times, is raised in the mind that can 
perceive the depths of old Satan's bait, which 
appears to have been sucked in so gt'eedi1y, as 
to blind the eye, which could aJone behold the 
glorious innocency in the Creator and preserver 
of men; (even in the new creation) and to open 
that eye, that should not only be offended at 
each other's nakedness, but set to work to se\V 
their fig-leaves togethcl o for a covering, and, as if 
they could make peace between the seed of the 
serpent and of the woman, even while the Lord 
hath put enmity between their seed, (mark that) 
for now man cries, "we must all unite together 
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und be at peare, and not dj
tnrb each other's 
repose," (though it shonld Le aU of the st-'rpeht, 
'what is that to me) for O()W we mm
t ht' at pt'aee 

 ith allluen, )'ea, "pf'ace on earth aud g-ond \\ ill 
to men," the milli
tf'rs of Satan (transformed as 
the n1inisters of Christ) may preach, \"\ hen they 
would not have .hpi." self euus or i..terest dis- 
furhec1, or their dp('eit expo
cd to any further 
attacks that the truth might make upon them; 
was ever the depths of deceit greater than ill 
tllis thing? even to be 80 deluded by the dc- 
ceivaLleness of utlrightpommess, as to believe a 
1ie, yea, to believe) that they \\ eff
 for peace on 

arth and good \\ ill to men, while tlJ{
y would 
not ði:;tnrb any of their idols which briugeth 
the wrath of God upon them. 
Alas, what sort of peace and good win to 
D1en is that? could allY t.hing be more like Ullto 
a man \\ ho llIight see his uf'i
hhour fast aslt'f'p 

n one end of his house, and the ot her eud a)) O
l 
fire? and exclaim, "what a fine happy repose h
 
takes, let him take his rest, for J am all for 
peacp, and have such good win to men, that I 
could lIot find in illY heart to disturb him, 8ee1ll
 
that I love him as my:;elf? aud besicles that, if I 

hould arouse hitn up, to be a wituess of such 



xli 
a fright ful C'atastroplle as to 
ee the flamf'
 an 
ahcll1! his ear
, how could I e\'er after look him 
in the face? or \" onld he eH"r forgive me suc'h 
all act of cruelty? and as tl.is i
 a fin.e of good 
will to all men 
 I would 1I0t he 
nihy of arou
ilJg 
bim into such fJtrpl
J\.ity, hopilJ
 that he would 
110t he seusible of the viulence of the flames, 
seeilJg: that be is in such a fiue sOl1ud slepp; and 
therefore I may be good enongh to let him sleep 
it out; And moreo'Ter, I would account it bor- 
dering haul upon persecutiou, for any to attempt 
to disturL such happy repose, seeing that for allY 
thing we know, he may now be in great glory, 
dreaming of high preferment, yea, of the great 
pomp and state, even of the glory of this world, 
such a
 his 
01111usteth after." 
N ow there is a clear and real comparison, of 
the manner wherein Satan (through his emissaries) 
is working at this ùay, tu befool, betray, and 
bewitch mankind; e\en under pretence of peace 
with an men, that now they would be so peace- 
able and condescending, as not to iusist upon any 
thing; but even the condition upon which alone 
peace can be secllreri, would be gÏ\ren np for" 
peace sake, (as the serpenCf' peace is called,) so 
tbat, although we fiud a mighty import aut COl1- 
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dition annexed to the charge of, "follow peace 
with aU men, aud holiness, without which no"ne 
shan see the Lord;" yet we find that Satan's 
ministers, (or su(,h as would uphold his kingt10nl 
of deceit) pretend great Jiberality; for now they 
,vant people to be liberal with tbem, therefore 
they would not be too nice, but give up a deal 
for peace sake, and would not be so rigid as to 
insist upon holiness, although the Scripture saith, 
without it none shall see the Lord; but Satan's 
peace wants no such ccnditiou as holiness, unless 
any should seem to require it, and' then for 
p(;tace sake, he would soon devise a counterfeit 
boline5s, that might pass with all such as he 
could bewitch f
)r money, fo
 with such, all bis 
!Sorceries pass'" for sterling', yea, tbey have been 
even called ordinances of God by such whose 
nliud is b1int1ed by the gud of this world, which, 
a1though their hearts became so dark, that some 
denied what others set up, yea, and got so fierce 
about their ordinances, as to cause many to he 
cast into prison, tormented and killed, who at- 
tempted to deny those things, about which they 
were never agreed among themsel ves, further 
than as the higher powers extorted a deceitful 
compliance. 
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Such was the work which the devil ÙI'o\'e in the 
world for some ages, setting on his miuisters to 
make war about theÎ1" carnal ordinances, and 
many inventions which they had set up through 
philosophy and va!n deceit, wh(>rehy they were 
corrupted from the simplicity which is in Christ; 
and then they persuaded the people, that their 
contradictory inventions came down from heaven; 
{or that was the thing by wbich they sought to 
get their wealth; and therefore they were mighty 
fierce and ravenous about it, as e,'er ravenous 
,,'olves could be, each party claiming it as their 
own right, and each calling fOI" help from the 
higher powers to put down the others, until, their 
sheep's c10thing became too narrow to hide such 
barefaced deva&tation; while the Lord's EttIe 
flock, (many of whom through death obtained 
the victory,) had been sorely handled amongst 
them; but through all, the J.Jord shewed his arm 
to be too mighty for all the powers of darkuess, in- 
somuch, that Satan's killgdom lost ground Ly the 
ver)' means which he had devb:ed to set it up, 
and bis ministers were discovered by the light, 
which \Vas as a deadly blow to the works of the 
devil, whose kingdom is all of darkness; so that 
being vanquished (or rather discovererl) in llii 


, 
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old career, he changes llis method of warfare, 
being an unwearied enemy; his ministers of 
course change their way also; for finding their 
craft endangered by fighting, now they all pre- 
tend to be for peace; that so they might keep 
what they had got, and leave each other as mauy 
of the flock as each could catch (or keep,) in the 
retreat (or scattering) which the Lord sent 
amongst them, who will yet scatter them more 
and more; yea, and at last will have the victory 
over all, that he may gather his own unto himself, 
,\'bich Satan's ministprs seem mightily to dread, 
and seem to fear nothing so much as the light, 
Jest it should discover their ways, to the disturbing 
of their false rest. 
And hel'e, let none deceive llimself by 
aymg, 
that I cannot he of Satan's ministers, seemg 
that I am no teacher of the people; but stay and 
examine thyself; for the qnestion is not so lUuch 
what thou profess to be, as what thou art, aud 
whom dost thou serve, whether Christ or Satan; 
(the truth 0.' deceit;) now, if thon shou1d stalld 
for the deceit of 
atan, art thou not so far his 
minister or servant; and if so, will it excuse thee 
for to say, " I am not my brother's ket>per;" if 
thou shouldst be 'one of those who 
hould uow ob- 
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ject and say, u though I am not my brother's 
keeper, yet I am all for peace, and cannot bear to 
hear tell of any sad works of persecution that may 
have taken place in former ages, as the reviving 
of such old sores, only tend to wound men's feel- 
ings, and seem like" a sort of persecution, espe- 
cial1y at this time, when we should all join as 
brethren, and forget those things which should not 
be once mentioned, for now the reviving of them 
again, is persecution which I cannot bear, seeing 
that it might even bring a 81ur upon our ministers, 
and should never more be named, but forgot and 
buried out of sight, that so we may all live in 
peace, harmony, and unity." 
Answer, is not that the language of Satan's 
minister indeed? who could not bear to have 
the Lord's mercies, or deliverance of his people, 
(or the trials they endured,) repeated? and could 
not live in peace, rest, love, or unity, unless the re- 
ß1elllLrance thereof should be forgot for ever 
and buried ont of sight ? would not that be like the 
language of Cain? who no doubt would ratber 
} 
that his brother should lie silent in the ground, than 
that his blood should cry out, or a testimony be 
recorded of his acceptable sacrifice? so tl1at now, 
if man's peace be disturbed at the revival of such 
G 
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testimonies, is it not because he is like that wicked 
one who 'slew his brother? or that he still likes 
such works, and therefore would not have them 
spoken against? or at best, he chooses to run 
down the stream quite smooth, along with such 
as live according to the course of this world, in 
the spirit which rules in the child.oen of disoue- 
dience, being at enmity with God, while it cries 
peace in the world; and although it Illay cry 
peace for a season, yea, even during a season of 
deceit; y
t it is the root and ground of all the 
confusion, desolation, and war, that ever was upon 
the earth. 
'Vherefore, who a
t thou that dares to think, 
that the "Lord will always bear with such as with- 
stand tl1e testimony that he would have borlJe to 
his judgments and mercies in the earth? and of 
his wonders and wonderful works unto the chil- 
dren of men? and of his' mighty power, wherehy 
the nations of the world hath been ruled? and 
the strength of mi:.;hty killgs broken to shivers? 
and all their devices brought to nought? even 
by him alone who determined the times before 
appointed;' and appoiuteth the bounds 3u.d limits 
tbereof. And will he, who certified Ullto his 
prophets, maoy of bis marvellous designs, (long 
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before they came to pass,) suffer then1 to be snlO" 
thered np and hid, now that many of them hath 
been accomplished, and fulfilled in a mm'venous 
mallner ? 
Yea, and ntany wonderf!11 things which he 
revealed and certified unto his servant John, 
(before they came to pass,) as largely set forth 
in the Book of Revelations, m
I1Y of which may 
be seen verified and fulfilled in his wonderful 
workings; and seeing that it is even so, tbat the 
Lord not only revealed beforehand, but also 
brought to pass his doings, which is marvellous 
in our eyes; and after all, is there such an ac- 
cursed design in any heart or Iniud, as now to 
desire to hide the wonders of the Lord froIn the 
children of Inen? And jf there be such as bt'illg 
forth wormwood and gall in that respect, is thet'e 
then any wickedness in a land, that could tend 
nlore rapidly to the filling up the measure of 
ilJiquity? yea, it seems a sin of a ùcpper die, than 
most of the evils of the worlc1; as our Lord saitb, 
no man lighteth a candle, to be put under a bed 
or bushel, but setteth it upon a candlestick, that 
it may gÏ\'e light to an that entpr in; but he saith, 
that they who do evil hate the light, Itst it should 
mauifest anu ff>prOVe their dÇfds; anl1 be saitb
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this is the conùemnation, that light is corne into 
the world, but DJen love darkness rather than the 
light; and surely men must love darkness and 
)Jate the light in their own consciences, even to 
a desperate degree, before they could grow so 
hard)., or hardened, as to desire, that the Lord's 
marvellous works in the world, should be buried, 
bid, cot'ered up, or withheld from any, lest it 
should disturb their peace. 
But alas! how opposed is such a peace, to 
that which Christ the Prince of Peace would 
give? who saith, I came not to send peace on 
earth but division, and he alone it is, who will 
divide, scatter, break in pieces, and grind to 
powder, an that stands opposed to his heavenly 
everlasting peace, of which he gives; but not as 
the world, giveth he, of that peace, of which there 
is no end; behold then the unspeakable con- 
trast, between aU the world's peace, which 
must be broken, and the peace of God, which 
passeth know ledge? 
Oh! then how happy, thrice happy al1! whe 
bow to the name of Jesus, and open to him 
that knocketh at the door, with his convictions 
in the conscience, and so open the door unto 
bim, as by him to be gatbered inward, before 
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their day be o\'er, in which he would gather 
them, even ,vhere they should see his light, for 
it is ouly they that enter in, that can see the 
light; even his light, wherein all the nations of 
them that are saved Olust walk, where they re- 
ceive of his heavenly purifying virtue, which 
alone is able to save, and give the answer of a 
good conscience; yea, to wash and cleanse, frolD 
all dead and deceitful works, that they might so 
receive of his grace for grace, by opening unto 
bim that knocks, and let him come in, who 
would do all their works in thenl and for them, 
even to sit as a refiner's fire, wllOse fan is in his 
hand, to purge the floor, and burn up the chaff 
with unquenchable fire, that so he who is the 
truth, might baptize them indeed, and redeeln 
from deceit, yea, out of all iniquity, and so pu- 
rify them unto himself, a peèuliar people zealous 
of good works, zeålons for his glory alone, even 
to make mention of the name of the Lord, and 
ascribe greatness unto our God, yea, to tell of 
his noble acts, and praise him for his goodness, 
and his wonderful works unto the children of 
D1en; and to confess our nlany backslidings, 
transgressions, and sins, even the Inany pro- 
'Vokiugs wherewith we provoked him in the wil- 



1 


derness, even 111 the Imméllse progress of his 
dispensation
, 111 the kindness shewn unto the 
a
es of the world: evpn the. kindness alJd for- 
bearance of him who followell Israel, alld was 
the spiritual rock they drank ûf, and that rock 
was Christ; who carried OUl' SOrI'O\VS, and was 
afHicted in all their afllictious, hy whose stripes 
we are healed, who is the good Shephf'rd that 
giveth his life for his sheep, aud will g-athet' thetu 
from wllPnce they had heel) scattered, (in the 
cloudy and dark day) and none is able to pluck 
them out of his hand) who is strollger than all, 
and over all, even the Lamb who was slain, and 
is alive ag'ain, and liveth fOl' ever more, who ml1
t 
reign and rule, yea, rule the nations with a rod 
of iron, and da
h them in pieces like a potter's 
ve
sel, even all, with the rulers of the earth, 
\\'110 take council together a
ainst the Lord and 
his A lIoillted, to 
et np their OWIJ things, (en.n 
the thiugs of Baltylon) wilh the hea
t, the whore, 
and the fal!iie prophet, shall be cast down for to 
. , 
, )'ise no m.ure at all, that they should 110t al \\'a}'s 
. decei\'e the nations. 
1'herpfore (\\ hate\'er 8ha1l be
í\II), rejoice ye 
holy prophets and sen allts of onr God, "hom lie 
IJath r('dceU1
d aud washed in his o\\'n blood, 
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e\'en his pure eternal life gIVen free1y, which 
cleanselh from an sin, and pllrgeth the con- 
science from dead works, and from a11 unright- 
eousness, 1hat not having their own righteun
uess, 
they should be prepared to be dothed upon with 
I.is righteousness, eveu his fine linen which is 
white and clean and withont 
pot, wherein they 
Inight stand undefiled, unblamable, aud unre- 
provable before him that sitteth upon the throne, 
so to make mention of the nan1e of the Lord, 
and ascribe greatness unto our God, who brin
eth 
the redeemed to Zion with songs, even the song 
of 
Ioses and of the Lamb; ascrihing sal \'atiol1 
and strength unto our God, whose it is, and to 
,vhom it doth belong, world without end. 
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AS LO,TE TO FARE SUMPTUOUSLY 
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SECTION I. 


Some Reflections upon the Iniquity of Covetous- 
ness, sllelL'ing it to be a 'J'eigning evil in 'many 
ages, even to tIle pl'esent day; and proving it 
to be Idolatry, (lnd tile root of all evil, and 
iltat tile 'lcays thereof are llateful and 'llnWar- 
rantable, deceitful and unpl'ofitable. A signifi- 
cant ltint to bIerclwnts, Tl'aders, and Lawyers; 
u'itlt some slig/tt allusion to tlte woful effects qf 
Covetousness among tile People of Israél, and 
the stumbling-block of Iniquity alluded to Ï1& 
tlte example of Balaam, as set forth in the 
Old Testament. 


" THE people turneth not unto him tbat smiteth 
them, neither do they seek the Lord of Hosts," 
(l
aiaJt, ix. 13.) was a mournful complaiut con- 
cerning Israel of old, which is of deep spiritual 
H 
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import; and applies to a stale of slighting, 01" 
kicking against cOI1\'iction, or againsl the rep."oofs 
of instruction in the conscience, and therefore 
olay be quite applicable to the way and 11lanuer 
of life, iu which a people who chose their own 
ways, (even ways that are not good,) may seule 
down, yea, even in a natiollal respect; which 
may be too much the condition of many, down 
to the present day: and now, if we slight the 
calls and warnings which may be held fOI.th unto 
us in mercy, (in order that we should thoroughly 
amend our ways and our doings) which if 
we cOl1si
er not, neither lay to heart, should 
we not in such a case, be like unto those, of 
whom the Prophet complained? that after a1l 
that had been done for them, yet they would 
not seek the Lord while he was to Le found: 
and the portion or judgments that await snch, 
01a)' he read in the same chapter and Illauy other 
parts of Scripture; and also the cause, why the 
Lord's anger was not turned a way, but his hand 
was stretched out still, even against a people 
which had been favoured abuve all the families 
of the earth. 
Now let us consid er, whether any waruiug 
could speak louder than those which have lately 
been bronght to our very door, e\-en within 
a few )'ears, wherein we ha\'e beeu witnesses of 
the 
reat and so re turnings, o\'ertnrllilJgs, per- 
plexity, aud distress of Nations, \\ hich Ilat h 
fallen upon many parts of Em' ope, (e\-idently
) 
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as a very sore stroke, chastiselnent, or judgmeut : 
and although that calamity was not then permit- 
ted to reach unto the Brilish Empire, in like 
llleasnre as other nations were ,'i
ited, neverthe- 
less, is there any amongst us, so stupid, or sot- 
tish, as not to perceive, that those shakings 
reached even unto us? speaking loudly and 
po",erfully in the language of warning, if we 
could but understand; and allbough we bave 
as yet been dealt with in great furbearance, and 
were then spared from being smitten in the sig- 
llal manner that neighbouring states, nations, and 
governments, were chastised and overturned; 
let was there not abundant cause for ns also, to 
remember the dreaòful shaking of the rod? yea, 
to remember, with reverend gratitude nnto him 
that rules in the kingdoms of men, seeing that 
he passed over this nation, and did not then 
o\'erturn it like the rest? and as he only knows 
the cause why we were then spared, should not 
thë consideration thereof, arouse ns to an earnest 
examination, whether or no, we also may be 
fOllln), still indulging in those things, because of 
which, the wrath of God con1eth upon the child- 
ren of disobedieuce? · 
And if such examination was sincere, and iu 
good earnest, we should 110t fail to examine 
- what- those .things are, whieh caused the wrath 
of God to fall upon the. children of disobedience. 
'Ve may read in the fifth chapter of the Ephesians, 
that amongst those thiugs because of '" hich 
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cometh the wrath of God, covetousness is re- 
peateù, of which it is said, that it ought 1I0t to 
he once named amongst them, seeing that no 
COVt'tous man who is an idolator, hath any in- 
beritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God: 
and in Colossians, third chapter, co\'elousue
:s is 
called Idolatry, where we art' w(tl'np(J, to "mor- 
tify onr members which are upon tlu> part h ; forni- 
catiou, uncleanuess, inordiuate affpction, e\,il 
concnpiscence, and covetousuess, which is ido- 
latry; for which things sake cometh the wrath of 
God upon the children of disobedience." 
If it should be asked, what is covetousness, 
or how shaH we kllo\V what is meant thereby? 
I shoultJ answer, that covetousness aud pride are 
near of kin; and it is the insatiable craving or 
desire of the carnalilliud, whieh is not redeemed 
from the inordinate love and desire of earthly or 
sensual enjoyments, for the fuHillilJg of the lust of 
the flesh, and of the ele, or the pride of life; 
but here it may suffice, simply to say, that it is 
selfishness, or a desiring alld sfeking after 1110re 
than is needful or right, wllf'ther of pleasure, 
wealth, or honour, &c. and who are thus cove- 
tous, llJay be known by their fruits, unless the 
god of this world should ha\'e blinded the miud, 
for every tree is to he knowlJ by his o\Vn fruit; 
that is the universal test aud stalldard, set up by 
Him, who knew how to hit all cases at once, let 
their state, situation, or profession be w bat it 
Inay; whether high or low, l'ieh or poor, all are 
comprehended therein. 
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But I may not attempt to instance many of the 
v
)'iolls ways whereby cuvt'tuusness appears not 
only as an individual, but a national evil; yet I 
shall slightly touch upon 0.' ad ,'ert to a few of 
the most laudahle and n
efliI \'ocatiolls among
t 
men, which yet we see \VOflilly perverted through 
covetousnes
; yea, e\'ell to slich a pitdl of folly, 
as to carry their OWlJ clJastisPHleut alung with them, 
or al least fullowing after so do
cly, as to appear 
treading npon the heel
; 
'f'a, !so 
igHaHy, as to 
('hoke the ùevourer, while the prey is 
'et beh' eell 
the tepth; as may sometimes he seen, even in the 
fate ofsorne great HJou()poJi
h; alld money changer
, 
(which I shallllotice first of all,) who bow down 
to the idol of COmllJPI"Ce, and go forth so de\"ot- 
eôly iu 
acrjficillg thereunto, as if they wonl.1 
monopolize aU sorts of wares, until the bounty of 
the creation, overpowers the digestion of that 
insatiable maw,"" whereby they burst asunder and 
break, by which means the \\ odd is sometimes 
rid of a monster, that otherwise (through cove- 


· If any should query, why I lIse the "Old mau', being such 
a rude, uncommon tt'rm 1 I mc:y tell them, that I kue" of no 
expression more suitable to set forth the greediness of the great 
monopolist and money changer; seeing tbat he must be desperately 
disordered witb some unnatural fever, or be" itchment of SatdD, 
to caU5e such insatiable cra\"ing, "hich seems to need some extra- 
ordinary term to express it, y, hich I did not choose to call by the 
name of stomach, seeing that the stomacb, even of a wild bt'ast, 
ruigbt be satisfied, when full; but the other could never be satis. 
fied, being the effect of sin, which carries the gllawiug wonn 
alon
 with it. 
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tommf'

,) wont. I rai
e the price, not oilly of the 
comr..rt:-l) uut e\'t'li L1Jt
 uec
:ssal'ies of lite, l,eJoud 
the reach of tht' poor, arul the il1ùu
tri()u8, to 
whom he might h(1' e uf'en a ch..ice henefactor, 
jf he hait hut acted in the n1od(.>ration, and been 
3vnue (If covet()l1
np

; 311tJ yet it is remarkable, 
that some of those gn'at mOllopolists, \\ ill Íl,ke 
to theut
eh('s the credit, of being of infiuite Ilse 
iu the world, by giving" f'l1lplü)"Ulent al1d ðllpport 
to such aud SUt
h va
t . nuIII lwrs of poor (1f'pel1o- 
f>nt
, whQ, they think, might perish, oilly for the 
f('lief they df'I'i\ e from them; foJ' tlwy get. so 
biinded, that they cannot (or \\ ill l1ut) 
ee, how that 
oue of 111(:'01, ofteu engrosses more to himself, titan 
should elliv10y teu; aud that there is lIot more 
pf the pOOl' employed by JJim, than snch ten wight 
set to work in the right order and lUodf!ration, 
But although the career of ,he great monopo- 
list 
hould be stopped, when he call go no further, 
Yf:'t the e\lil ùoes Bot end there, hilt the iuiquity 
thereof will go still further, for the tail eud is 
nothing bl'1t{>r than the resl, whate\'er worse, in- 
flomllch, that when the hope of their g-
in fails, 
they 8ol1letimes hla
pheUie the goodness and pl'O- 
vidence of God. hy attributillg all their d ismst{.rs 
to the LadHe
s of the times, as we often hear 
say iu sUl'h cas{'s, that they are sad times, wlsen 
favoured with great p1pnty; which I should lIot 
ha\'e noticed hprp, if 
Il{'h 1(1I1
n:lge I.ad ht.,t>n 
cOIlt1ued lIJerely to the ilUfivi(Juals cOllcerlJed, who 
Juight speak from the )'a \ iugs of ùisappuiuluH.nt; 
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but it l&a
 heel] a lang-nage too generally nHf'l'etl. 
Hot onl
 Ly tbe slIfft-'l"t,l'S tlif.:mseht's, Lut e..eu by 
thnse who were not concerned. 
They also join i,
, the exc1amatioll, that snf'b 
and such hrf'akin;.{s down were all owin
 to the 
pressure uf the times, when the bOllilly aud 
good1Jc
s uf kiud Provideuce pr(-'
s upun thetu 
wilh aLuudance; then it is thought great ('harity. 
to excm
e such works, by hlaspheming- that Pro\'Î- 
òence, in order to take the blame from ofr the 
covetous man, \\ 110m they seem to think h
Ht 
suffered enongh h)' his disappoiutment, witbout 
adding blame to I!is 
uffering, alld :so they \\uuld 
throw the Llame upon the kiadiless and bOlluty 
of the Almighty; allrl that is cOllsit]ered cltarit
. 
 
but it rather resemhles the sprpent's charity, (if 
it could hear Sllrh a name,) that first beguiled 
man into such ways, and then would leave hÏln 
there, or dri\ e him ðtill further into the Inire 
and dirt. 
'Bnt I shall not attempt to enumerate the olauy 
e\'1Is, which the tai1 end of snch breakillg's do\\'n 
lJriu:2: along- with lhem ill tlteir 
rain; it Ulay suf- 
fice here, jl1:,t 10 say, that it oftpu cnds in eutal\- 
gl
mellts and pf'l'plexitics, whert'uy s1Irh as are 
cOIJ('enled, and their crcditOl's, may al:-oo be en- 
tangled and come to loss; for tbe end of such 
things are mostly of edl conseqnences, so tha.t 
it is all ill saVOllr iudeed, which snch a great . 
carcass senùs forth, ,'ca, such a stench, that 
those who may be compared to Lirds or beasts Qf 
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prey, gatlIe,' ahont it; for the entan
lempnts and 
festf'ring \\'hich eutcl' in10 the Lowels thereof, is 
quite grateful to the 
toma('h of la\\')'('r8, who 
may deli
ht to f'ntallg!e it still more, that so they 
might make snre their prey. 
For, among that tribe of lawyers, may be 
fOlllld, a geupratioll us insatiable as ever theil' 
victim had hef'n, and as full of covetousness, 
which though pra('tisFd in a lesser degree, may 
he still more gro
s and sordid; for they prey 
upon the contelJtiOlls of the people, and it is re- 
})orted of some of them, that if in their power, 
they would not quit the prey uutil they eat it 
Ollt, for which pm'po
e they would tear it to 
pieces between each other; but let none mistake 
rue, as if I meant, that the calling of a lawyer 
should tnake a mall con,tons; for I did not allude 
to such as are exerciseu in the thing that is equal 
and right; what I have said, should rather be 
to the praise of slIdl, hut I mean the lawyer 
that is exercised in ('0\-etou8 p,'actices; and these 
also are to be knowlI Ity their frnits, wherehy it is 
p\'ideut that such ahound in tIle world, é1:S may 
be seen, by how much they have mudrlif;d the 
stream of the Jaw, and that wbich should be all 
plain sense, they have turned into endless en- 
tanglements and intricacies, so that evcn in pro- 
portion to the increa
e of general knowledge, they 
seem to make the laws 
o much the more intri. 
cate, and uncertain, in so much, that our Sa,'i- 
our'
 descriptiou of then1, appears to be as Jar
ely 
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verified at thi
 day, as in any age of the world, even 
that they, like the prie.sts, take away the key of 
knowledge; which is strikingly evident in divers 
'"ays, yea, whatsoever they tòuch, may be sure to 
he entangled, even froln the môst trifling case, to 
the very' formation of the laws. 
Surely it could never have been the intention 
of the leg:islature, to send forth so many confused 
acts, and laws, which seern as hard to bè fuHy 
understood, as if in a strange language; by which 
it is evident, that some way or other, the lawyers 
crept in, and had some hand in the construction 
of them, as the track of their fingers Inay be seen in 
1he general sh'ucture thereof; which could not haye 
been so confused by the exercise of sound reason; 
for Inen of common sense can speak so as to un- 
derstand each other's 1l1
aning; and surely it was 
designed, that the pëople should understand 
those Jaws which were framed, in order to be 
strictly obset'ved by them. 
But the simple fact seems to be, that l\fystery 
Babylon hath dominion in the mental, yea even 
like as she hath in (what is called) the religious 
world; and all that cometh through covetous- 
uess: for men want to be getting by all means. 
and so would confnse and make the la \vs mighty 
bani to be expounded, or rather, that they 
should never be explained, that so they may 
Inake a vast deal of it, .or that there should be 
no end of their getting, and also, that the world 
should esteen1 thelll wiser than the rest of 1l1an. 
); 
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kind, while they pretend to expound what 
themselves had entangled; otherwise the laws 
should have been all plain sense. 
But now, we sometimes hear of a bench of 
judges, sitting npon the most trivial question of 
right and wrong; and after a great deal offeigned 
labour, seem hardly to determine what it 
should mean, though it be but a simple Inatter 
,,'ithin the reach of common capacity, that such 
great lawyers affect to find so hard to be un- 
derstood; and yet they would not be thought 
fit, or qualified, to discuss, or judge of th
se 
plain simple cases, unless they were skilJed iu 
vast researches of high learning, even sllch as 
whethel" there be a world in the moon, or the 
like. And all this conleth to pass, because men 
will not come up to that glorious standard, of 
doing unto others, in all things, even as we would 
they should do unto us. 
Yet they that pervert the Jaws through covet- 
ousness, may not make the more of it in the 
end, as men will be made the more warily to 
shun them, a
 they see them hecome dangerous; 
which may be the most useful end that such law 
can be turned to at hist; even to Inake men 
afraid to touch it, least it should pierce them 
through the hand, which (though it luay have its 
use that way) do not make stlch as handle it deceit- 
fully, one whit the n10re honest, nor less covetous, 
neither would it bespeak a chri
tian spirit in a 
people, who should need such nleans, to teach 
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them to do unto others as they would be done 
nnto. 
And yet in Babel, where tbe language is con- 
founded, we may observe, that all the foremention. 
ed covetous Dlerchants and la w
'ers are styled gen- 
tlemen, while by the tenor of their ways, they mi;ht 
rather be called Gentile Dlen, which (in scripture) 
is a term applied to men who knew not God, or 
desire not the knowledge of his ways: and no\v 
if any should call this a severe charge, let such 
l,now, that I charge or judge no man; I ou)y 
point to some of the ways of men, anù whoso- 
ever is fouud therein, let them defend it if they be 
able to prove, that such are the ways of God 
and of the cross of Christ, and of seeking his 
things and not their own, and of doin
 unto all 
men as they would be done unto; which (one 
day) will be found to be conlmal1dments of 
such solemn weight, that the fashion of the 
times, or the craftiness of men, win be a mi- 
serable excuse, for having set at nought, or done 
as they Jist therewith. 
I have no view of descending into what is 
considered the most base and sordid actions 
of the baser sort; nor yet of the horrid ra- 
pine and wars of higher orders; which, though 
they be all the fruit of covetousness, yet I 
shan pass over such things, seeing that all men 
profess to abhor them, therefore I shaH confine 
these remarks, by slightly touching upon very 
few of those vocations, which are both useful and 
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desirable, yet woful1y perverted through covet. 
ousne:ss; yea, what abundance of disorder bath 
covetousness laboured and studied to promote 
in the creation; even by the means of the know- 
]edge of those useful arts, (wherewith these na- 
tions hath been favoured beyond others;) do we 
not see men straining every invention, as if with 
all their might, they labonr to make that know- 
ledge a curse \1-hich n\ight have been designed as 
a blessing, (if kept in it$. place) yea, even from 
the least to tbe greatest, what strange inventions 
are still labouring to be brought to maturity, 
whereby men would (if pos
iLle) pervert the 
fight ordf'" and harmony of the creation, and so 
turn all things out of the natural çonrse desigued 
b)' the bOJ.1utiful Creator, for health of body, and 
gooù uf the sOl1ls of his creatures? Hence we 
nlay see many attempts to overturn aud destroy 
the true harmony of nature, by vast ranges of 
machinery, reared up ont of great overgro'I\'u 
capitals, which nlen (that know not what to dQ 
,,'ith their wea1th) would employ, to set many 
thousands idle, by engrossiug the labour and in- 
dustry of the poor; emplo)'iug fire, water, smoke, 
and vapour, (which would Le all good in their 
plaçe) but were never designed, to in\'ade and 
perform, the ri
ht, natural, and Ja\'\ ful occupa- 
tions of men, women, and children, in the man- 
ner we now. see iuvelltion labouring to invade 
lX!any of the sweet innocënt and eligible vocations 

utl ocçupat)Ql1s of tLe IJoor i e\ ep such as spin,. 
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ning, carding, combing, weaving, and many other 
light, easy and natural employments, which of 
right;and in righteousnes
J did belong to the poor, 
as their right and natural inheritance; that em-:- 
ployment should remain for theil' support, in a 
plain, simple, and rational manner, in the creation 
of God; and that it should not be wrested from 
them through great wealth, invention, and covet- 
ousness, but that they should be allowed to labour 
naturally and ratioually, in their cottages, with 
their little families, where they should praise the 
Lord, (in the e1ement designed for then) to 
breathe in,) and not be promiscuously huddled 
together in great factories, to attend nlonstrous 
machines, as in some places may he seen, men, 
women, and children, to the great detriment of 
their health and moral
, and to the taking aWflY 
of their rightful and natural employment, under 
a delusi,'e pretence of bringing wares cheaper to 
the market, by means of great machinery. 
An of which, and many other such like things, 
are called great national improvements and ad- 
vantage, lJy the Llind and the covetous, whò 
would have the as
urance to exclaim and say, 
that we al'e the benefactors of the poor, by us it 
is that they find employoleot and snpport, &c. 
,vhile, in reality, such are a grievous and SOloe 
national calamity, and oppression of the poor, 
and though they may make a flourish for a time., 
yet I say, (if their projects should succeed,) mark 
the end of such doings" . 


. 
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But although they have attempted, and stîll 
labour, to make a LreaclJ upon the boundaries of 
the m
uvellol1s economy of the creation, and 
bave made some inroads upon the right aud na. 
t(Jr
ll emvloyments of the pOOl', and 
till study, 
(with various de\'ices) to pervert and destroy the 
beautiful orde.', simplicity, and harmony of the 
creation of God, yet he hath set hounds to their 
arrogant projects; so that hitherto: many of their 
schemes are seen to be cOlifuIJnded, alld the sweet, 
congenial, healthful occupation of the hushanrJ- 
luall, still appears placed out of the reach of such 
invasion, which, if they could invade, might be 
dreaded as a national evil, big with consequences 
Inore awful than even that of an invading army, 
if any temporal calamity could be nlore awful. 
And as for the delusive pl'ojects of 
ringing 
wares cheaper tn market, out of the right and 
natural order; tl1at could only be effected by 
raisiug the price of provi
ion!':, which if so done, 
artificially and de
igned Iy, in order to support 
great and oppressive rents for lands, h)' men that 
tnay CO\'f't to uphold great expensi\'e customs 
and ways of living, that they might set tlleir Best 
on high; uud if it should be partly for the sup- 
port of an expensÏ\'e state, the root of all such is 
covetousness, which destroys anù penrefts the 
true order mid harmony of the creation of God, 
who in the day of his arising, will bring into 
jndgment, e\'t"n for pen"erting his choice temporal 
favours; whu halh warned us, that such as are 
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not faithful in tIle outward tlling
 of this lif
, 
shall not be entrusted with the heavenly I'iches; 
and it should be remembered, that the influf'l1ce 
of custom (and the desire to imitate others) is so 
powerful, that many have fallen into those things, 
which hath no real u
e, only to gratify the ca.... 
JJal n1ind, Ulan)' of which customs (though some 
no\V a-clays, seeln to think they could not live 
without them;) are not ouly a drudgery to drag 
along, but a1:so, that the cnst oms of the people 
are still so fain, that they tf'nd \Vofulty to de- 
range, and destroy, the ueautiful order aud har... 
nlony in the cl'eation of God. 
l\fy aim in making these remarks (e,.en l1pon 
this, which is only a thing by it.self) is to re... 
mind all sorts of people, high and low, rich 
and poor, yea, the wise man as w
1I as the 
weaker capacity, how deeply it behoves us alto... 
gt'ther, to examine and prove the grouud of our 
standing, if haply we may he favoured to see 
what is our foundation, lest the day 
honld come 
UpOI1 us as a thief in the night, and how awful 
woulò it be, if the night should 0\ el'take liS, 
when too late to be arouseò, to pf'rceive, that our 
houses had never yet been set ill order accord... 
ing to t he will of God, evel1 so far as appertains 
to a righteous regulation, of the outward con.. 
duct, how then should we go in 
hat way, which 
]eaùs to peace in the hea\"enly journey? and how 
should we leaI'll to do we1J, unless we first cease 
to do evil? and how tSbould we cease to do evil 
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while the heart goes aftpr covetousness, which 
nlay he cloaked by laudable pretensions? 
A II e\.i1 comes from \\' ithin, out of the hea..t of 
Ulan; it is from thence tllat covetousness doth 
grow and send forth ils frnit in divers ways and 
workings, which (as I said, I shaH forbear to 
'enumerate,) but I shall attempt, a Iitt1e, to bring 
into view some of those states that may be the 
)past suspected; evpn some of those, that tDay 
he thought quite unreprovable and well enough; 
yea quite c1
ar with respect to covetousness; 
but seeing that even in such, the love of money 
may reign, and bear as great sway, as in the 
the most raving, greedy, money-tnonger of the 
world, though in so hidden a way, that even 
they themselves know not that it is so; for not 
nlerely by the largeness, but by the nature of 
the fruit, it is to be known: and here I .night 
jnstance, that even the sluggard, \\'ho lives upon 
others, and does nothing at a
l, neither appears 
to carry any thing, limy be ranked atllong the 
co\'etou8, as in Proverbs xxi. 25. 26. because 
that he coveteth grpedily that which is another's 
right, and not his own, (for the support of his 
body) instead of lahonriug with his own hands 
in the thing that is honest. 


. 


I now come to treat of that order of men, 
which may be considered as least of all to be 
suspected; yet, ne,'ertheless, their case appears 
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of the gl"èatest 1110nlent both as an individual and 
general, yea, a national concern; I mean, the teach- 
ers of the people; snch as are caned the clergy, 
for whose sake I mean to allot the principal part of 
this and the following section: and if any should 
ask, why it COlnes to pass, that I dwell more 
upon their case than upon all other classes of the 
people, seeing that they are but men, (and few,) 
and suhject to frailty like others? 
Answer, first, because their case is the case ofthp 
people, seeing that they cannot Le considered as dis- 
tinct from them, but quite one with them, yea, they 
are of the people, and one ,\< ith them; inasmuch 
as 111at they who set them up, and uphold thenl, 
nlay be accountable for their life and conduct, 
and partakers in an their ways; yea, and al- 
though the people 
hould sometimes even conl- 
plain of their covetousness, yet it is evident that 
they would be like tbetn themselves, and act 
just as they do, were they in their stead, or why 
else do they set them np, uphold, and scrupulous- 
]y adhere to them and to their ways? therefore, 
what"oever may be applicaL-le to the teachers of 
the people, should apply to the people that ac- 
knowledge them as their teachers. 
Secondly, hence it is, that the state and conùi- 
tion of the teachers may be of the utmost impor- 
tance, inasmnch as their precept and example is 
of general influence upon the life and conduct of 
such as adhere to them implicitly, and pin theit" 
faith (as it were,) to the sleeve of their teacher'S, 
K 
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and cboosC', rather to rely whol1y upon tbem, than 
labour (for themselves) for that bread which com- 
eth froln Christ alone, and nonrisheth the soul unto 
etPl'ual life ; and if they should fall into such a 
wn{h) state, as was charged upon Israel under 
tlJl law, as a nlark of desperate degeneracy, when 
it wa
 said of them, that from the least to the great- 
e::t every one w
s gi\'eH to co,'etousness ; and rrom 
the prophet even unto I he priest everyone dealeth 
falsely; anrl so they healed the heart of the 
people s1ight1y; and if such should be (even in 
nleasur
) the condition of the professors of the 
glorious gospe1 of ligbt, Iire, and sah'ation; 3nll 
if the teachers thereof were given to covetousness, 
".ould they not rather be a wofni cause of 
spreading darkness, death, and destruction 
o\'er the people that set them up, uphold, 
a:1J adhere t:> them exclusively, in blind im- 
p1i
it deference? auc1 if the people love to have 
it &0, the Lord saith, what will ye do in the 
end thereof! 
I-IC'l'e let us not deceive ourselves, hut take it 
aloi)g with 11S hy the way, that the prophet in l'e- 
l)nld,'
 t!wi:" cov
tou5ness, (which is the mother of 
fhls{'IJcsf.) had to take in an classes and orders of the 
peop1e ; from the least to the greatest, from the 
prophet to the pri
st ; so that all, not only such as 
were rappointed priests unclei' the law of l\foses, 
but men prcfesf}Ï1Jg superior gifts, even the gift of 
'prophecy, yet, lJotn ithstandillg such high profes- 
5ion, were given to covetousness; not that we are 
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to conclude fron1 thence, (that even at that time) 
e\'ery individual was given to covetoJ.lsne
s, 
nd 
that the Lord had not resen'ed a remnant as ill 
the days of Elijah; for even then, he n1Ïght ha"e 
reserved unto himself thousands that had not 
bowed to Baal nor kissed his' image, and yet in 
that day, (when the nation was near to be visited 
for their sins,) iuiquity had so o"er
pl'ead every 
class, and all orders of the people, that, frOll1 the 
least to, the greatest they were given to covet- 
onsness. (See Jeremiah, vi. 13. 14. & \.iii. 10. ] 1.) 
How much more then doth it behole all, now in 
this gospel day (wherein tnore purity is required,) 
to examine, whether they themsel \'es arc cIt:ar in 
that respect, )"ea, even some that withdrd \\ and 
dissent from the national church, (because they 
saw the teac11ers thereof given to covetousness) 
had need t
 prove theit. own sel \'es, and examine 
what it is tbey love l11ost; seeiug that Inen l11ay 
be gifted with peculiar gifts, and may even pos- 
sess very little of this world's goods, and yet it is 
possible that even the heart of such ulight be 
tempted to go after covetousnESs, ) ea, aud even 
such may be tempted to co\'et the praise and COllI. 
Juendatiùn of the 111en of this world, who setk to 
have their portion in this life: .so that I mean 
hereby *to remind the reaùer, to keep in \"iew, 
'. that ahJlough I am now about to offer some close 
l'emarks upon 
ome of those things, which are 
the hlost evideut, glariug, aud barefaced ma)'
s 
of covetousness in the teachers of the people, 
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and may speak plainly of that abomination, which 
js s('t np and upheld by the laws of a state, which 
lllay euact la\vs:, even amongst Chl'i
tians, for to 
luake the ministers thereof covetous, yea to a 
degree, which may now be compared to that 
,vhich befell Israel of old, when they set up 
that shamefnl thiflg, c\ en to offer iucclllSe unto 
Baa1. 
Yet I would not be understood thereby, to les- 
8en (in any wise) the tiling that Inay exist in a 
nlOJ'e llidden way, seeing that the want of op- 
})ortunity, or ability, to fulfJl the desire of the 
co\'etous mind, does 1I0t make it l
ss guilty than 
if it had fulfilled all its desire, if 
o he, that tile 
heart should still go after covetousness; but see- 
ing that cnvetOl1SBeSIS "hich is the root of all 
evil, is promoted in the more hidden way, by 
being set up and npheld by a state, mH] eV
H 
encouraged in those called ministers of the 
gospel, (and Ly their example encouraged 1n 
the people at 13rge) that !lOW they are Bot at all 
ashamed when they commit abomination therein, 
neither can they blush; wherehy it may be ob- 
served, to what a pitch of darkness the love of 
Inoney blindeth the .Hind, even beyond what 
can he coucei ved by the natural man. 
Aud now, seeing that 1 have mentioned Baal, 
and think it hkely that I I))ay r('peat lhat name 
ill the conrse of this work; aud as some l))ay be 
likf.ly to (Jl1f'I'y, why I should make mention of 
8uch a 
crrH? 1 would inforn1 them, that the word 
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.Baal presented to lllY mind, as a fit anù suit- 
able term, to descriue something tlH
t 
'et re- 
Inains in these nations, against which, I uelieve, 
the Lord hath a contl'o\'ersy, and will yet plead 
\\ ith them in jndg'lllent and in fury ponred forth, 
if that shameful thjl)
 l'e not o1lter\\ ise 
o()ght out, 
and put away from amongst us; yea, the ,ery 
remnant of Baa] must at last be destroyed out of 
the land: anù as I desire to be as simple, and 
as fully understood as possihle; and a
 Baal 

eelns to oe the thing that fixeù upon my mind, 
and abo, I kno\\' of no term more ùescriptive of 
that which I am now endeavouring to set forth, 
as a cause of great hea\ iness, gloom, and dark- 
ness hanging orer the natious, which I believe 
is not our heaveu]y Father's will that it 
hould 
always be so, although our own doings hath pro- 
cured death, darkness, and barrenness, C\ ea when 
his glorious 
ospel, should have brought life, 
liglat, and fruitfulness; and will he not vi
it for 
!tis own great natne aud truth'8 sake? 
And seeing that I mean to address thosp, who 
read, and profess to value the scripture, I would 
appeal to them in good earnest, to look at those 
things which are written fOl' our lem'ning, "n'pl'oof, 
and adillonition, but not to he trifled with, as a 
thing to Il]ake a fine oration of, 01' to get [DOney 
by it; but if thou art in good earne
t, and de- 
termined not to fool away thy time, or befool 
thy own soul, look what is therein written, 
only lay aside all subtlety and craftiness; yea" 
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beware of that, as of the serpent; and if thou 31't 
strÏving to serve only the Lord, 31Hl to love hiul 
abo\'e all, with a!l lhy soul and with all thy 
strength, anti thy ueighLoul' as thy self, then, (if 
thou art in such a case) happy wilt thou lJp, yea, 
happy is that people whose God is the Lord; 
and sueh will know the Lord thei., God, and 
ulay look iuto the Scriptures, alld there read wou- 
ùerful things ont of his law; yea, wonders with- 
out numher, anti nOlle of them without a solf'mll 
signification, that e\'en tIle historical part, is so 
stored, with such an endless iund of Lle
sed in- 
strnctiotJ, alld correction, that we may behold 
every leaf of it ,"ith admiration antI gratitude 
unto Him, before whom all things are naked and 
bar2, c,'en bcfore Ilim with whom we have to ùo. 
And there we read of that gre3t all(1 dreadful 
name, the Lord our God, whom ouly we should 
serve; and there also, we llJay read largely of 
the lords and gods many which are in tile 
,vorld; of which we are admolJished to beware, 
yea, and warued, not ouly Ly the many testimo- 
uies horll again
t the sin of Idolatry, hut also by 
In3uy 3 \\'ful examvles, of d rearlful judgments, 
which were poured forth upon individuals and 
nations, on account of their Idolatry alld 
other horrible crimes, which were the cflècts of 
forsaking the Lord, and going after the gons of 
the uat.iolls; and although their gods were very 
"JHauy, Jet IdoJatry \\'3S aJi the same under what 
name or f01'11I soc'"er; hut we find, that an10ng 
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dIe peop1e of ISI'acl, it is very frefjuelst ly 3tH1 
strikingly designated hy the name of Baal, which 
appears to he very significant, far beyond any 
thing that I may attempt to set forth, so that 
here it n1ay suffice to notice, that Baal hath an 
allubion to l1ah
am; not ouly the word, but tIle 
tnanller of their heing frequently rnentioned toge- 
ther: aud elen in the first account we find 
of Balaam, it is said, that Balack took him up 
to the high places of Baal; by ",hid. it 
ppears, 
that Baal was the Idol, and ßalaam the miui
ter. 
Could any thing be more simple or instrl1ctÏ\e, 
when we consider what ßalaam was, even a luan 
of rare quali!lcations? and also, like what many 
woul(1 call, one of great piety; but theu look 
what he was and trenJble? yea, tremble, oh! ye 
nations that set up such, and also tend to make 
them what they are; for In3ny who have fallen 
iuto such a snarp, 111ighl have been brave tuen, 
if they had not been taken with that bait \\ hich 
might be too much for them to resist; as we 
may SPP, the Least, the whore, and the fal
e pro- 
phet, holdiug' out their gold hait to destroy him 
for whon} Christ died; yea, and therefore, may 
have in their skirts, the blood of the souls of poor 
innocents, who (perad\'cnture for some accursed 
state po!ic
'*) nlight by them be tempted to seU 
soul aud all, like Balaam, to whum let us re- 


· Alluding to the great temptation held førth by what is 
caned church pr
fcrmellt, for the sah.e of whicb, ruan
' kne beelt 
tempted to run iuto llJ.e miuistry of the church" who wert; not fit 
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turn again, to take one glauce nlore at wbat 
be was. 
'V e m
y obsel've in the first p1ace, that the 
leading crime which we find pointed out in hin1 
for our warning, was, that he loved to get wages 
for his ministry, whether of wealth, honour, 01" 
preferment in the world, no matter which, since 
be loved some earthly reward, while he was set 
up and highly esteemed in the nation, yea even as 
a prophet; and he is held forth unto us, (for a 
warning,) as one endowed with rare gifts, but 
fell from or lo
t that good state hy letting his heart 
out after some earthly reward, so that (to speak 
plainly) he became a lover of parthly things. 
which were got by his sel'vice at the high places 
of Baal, Dlore than he loved the Lord, by 
whom he appears to have been so signally fa- 
voured; whence we may conclude, that Baal 
became hil'l god 2 or rather the wages which 
came to him for his work at the high plaees 
of Baal; so that (to be short) the wages of 
ßaal was what he loved most, and therefm'e, 
the wages or earthly reward was his god: 
hClJce it is, that all who go after Baal, serve 
him for earthly reward, and that is their god, 
. no mattei" in what shape or pretence they 
serve, seeing that the thing they love lllost, is 
their god. 


for it, (neither could be,) seeing that none could be fit who un- 
dertake it for any worldly consideration, whether to climb up into 
livings, or sees, or whatever else they may call them. 
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And now Jet us IDark wen and tak
 notice, 
(see Numbers, xxii. and xxiii.) how his heart 
went after the gain which the king offered him for 
the exercise of his gift; as we read, when the 
princes first c
me to Balaam with du.i.. great 
gifts anrl p..omises of high promotion, the Lord 
said Ullto him, thou 
halt not go with them, nor 
curse Israel. for they are blessed; and yet after 
all that, when the princes came to him the 
second time, with still larger gifts, and higher 
offers, he went again to inquire. of the Lord, 
as if he could think, that the Lord might 
ha\'e changed his lllÎnd in so short a time; 
even though he had so straightly charged him 
to have nothing to do with them; whereby 
it is evident, that the heart of ßalaatn went 
after (or rather went along with) the princes, 
and with their causc, even thòugh he saw 
the Lord against them; but as he would 
look after the great offer which had b
en Inade 
him, be affected to go and inquire again, 
therefore, the Lord }>f'rmitted him to go the 
way wherein he desir{'.J (whidl proved to be 
the way of destru{'tion) !õ"et>ing that he had re- 
jected tile Lord's way (or connsel) he would 
not he forced, hut was permitted to go in the 
way that hi!': heart mo
t de"i,'ecl; and a sad way 
that is indeed, 
ven to this day; and such is 
the lot of all wbo 
o against cmniction. 
And we may, also hehold woful inst
n('es 
of great madness, folly, anù instability, 
L 
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amongst the people of Isra(31, even in the 
time of l\ioses, while the Lord's judgments 
were before their face; iu their passagp. tlu{mgh 
the \'VilfJerness, they began to fall away, or 
slide into those tbings, out of which the Lord was 
leading them, as 
s recorded of th
 nlatter of 
Baalpeor; which caused the anger of the Lord 
to wax hot against Israel, and, which appears to 
have been contrived by the great subtlety of 
Balaam, who was a chief of that generation, that 
always was for 1uaking an affinity, or agreement, 
betwixt earth and heaven. He opened a way, 
for an affinity to be formed between Israel and 
his o,vn people (which is called the matter of 
Baalpeor,) even with his way of religion which 
was exceeding plausible; though the perfornl- 
ance thereof, was for wages (or reward) upon the 
high places of Baal; and that opened the way 
for the princes ûf Israel to join in affection aud 
afiinity with the princes of his people, which in 
holy writ, is ca1led whoring after them and their 
gvds; fron) whom the Lord woulel have his 
people "h.olly separated, yea" he would put eo. 
nJity between them, because they would live in 
the 
ri!'ít ùf this world, according to the desire 
of the fle
h, and of the carnal mind, 
'hich is eu- 
m
ty with God, and so, being of the earth, earthy, 
they wonl": sit down therein aud desire nothing 
highe.', hecatJ
e that was the spirit they lived 
in, whert.
by tlley became exceedingly corrupt, 
even while they nlade a mighty high, specious" 
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and plausible profession of religion, and faith in 
God, upon the hi
h places of B<lal. 
But the Lord would lead hi
 people out of all 
8uch vanities of the nations, and also ont of their 
spirit, life, and affections, as he would lead them 
to look lJeyond earthly, for uew and heavenly 
affections, as typified by the promised land, to 
which he was leading them; which they could 
not possess, if their 1'icws and affections were all 
earthly and sensual, (even though they were 
but as a figure of the substance which is in 
Christ;) for that was the cause wherefore that 
good land spewed out its former inhabitants ; even 
becam
e of their iniquities, yea, even w bile they 
made 8 specious profession of religion and faith 
in God (according to the manner of such times 
of ignorance) as may be oùserved by their zeal 
for the service of Baal, whicb would seem to 
be thought something supet'ior to w hat was 
common in those times,. which made it so much 
the more delusive. 
And we need not much marvel, if the grea t 
(though subtile) wisdom of Balaam, (with his won- 
derful sayings, eloquence, and propbecies,) 
should be very enticing, and taking, with the 
people of Israel, when held forth by a man, so re- 
nowned in the world for his wisdom and piety 
8S ßalaatn was; 80 that we find, that through 
his counsel, there was an alliance, or affinity 


· The Midianites were those amongst \\ born Moses }lad sojourned: 

me of wlwrn appear to have been an enlighteued people. (see 
E:rodus, xviii,) 
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formed, even between the princf's of Mirlian nnd 
of Israel, so as to cause the anger of tile Lord to 
he kindled again
t Israel, yea and also, to 
ha!--ten swift destruction upon his own people" even 
upl)n l\lidian, &c. to whom he designed to do 
great service; and mi6"ht 
Ven have expected 
to wOlk theil' deliverauce by his pa
t
l'al exer- 
tions, in bringing about an alliance Let\\ een theau 
and Israe1. 
But in that also he proved more blind than 
the ass he rode upon; seeing that he could 1J0t 
]lave invented a surer way to bring upon them 
swift destruction, than the"ver}' means which he had 
devised to avert it; and how should it he otherwise, 
for he was a desh'oyer, e"en as all who preach for 
Jlire and reward is, and eler was; tor such lead... 
ers . of the people cause them to err, aud they 
that are led of them are destroyed even to this 
very day; insomuch, that now we Ina}1 see 
a wondt:'rful 8il1lilal'ity between his ways, and 
the ways of such as preach for hire, aud di- 
vine for money, and seek preft:'rment that way, 
even to the present day; except with this differ- 
ence, that few of then. are so highly gifted as 
Balaam appears to have been, and which is set 
forth, as if de!Si
ned by Heaven,_to draw the atten... 
tion of Dlankind to such an example; therefore 
I shall take a little further notice of what is writ... 
ten respecting him, seeing that bi
 case is held 
forth as a notable nl0nument of warning to the 
ílge
 of the world 
All tbat would take waruing by the signal fate 
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of Balaam, may ohserve him set forth as a Ulan 
who sa'v great and good tltÍng
, and highly fa- 
voured of the Lord, but by letting' out his mind 
after the gain, that mil2:ht Le made of his ministry, 
he became leaveued into the same spirit as the 
people who 
f't him up, and from whom he re- 
ceived 8uch reward; and as they destroyed hi
l1
 
be wuuld destroy them also hJ1 his ministry; and 
so like people, like priest, tending to settle eûch 
other down in their wa:ys, npon which the L01'd 
was bringing desh'uction for their iniquity. 
'Ve may observe by Balaam's conduct, that he 
became so thoroughly leavened into the 8pirit of 
the people among whom he dwelt, (throngh his 
10t'e of unrighteous gain,) that instead of warning 
them to repent and thoroughly amend thf'ir ways 
and their doings, he set to work, with his wiles, 
to entice the Lord's people to partake of the sius, 
because of which, he saw his own people rearty 
to be cut off; and all through love of the wages 
of unrighteousness; which 
o Llinded and de- 
ceived him, that he seemed prepared to deceive 
himself and all around him with all his might, 
even while he pl'ofessed the higlu>st pilch of 
sanctity and self-denial, saying to Balal'k, that 
if he gave him his house full of silver and gold, 
}Je could do (or say) nothing but what the Lord 
commanded him, which (no doubt) made the 
king the more to fea.. and reverence him; but he 
that could take 8ilver or gold in any wise, as 
the reward of his miuistry, cannot see where it 
would carry him. 
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And if the ways of Balaarn, and his itl01 Baal 
(which was as the wealt h he sought after,) was an 
accursed thing, "hich drew down such sore 
\'engeance upon Israel of ol(t, as we may read 
. throuKhout the Judges, Kings, Chronicles, and 
Prophets? I say, if such a thing could not be borne 
under the dispensation of the outward types, 
figures, and shadows (of the good things to cOl1'e) 
of which it is said, that the law nlade nothing 
J)erfect, but the hringing in of the better hope did? 
and seeing that we profe:ss to Lelieve in that 
Letter hope of the gospel which ll)aketh perfect 
through lhe a1l sufficiency of that grace, and truth, 
which co'mes by Jesus Christ; and BOW, if after 
all that bath been done for us, we shoult] turn 
aside, not only to the bonrlage of the law for 
filthy lucre's sake? but even co\'et the 1't"'ry same 
thing that is c1ear1y fi
ure
1 out unto us by the 
heathen idols and idolatry, how should we es- 
cape in such a case? would not even the heathen 
rise up in judgment against us? and who would 
deny, that the ground of all heathen idolatry, 
and the selling' up of idols was covetousness? 
and that all whomsoever duped the people I'rith 
Baal, or any other idol, djd it (in unbelief) tor 
the sake of money, e\'en as a thing by which they 
sought to get their wealth, in which case, tmch 
as receÏ\'e, and they who pay for such vauities, 
'Were a II of one? 
But ala
! how do we 8ee high professilJg 
chriBtians, who e\en Loast of the purity iu which 
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thf'y'I
()ld forth the glorions and free go
pel of 
om' Lord and Sa\'iolJr Je
ns Chri
t ? no" tu he- 
hold them at this ùay, making- such a mock of it, 
as to tnrn it all to their own purpo
e, as Balaam 
desired to ha\'e done, 
\'en while they sJlould 
know, that no name or profession woul(1 have 
sanctified his crimes, while his heart went after 
his idol Baal, in seeking unrighteous gain; and 
now, are men becorne so Llilld, as even to sup- 
pose, that the name and profeRsioll of Christ, 
and his free gospel, should sanctify the very 
same crime in them at this day? would it not 
rather ßlake the crime appear of a tenfold deeper 
die? when we remember the dour. of \\'it- 
ne
ses, which from age to age, through val'Ìous 
dispensations of God un
o mankind (e\ en in the 
times of ignorance which (lod winked at, and 
nnùe.' the la\\') an speaking the same uniform 
laugua
e, that it \'\'as the Lord's determined pur- 
pose, to have even the remnant of Baal, (and aU 
mercenary nsage) pur
ed dean f.'om the minis- 
try that he would own? and more especially in 
the fulness of the gospel, of which the I
ord 
himself left llS au example that we should follow 
his steps; anet \\' hatsoe\ er is in any ways con- 
nected with au hireling ministry, is dean contl'a.. 
ry Loth to his precept and example, 
Objection,-Some l1lay object and 8ay, that 
the case of Balaaul is an unfair cOlnparison to 
that of a gospel minister, seeing that Balaam was 
a heathen, and fell away so desper&leJr, as e\eu 
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to prartice dÎ\ ination and encbantment, - while 
the mil
ister would abhor such a thing, a1though 
he might co'-et a good li,'ing and like it too, 3S well . 
as ever Balaam did, 3S the reward of his minis- 
try, yet ne\ el'theless, he 
hould he true to God
 
aarl stand fo.' the cause of ,'ia'tue and of the gos- 
pel, and not betray it like Balaam, fOl" the minis- 
ter can love and serve God, though he should 
Ita ve an eye to his own temporal preferment, 
i\uswer,-Ïs not the case of snch a Ininister and 
that of Balaam quite the same? if so he, that 
he should have all eye to promotion in the world, 
as he' had? is not that tbe e\'il eye, which filleth 
the whole body with darkness? aud that is set 
forth as the cause of his òownfall, \'\"hkb so 
blindpd him, that he could not see the angel 
with his drawn sword, to cut off all that go in 
thë way wherein he went; and now, all ye that 
be of the generation of Balaam, though cloaked 
up under the name or profession of the go
pe], 
think ye that such a cloak \ViII save yon fronl 
the stroke that awaits a1l thaI. go iu Ihat way, 
would it Bot rather a
gravate the crime? to pro- 
fess Christ autI go ill the way of Balaam? which 
Peter calls maduess, reLukerl by the dumb 
ass? Anù now look, all le who go in tllat way, 
having one e
'e looking to thp glory of the world, 
and another looking to the Lord, what think ye? 
could snch a one either trul y 10\ e or fear him, \'\' hile 
they can so trifle with his g1oriol1s cause, and 
5('t it at nought, by preft:rring the fa
hioll of 
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the times, to his high nod holy ",aYt who 
saith, if thine e)e be single thy whole body 
shall be full of light? but ye that plead for 
t"he 
vil eye which hath a double vie\v, whereby 
the whole body is filled with dal'knes
, whaf 
think ye of the safety of snch a way? 
And oh! ye rulers that set up and uphold 
sl1ch a way, and oh ! ye people that cry it up: 
Jo ye indeed think that you 
hall escape? and 
that all the responsibility ßlust He with tllè 
poor pas1ors, whom you as.e the cause of thrust- 
ing forth into sneh a sea of temptation? and if 
the blind Ipan the blind; shall they not both fall into 
the ditch tû
ether? and now, Ito! all of you to- 
gether, who set them up, that preach for gain; 
do ye not sel up a way, in which, they that 
go that way, cannot see the destruction that 
is therein? for it is the way of darkness, en- 
chantment
 8orcery, and divination, and the 
root - of all idolatry, )'ea, the suLstauce of aU 
the heathen idolatry, which was first set up 
for gain, even as the wood al1d 
tone &c. which 
they \'rorshipped, was Lut the shadow of idola- 
try, but the gain gotten thereby, was the sub- 
stance, yea
 the ve"y thing which their soul 
adored, and lusted after. 
And that was the thjllg that h1iuded Balaam, 
and blindf'th aU at this day, who go aftf'f 
unrighteous g<Jin as he went, yea, and thU.1gh 
they may he as eluquent and I
arned a!õ1 Ealaaul 
"as, aud pi'ufess to expound the la\\ -and tIn! 
M 
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gospel, while yet they know not either, neither 
can they see the adversary in the way wherein 
they go; and with all their learning and en- 
chantments, they cannot see the difference be- 
.. 
tween a prince of Midian, and of J srael, nor 
can they see, how that Balaam 01ust be slain 
with the sword that falls upon l\fidian, neither 
can they see, how that the jewels and ornaments 
taken in the spoil of Midian, should be laid 
up in the tabernacle, as a memorial for the 
children of Israel before the Lord; I say, that 
none who go in the way of Balaam, can ever 
see those things to their comfort, even thongh 
they should Inake never such eloquent orations 
thereupon, or get eyer such large mOlley for de- 
ceiving themselves and the people: and is it not 
a grief which must be bitter in th'e end (ere it 
be removed,) that the selfsame thing, which drew 
down the wrath and judgments of God upon the 
people of Israel (fro III age to age,) should now 
be set up as a leading order of 
nch as' make 
a high profession of the gospel, yea, and even 
under a profession of superior reformation? 
"Te read in the Old Testament, throughout 
the lime of the judges, kings, and prophets, what 
sore judgments and destruction fdl npon the 
people, on- account of their forsaking the LOI'd 
and sen'ing Baal and other gods in their groves 
and high places, yea, and though they had a 
constant succession of the Lord's zealous faith- 
ful servants, r
i
ed up alnongst them from tune 
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to time, both of jud
es, kings, IJriests, prophetR, 
and of the people, who not only testified against, 
but laboured to withstand, root up, and destroy 
the corruption occasioned by the sin of Idolatry: 
and we read in the books of Kings and Chroui- 
{'Ies, of many zealous efforts, to reform the 
people, aud rescue them from going after the 
manuel's of the heathen in their worship, &c. 
(which was all selfish and sensual;) and we read 
of much that was done (according to the dispen- 
sation they were then under,) and great things 
were accomplished at sundry times, even by. 
some of their kings; but after all that had 
been done for them (by the Lord and hi's servants,) 
we find their records of what they could effect, 
frequently concluded by saying, that" ne\er- 
theless the high places were not taken a way, but 
the people still sacrificed upon the high places," 
and the reason is there given, that it was because 
that, "as yet the people had not prepared their 
hearts 'unto the God of their fathers." (2 Cllroni- 
cles, xx. 33.) 
Behold what a comprehensive reason we see 
given in few words, which was, that the people 
had not prepared their hearts unto the God of 
their fathers even unto that day, after all that 
had beeu done for them, both in lllercy aud in 
judgments, and fury poured forth, because of 
their backslidings, and proneness to c1eave unto 
the manners of the nations in their selfisluaess 
and sensuality; which tbe God of their f(lthers 



88 


had determined, that his OWl) people should 
not sit duwn ill, even in any sort; and he is 
not as a man, that could change, though he 
shewed 10
lg forbparallce, setting good and 
e\,il befOl'e thelo, that they H\igh t choo
e the 
good; but he would 110t f()J'ce the{u, for that is 
not a(
corrling' to his ",i!], 
8 be would have a 
free ppople, and he )\'Quld l1a\'e the whole heart, 
otherwise they could not be his people; for 
none ('ould ever be his peoph
, hut such að lo\'ed 
and 
ened him freely for hi:) own sake, without 
fee or re" ard. 
Anti all whose hearts are so p..epar
(1 unto 
him, they care for no bigh place, because they 
see him above all high places; tbeil' e
 e being 
opened, they eee him to their exceeùing joy, 
and 110t as an adver
ary in the way to destroy 
them, and such is the lot and the blessing of all 
the pure in heart; they see God, and they 

ee their way, for Christ is tht>ir way, and 
there is no des. ruction in that way, for it is 
a way of salvation, and will remain, when 
all the groves and high places of tHall'
 erecting, 
which he 
ets JJp for seif-eHqs, 
hall he def'troy- 
ed, burned up, and ground to pù\Vut>r, by the 
pow.er of Cbri
t, even as the stone, that Da- 
l)iel s:). w cut out with()
lt hand
, which should 
break in pipces, aU their idols,. their earth, 
and their 
reat strength. 
iln'i that i
 w {.at the God of the fathers 
was preparing the people for, by all his shift.. 
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iugs of them, as from vessel to vessel, in a11 
I)js di
pensatiol1s, since the day that he called 
out Abraham to leave his couutry and his father's 
bOl1se; and many of the fathers saw the day 
of Christ (though afar ofi) and were glad; yea, 
and the dispensation of the law, was to prepare 
the. way of the Lord: aud therein we are left thi:ö; 
lesson abo\:e all the rest, even to shew us, how 
unspeakably weak, aud imperfect, the first in- 
stitution in the world appeareu, cum pared with 
that of the gospel; yea, the law itself, though 
glorious in its season, fell so far short of the 
gospel, that, when compared therewith, the 
one may be called all bondage, and the other, 
all freedom. 
'''fherefore, let such as profess the gospel, be- 
ware lest their conduct give the lie to that 
great truth, and so, prove themseh'es ungrateful 
receivers of such an unmerited offer of bound- 
less grac.e; yea, such an unspeakable gift, that 
even the types and figures of the law, were 
exceeding solemn iu the time and season thereof, 
as being types and shadows of the substance 
which came by Jesus Christ, the fl1lness of 
all, who fulfilled and ended all t.he offerings 
and ceremonials of the law; yea, he ended even 
those thiugs which pòiuteri unto himself, fòr he 
said (when about to finish his great work,) that 
"the things concerning me ha\"e an enù ;" 80 
then, all those chan
eaLle things which point- 
ed to him, and sbadowed hio} forth, bad an 
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end, for he fulfilled and euded them an, and 
he uuly )'emained, that hath no end; and hadng 
fulfill
d aud enrted the old law or covellaut, 
11e Lecame the mediator of the hetter covenant, 
of the pouriug forth uf his sridt, to iu
truct, guide, 

anctify, and sa\'e, all that take heet! thereunto. 
And that is the thiug, which in the fulut'ss 
of time (when the law was fulfilled and elided, 
aud the ('arnal ordiua[Jces thereof abolished) 
the people were called uuto; aud such whose 
hearts were prepared unto the God of the 
fathers, left all the hig-h places that t::\ el' had 
been set lip iu the world, anò not ouly the hj
h 
places, but all old thiugs which passed away, 
were then to Le left, awl all become new, aud all 
of God, e\en of Je::ms, the nll'diatur of the flew 
co\'enaut. 
And 3S we may see, ho\\' the great author of 
etcrual sahaliolJ, dt'sigued that we should not 
be mistaken in the simvlicity of his gospel (unless 
we chose lIot to understaud;) he opens the 
promulgatiou thf:reof wil h a poor waterwoman, 
3!S he 
at weary at the well, Hut only reproving 
her :silJ
, hut :shewing him
e1f as the Saviour; 
oh! glorious flay and e"er memorable evelJt, 
enough to swallow us up in adorahle admi- 
ration, to bt'hold an of a piece, all majelSty, and 
all simplicit)" that the <Jges uf the world might 

ee muJ learlJ the lowly way, wherein the ma- 
je
t). of HpaHlu cho
e, (0 soulld furth the 
\'er- 
la:sting gm
pcl, saying "uto the poor \latcrwomau 
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with lapr pitcller, " woman, helieve mf', the honr 
cometh, when ye shall Iteitller in titis mmmfain, 
nOl' 
'et at Je..m
a'f'm, wor
hip the Father, &c, Lnt 
the honr c(Jmeth, and now is. wilen the true 
worshippers shan worship the Father in spirit 311() 
in truth: for the Father" seeketh such to worji\hip 
him. God is a spirit; and they that wOI'ji\hip hint 
must worship him in 
pirit and in truth." (Jolot iv,) 
He that could not err, was not mistaken in 
the woman (though a sinner;) she appeared to 
be weary of sin, and looking for redemption, as 
appears by how ready she was to converse 
ahout the sours COl1cerus, and ahout the Saviour, 
which being so ready in her month, shews that it 
was very near tlu:' heart; e
ppcially, when we 
observe, what a transport of joy the 
ppearan('e 
of a Sa
iour was unto her, that she left (as if 
she forgot) her pitcher, e\'en he.. present errand, 
and ran to call her acquaintance. sayiug, " come, 
see a man, which told me all things that ever 
I did," (or bronght her sins to rememLl.au('e,) 
" is not this the Christ?" 011! that we were wisp, 
that we could leaI'll by such a lesson as is here 
set forth; not ouly as respects the simplicity 
of the glorious gospel of God our Sa\'i3ur; hut 
as it concerns us all, with regard to a state of 
mind prepared to recei \'e it ; even that we be- 
ware of indiffel'ency or lukewarmness, in a 
concern of such unspeakable importance, hut 
that we believe, and be in good earnest, and 
Christ would do all the re
t" 
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A ntl seeing that Christ is come, (for I on11 
add.'flss such as profess to believe in him,) and 
that he i
, and hath done, an that the Scriptures 
saith ,of him, even to redeem .his people, and set 
them free, and have called tlwm ofl' from all the 
rudiments, even of the law, to which they had 
been in bondage, which was added because of 
tran

ression, unt.il Christ came; see Galatians, iii. 
alld now, those called christians, profess to be- 
lieve that he is come, and that they should 
obey and follow him out of all, e\'en as fully 
as Israel followed Mose
 out of Egypt, 
'ea, 
they profess to believe more of him, than Israel 
rl id of 1\'Ioses, even that he is the Lord fronl 
Heaven, the quickening spirit, who should be 
heard in all things, to whom all puwer ill heaven 
aud earth is gi ven. 
Sef'ing that we profess to believe in such great 
anrl precious promi
es, as of the heavenly pos- 
session of the g.'ace and truth which comes by 
Jesus Christ; Yt:'t after an that hath been done 
for I:JS, if we still make light of tbe nlercie
 of 
Goit, and f:o;et them at nought, or for some co- 
vetous self-end, or earthly usage or accommo- 
dation, join in with allY part of the manners of 
the Heathen, or of the Jews, (from whom we 
have been called out,) should we not then, be 
f3r nlore inexcusable than Israel uuder the law? 
\dlO suffered such sore vengeance, for tl1l"uing 
aside (
rom the commandment giH::n by 1\loses, 
after the ways of the Chald
es, fl'Oll1 whence 
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A hrnham \Vas éalled out? . or the ways of Egypt l 
from whence l\lo
es led them 
 
I say, 
hol1Jd we not he far 1l10re guilty than 
fhey werp, if" hiJe we say, and preach, that as 
ßlany as are of the works of the law are under 
the curse? and that Chri
t hath delh ered us 
fronl the curse of the law? and say, that if we 
be circumcised, Chri
t should profit us nothing; 
and while we say, dlat whoever is jn
tified by 
the 1'\w is f}tlle.. from g-racp, (and so fanen frOID 
Christ;) read Galatians auu Colossians, &c. I 
say, that if aftt'r all 
uch high profession, we 
should now he found going with our buHock f 
ram, kid, or other offering, to be offered as 
onr saerifice, 01' 8holll(1 we he found taking a 
child to be ci.'C1Hllcised, or keep their passover, 
or auy other of their ceremonies, wouJd it not 
be cried Ol1t against as hat'efaced idolatry? and 
a dowuright denyi,,
 of Christ, the ()lIe blessed 

acrificp, who 
honld pt'rfeet forpver them that 
are sanctified, anrl aholish the ordinances of thè 
law that \\'a
 against tiS, takhg- it out of the way, 
naiJiug' it to his cross? (l-.IjJkt:l;ians, ii. Colos.... 
sians, ii.) So we ma} sep, .hat tlIPY who fouch, 
taste, HI' handle the cí.'l'emo"ies of the law, deny 
the coming of Cht'i
t hy their" or ks. 
A nd yet so it j
, that we see aU the!':e thing
 
done in effect, even as hy whole
ale. aud that 
by pr()fes
ecl Chl'istiall';; so th,lt they who 
o 
deny Christ Ly th
ir works, spem uot to kuo,v 
'vhat they uo at lhis day, no n10re lhall 'be 
N 
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Jews knew, who cried" crucify bim," when tlleY 
saw that he should end their temple, tythes, aud 
priesthood; but now they who profess him, 
would still keep up the Jewish tythes, as stiff 
as if he had never yet come to end them; and 
so in effect, still uphold the whole law; for 
tythes were a main support of aU their ritnal
; 
therefore, whoever claims tythes, plf.'ads for all 
the formalities of the Mosaic institution; or else 
for what would be still worse, that is, to clai(n 
the price without gÏ\.'ing account why or where- 
fore they make snch a charge. 
And 
f my limits would allow, I might shew 
that tythes were a luaiu part of the Je\\"ish rituals, 
even as may often be observed; that when the 
Jews were charged with neglecting the perform- 
ance of the Jaw, tbe Lord saith "ye ha\'e robbed 
me in tythes and offerings;' so there we see 
tythes the chief thing noted in the law; inso- 
111uch that if the withholding of them, was such 
robbery in that dispensation, does it not argue 
to the same amount on the side of tbe go,",pel, if 
now we withhold from Vhrist, the glo.'y due uuto 
his name, as the complete offering, of which t.ythes 
have been a lively figure from the days of Abra- 
ham, until Christ fulfilled and ended them by a 
heavenly offering, by which all that are now 
sanctified, have their spiritual acceptable offerings 
presented without spot; e\'cn by him their heaven- 
ly high priest, made higher than the heavens, 
and of course, made higher than the earthly hire.. 
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ling; and we had al1 need to take heed, that 
we Lring our spiritual offerings to that heavenly 
hig'h priest, even to God, who is a spirit, and is 
seeking for spiritual offerilJgs: but they who 
serve the flesh, to fulfil the lust thereof, caunot 
read those things, neither can they see the curs
, 
that lieth upon them that will not come to Christ, 
to ha\'e their affections and lusts crucified, and 
ill such the life liveth, which crucified the 
Lord of glory. 
Some may say, that it is the state, which al- 
lots or appoints the payment of tbe tythes at 
this day, and not the priest that claims them; 
I say then, let such a state answer for what they 
òo; for if it be a gospel state, could any thing 
more flatly contradict their 0\\'11 profession, than 
to iustitnte, and uphold, even the mainspring of 
a11 legal rituals, while they pretend to belie\e 
in Christ, whose comiug was tt> fulfil, and be 
. the end thereof? who saith, "not at Jerusalem," 
which was the place to which such offerings 
appertained, and he is the 
nm and substance 
and end of all, yea, as the stone cnt out withont 
hands, that should smite, overturn, and . Lreak 
to pieces, an other power and dominion, Hot 
only of sin and unlJelief; hut also, of all rule 
alJd authority, until he 
hould ha\e subdued all 
unto bis own bles
ed dominion, alltl raised it 
O\'er all if) the whole earth. 
But now it seems, they will not allow that 
it çouId be ùone without hands, seeiug that they 
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. appoint such vast multitudes of hands, and pay 
tbetl! dear for cutting it out, 
'ea, and many 

tralJ
e ù{!\,Îces they have can'ed, invented, aud 
cOlitriH'd, to COITUVt f. om the himp1icity which 
, is in CIJ..i
t; e\ ell fa I' ouh;tripping a1l that eVt'r 
we rea'tI, uf ('arpt:'llter
, s1Uilh
, and c."rious artists 
of the healhelJ Idolators, as may be 
eeu by the 
piles of cUlltra,lictor) "olumcs \\ hich they have 
wriUen fur lllal1Y ages, e\er 
il1ce the Christian 
profe:s
iou hall Leen lurned iuto a 
ra(le to make 
InoHey, by such as did Hot helievp Him, "ho 
. saith, that 110 man could know him hut by his 
own re\'plation: )et alas! what inca1culahle re- 
venues hath heen allolted throl1ghout Christen- 
dom, to uphold the main root of 1llJheJief, yea, 
to set up and uphold, high priests, aud high 
places, as .he fonutailJ of Chri:stiall kllowledge, 
altbougl. John saith, that the Son of God is come, 
aud hath givf.'u liS au ullder:standing' that we may 
kuow hiln that i
 tl'uP; )'et, Lelwlù how they have 
de
pised his 
uow ledge, as if ()hri
t was 1I0t 
.. sufiicieut to qualify and spud forth his own 
servants, as he did ill tile A postks' days: but they 
who wuuld 1l1ake money of II, 
et about to qua- 
lify luen for that purpo
e, just as lhpy \\ould 
qualify a company of la w)'ers, stich as withstood 
the Loru in the day
 of his appearance aUlougst 
DJen. 
And 
nch have Leen paid man
1 millions, those 
ages past, to persuade the people, that he is not 
f)O !'isen, or COl11e, to gÏ\e tlte understandiu'g, 
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but that the people mn
t pay them fOf it, or it 
cannot be had; and so they (
esl'isé the Loa'(} in 
spirit, as the Jews did his hud)", ff)f no\\ the 
wost hOtJol1rable COuusé)]or all!ung dleUl, (who 
is best and most slll('el-e1y (]isposed,) seelJ)
 sti'l 
to t
link, that, his kuowh:dg'e may be honourah!y 
interred in stich a tomL as he had hewn ont for 
himself; and there they would keep watch upon 
him for ages; aud millions ha\'e bfCIJ paid them, 
for persuading the pe9ple that he is not risen (to 
give the nnòerstandillg of him that is true,) Lilt 
that they have all the understanding still alllong 
themseh"es, for to deal it out as they please, 
and still they think it an honour done him, to 
have his kuowledge laid in :such a tomb as they 
have hewn out tor themselves; for they knpw 
not his habitation in the lIf'a\'eus, therefore, they 
deny that understanrliug which the SOli of God 
gÏ\'eth, (01' would give, "e\'en of his holy spirit to 
them'that ask him) while they aflèct to deal ont 
. that knowledge them:selves; aud so they ascrilJe 
the progres:s of the g()
pplllnto the millions which 
, hath been paid to npllOltI hi
h prieðts a1lft I:igh 
places, iustead of ascribing it to the SOil of God, 
who is come, a light into the world, and haith, 
Ilc thàt followeth me shall Bot walk in darklJe
s, 
but shall have the light of lite; )'et behold what 
vast sums hath heen paid, for to persuade the 
people not sO to Lelie\'e in him or in his light, Imt 
to come to them. "ho were ill the gra\'e of death 
and darkness, and ba\'e neither light nor life to 
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give with their knowlerlge. And thprefore, have 
not the blasphemy of 
uch, exceeded all that 
ever went bpft)re them, seeing that they still as- 
cribe all the fame, glory, and success of th{\ gos. 
pel, to thei." own corrupt de\'ices and e
prtions; 
\vhile in very deed, such have been the greatest 
obstruction that ever Satan yet cast up again
t it? 
IIave they lIot taken the money for saying, ill 
effect, that the l1uderstanding of the Son of God is 
not risen, but that his disciples came by night and 
stole it away, and tralJsterred it to them, who 
are still in their gl'a ves; so that no\\', death and 
darkness, talKs of life and light; yet neverthe- 
less, after all they have done agaiust him, a 
remnant can set to their seal, that the Lo.'d is 
rispn indeed, and his angel rolled away the re- 
proach, wherewith they have rep.'oached him, 
and his own remnant do know that he is come, 
even as the Scripture saith, by the spirit which he 
hath given them, by which he openeth theil' nn- 
derstanding, so that their hearts have burned 
within tllt'm, as he appeareth unto them, and 
openeth the Seriptnres in his own heavenly way, 
",hert-lay he is 
eUing up his king(!olß in the 
hearts of tens of thousands; who is the true light, 
that lighteth every lUau that cometh into the 
world; and the seed in which all uatious IS 
Lles
ed. 
And that is He, who hath heen PO his way III 
the hearts uf lhe people, blessed be his lJame, to 
\\ hOIll the glory auu the good speed of the gospel 
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is to be a11 ascribed, and not to tbe bigh prìest
t 
for they know not that way; it is hid from their 
eyes, because they would ascribe the fame 
thél'eof to themselves, and to their philosophy and 
,.ain deceit, for the sake of gain, or for the praise 
of men. And are not such like unto the priests of 
Baal, (if not far worse,) by whom the Lord hath 
been dishononred and provoked to jealou...y, 
and by whom death aud dal'kness hath been 
spread over the nations, e\'en while they talk of 
life and light? and is not that the thing, which 
corruptetb the earth, (e\'en knowledge without 
life,) as it corrupted Adam, and drove him out 
frotn the presence of God? for it is only life 
that keeps sweet and pure, but in death there 
is rottenness, stink, and corruption, even though 
they should have never slich store of knowledge 
to feed upon. 
And all the aho\'e wofnl degeneracy (and 
much more than I could mentiolJ,) had been 
foretold, and clearly pointed out, in Inany 
prophecies of the apostles, wherein they w31'ued 
and forewarned the Lf'lie\.ers, of the workings 
of the mystery of iniquity, whirh they dearly 
de
crjoed, in many extraordiu3ry significant 
harms, snch as, Antichrist, alHi the sou of per- 
ditiou, &c. which ùeceilful workers, as Lcing 
out of the living faith, and spirit of 
hri
t, shouid 
work into a form of goòJinpss, and foJ' self. ends 
through covetousness, to;hould currnpt, pel'\'ert, 
and betray the cause of the gospel (like Judas, 
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,vho also is called the son of perdition, betioayed 
the Lord for nloney) e\'en to such a wofnl 
extent, that they spoke, as if thereby, the Dlystery 
of iniquity should 8pread far and wide, and that 
the cOlJseqnence should be sad indeed. 
All thuse things, appear to be so dearly and 
accurately foretold; that if the most wretched 
nnbplievel' in the world, should but take time 
and I-mins to examine "hether these things were 
80, e\ en. whether all tbe woful falling away and 
apostacy, which the apostles foretold should 
overspread the churches, have been fulfilled, 
I bay, that a retrospect, even of snch striking 
events, might ùe enough to convince the most 
ohstinate intidèl. ouly let him examine impar- 
tially, and without prejudice; but there is oue 
sort of infidel that would not Le con, inced, 
that i
, the practical infidel, who professes the 
truth of the gospel, and yet sells it for lnoney 
or some woddly gratification. 
And seeing that those things came to. pass, 
evell such sad and gloomy times; just as had 
been foretold by the Lord's holy prophet
 and 
apostles; is there not then abundant cause for 
to lift np tbe head in hope, seeing also, that 
as sure as had heeu foretold, that a woful Hight 
should .ove,.take the churches (which began even 
in the apostles' days) (see John iv. &c.) 'Ve are 
a1so abundantly assured, that a bright day 
shall succeed, which is largely testified unto 
in Revelations, (xiv. xv. & xxi. chap. &c.) 
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ev
u âJat the ion). 'fould (in his own time 
3.l'ise, and be avenged of those things, which 
had prevailed, to bring his pure truth into bon- 
dage, to the dishonour of his ever adorable 
Dame; and seeing that, 
ot only the 
ord's 
judgments hath bpen tnade manifest, but that 
even the glorious day spoken ?f, hath dawned 
unto thousands, far above w
at the carnal man 
could conceive. 
Therefore, seeing that those things came to pass 
in their season, who art thou then that would say. 
that the Lord should be slack concerning his pro- 
mise, but that all, whether nations or individuals, 
, 
that will n,ot bow unto the appearance of the 
Lamb tþat sitteth upon the throne. in who
e 
light the IJaf ons of them that are aved must 
walk? and if so be, that they bow not unto 
his light and gr
ce, as made nlanifest in t

 
conscience, so as to be led and redeemed out 
of the spirit and lusts of this world, and by 
him that giveth the true understanding, to 
have their ways ordered before him, confor- 
mable to his will, in the day of his mercy; 
which if they reject, shall they not be amazed 
with his jutlgmenb
, which are sure to over- 
take, and be tenible to all the workers of 
ini9uity, when the beast, horns and all, t;ltould 
be cast into the lake of his wrath? yea, all 
that appertains to the beast, of what appearance 
soever, yea, even though it should have hQrns 
like a lamh, and appear ever so mild, yet 
o 
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if it be of the l1a!ure of the beast, tbe wrath 
of God will be against it, for it is the nature 
he looks to (as be looks at the heart,) and 
if that be not changed, the likeness will not 
save from the stroke, for the Lord will not 
al wa
's suffer the nations to d well at ease 
and secure in their sins, seeing, that if they 
could partake of their hearLs' desire that way, 
it \Vou
d be the greatest woe or curse, that could 
befall mankind. 
The prophecies in the Revelations are so 
marvellously clear, and the things therein declar- 
ed, so exáctly answering to that which came 
to pass, that we may be ff:ady to say, that if 
tbe apostle .John had lived unto this day, alld 
bad been writing accounts of all that occurred 
these eighteen huudred years, he could not 
bave r
corded such g
eat e\'ents, (many of 
'\\hich have come to pass) in a clearer, or more 
comprf'hensh'e manner, than they are set forth 
ill the lle,,.elations; and there we find, that the 
christian churches, are charged with having the 
doctrine of Balaam and of JezebeI, long after 
old Baldam had been slain with the sword, 
8[HI long after the dogs had eaten old Jczebel. 
I mention this, to remind the reader, that 
it is no ways inconsistent with scripture, for to 
make an allusion to Baal Of Balaam, at this 
t1aYt fOf Jezebel (who John saith. taught in a 
christian church,) is set forth as the chief pro- 
lßoter of the hou:ie of Baal; and by the 
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church being charged with the doctrine of 
Balaam, we OI3Y observe, that it is his life and 
his ways, which are pointed out as beiiJg so 
abominable, while we have a large sample of 
his good words and fair speeches; and "" hat 
is there that could exceed them? but what then, 
he went after this world in his des
res and affec- 
tions, the joining with which, is called fo rli i- 
cation &c. and 80 lu
 laid stumbling-blocks in 
the way of the people, by causing them tn be 
partakers therein; for while his heart went after 
covetousness, his good words only tended to 
ßlake him so much the more dangerous. 
And in process ùf time, professed Christians 
fell away into the very same thing, though 
under quite another name, and in a different 
nJanner, while as 
'et there was no difference 
in the thing itself; and that is the thing, which 
I mean to point ont a little further in the following 
section, by referring more particularl
., to a few 
of the precepts and examples recorded in the 
New Testament; but have no \'iew of arguing 
cases, or any thing further, than simply to 
spread the subject a little into view, in order 
that we may carefully look how far those things 
concern us in the prescnt day. 
I r.;haU conclude this section, with a cantion, 
to beware of despisillg or condemning these re- 
marks, Lecause they fall so vastly short of setting 
forth those things i
 a \'fay suitable to the mag- 
nitude of the occasion; remembering, that neither 
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tbe brevity I aim at, 110r yet the weakness of 
my capacity, would allow me to do justice to such 
weighty considerations; therefore, I shall only re- 
commend them to the conscience of the intelligent 
'rea:der, who may somewhat make up for that 
Iwberein I have been deficient, especially in those 
things which may be better felt (or conceived,) 
than' expressed or testified of,. in word or 
writing. 
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SECTIOX II. 


SomefU1'iller serious Reflections 7.Ip07"" the iniquity 
if Covetousness, sllewÙzg, that tile people lull/" 
been emboldened therein, by the evil exæmple 0/ 
'11wny, who are esteemed their cltieJ leaders, 
wlwse fruits sllew, that tllf!! are so '1vojully de- 
generated from tIle spirit, llje, and practice. if 
tlte Apostles and primitive Christians, as now to 
be found going after and p1'omoting that 't'ery 
same Covet(JUs'lless, whiclt tlte Apostles testified 
against, as Idolat'I'Y, a1ld tlle'root if all evil; out 
of whic/t, ulu'igltteousness dotl" spring up a'lldfiou- 
'ris/l, while t/
e!! cast the slumblill!f-block of 
Iniquity before tlle people, yea, eren u'llile tliey 
projess to SOlV unto rigltteousnes
, and expect to 
"eap of mercy, 'while (tltrougllt/le deceivablenessof 
unrighteousness or covetousness,) ju.dgment may 
be springing up like Ile'l1l10ck, tltOugh tlley know 
it not, because the!! 'u;ould not !.:nO'lv it, ?intil tIle 
,neaSUJ'e of suclilniquity be filled 'Up, as bringetlt 
tI,e wrath of God upon tlte clzildl'en of disobedi- 
ence, or even Up01Z nations that pa'dake oj their 
sins (and strike hands therein,) the!! may also 
receive oj tlteir plagues or judgments; as may he 
seen exemplified, even by tile late overturllings 
in many parts oj Europe. 
THAT which I shall now endeavour to bring a 
little further into view, hath oftt'ß l,een so 
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-, 
largeIy 
poken to, tbat it may now he said, 
what could I say which hath 110t Leen aln.ady 
sdid ? yea, alld tp
tified unto, it) f3l
 more powerful 
)angua
e than any feebIe remarks which Inlay ha\e 
to offf'r; yet that may 1I0t excuse me, aft hough it 

hould he called an old \\'01'1}, ont tale; and that 
I might be told, that lhere is writing enough, and 
who is there to read it, aud that the world is full 
of instruction, hut who will take hef'd thereto: 
)'<<:>t I believe this is a suhjf.lC't, on which we must 
not he siteut until the evil be remo\'ed, or ulttil 
tbe Lord shall cease to plead with the nations on 
that accöulJt, and dt'termilte to plead with thern 
only in judgment, aud until theil, I helieve that 
we should not hold our peace, but even cry aloud 
against the evil of covelou
ness; and especially, 
so long as it pl'e,-ails amongst the pa
tOl.s or teach- 
ers of the people. 
And moreo\'er I may tell them, that they could 
not hear a more doleful report, than that they 
should be pleaded with uo more (\\' hiIe in their 
present 
tate;) and that it should be said, thf'Y 
are joined to their id()I
, let them alouf', whieh 
wou}t! he 8a(1 tidings indeed: but I desire, with all 
the fervency of my soul anel spirit, t hat it may 
not )'et he come to such a wornl pass, as that tht>y 
should he qnite let alone; yet I. am not without 
my ff>ars, eU'D on that accol1lJt, .hough fain would 
I cherish a hope, that there is still some good 
thing' in I hem, and slri\'Ïng wÍlh them, aud III Y 
desires are, that it may nut be in ,'ail), though 
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theil" ..lay seems very far 
pent, aud their light be- ' 
coming darkness, yea, blackness, in the heaveus 
thereof. 
\V herefore then should any mar"el if I use 
plainness of speech; for how could I come for- 
ward in snch a cause, with an unjust measure, or 
a bag of deceitful weights; howheit, 1 ft
el it to 
be a great and sure cause of heaviness and dis- 
couragement, that some of those whicþ I mean to 
address, would not be persuaded by any lan- 
guage, seeing that covetousness doth so darken 
the mind, as that luen should not know what it 
is; yea, that the god of this world doth so hlind 
the mind, that they could not di:scerll or distin- 
guish the difference between the co\"etOl1S and 
sud. as had reuounced the hidden things of dis- 
honesty, although by manifestation of the truth, 
they should commend themselves to every man'.. 
cOlJscÏence in the sight of God; alas! what lan- 
guage could reach or arouse those, that make a 
high professioÍl of Christ, and with all fair8peeches, 
cry up the scriptures, and the self denying lives 
alld laLours of the apo:stles, while they seem not 
to c3_re (or to understand,) how vastly different their 
own \"iews and pursuits aI'e from those they so ex- 

u1 in words, while by their works they deny them? 
So it was among the Jews; the Pharisees which 
were covetous (while yet looking for the lUessiah) 
derided the Lord himself (Luke X\'Î. 14,) so that 
covetousness may be called the god of this world, 
which so blinded the Pharisees, and bound them 
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up Î-1 sÙch a chain of darkness; t11at with al1 theÎI' 
knowledge, and profession of waiting fur the Mes 
siah, they seemed the furthest off from knowing 
him when he appeared; insomuch, that in them 
we have Ulany striking examplt's, to what a pitch 
of darklJf's!":, co\'etousuess, which is idolatry; 
(whereby the gorl ot this world is uowed unto,) not 
ouly Llindeth the mind, binding it under a chain 
of daa;kness, but also, causeth the wrath of God 
to come upon the children of disobedience. 
If it fihould be queried, who are the children 
of disohedience? the answer might be gi\.eu in a 
t \\'0- folrl sense; yet, here it may suffice to notice 
the most simple anti distant acceptation of the 
word ; seeillg that the children of disobedience 
know not of 
vh:lt generation they are, no more 
than the Jews, who would say, " we be Abraham's 
seed ;" but now lel us lea\'e that, (although it be 
the sum of all) and ouly call them children by 
profession; who make a high profession of Christ 
aut1 of the fo:criptures, bl,It live in disobedience 
untu both. 1"'l1i8 llIay appear a 
evere reflection, 
but the day of trial will soon overtake us all, 
wlH
rein onr obedience will be tried at a ri
hteous 
tr.ibnnal; and if we rebel against the light of \ 
Christ in our own conscience (of which the scrip- 
tlire:.-o testify,) aud do Bot believe or walk therein, it 
",'iH he uur conrlemnation, and then, the fashion of 
the times we lived int would be a miserahle apo- 
lo
y, fur ha\'ing, yielded ourselves as serv
ants of 
sill unto {Ieath. illstcad of obedience unto I'i
h- 
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teonsnf'SS ; for his servants ye are ",110m 
'e obey, 
not whom ye proft'ss to obey, so that it is possible 
to profess Christ, and obey Satan, which is the 
worst sort of treachery; )Tea, even as Lad as an 
avowed enemy; for in the world, a traitor is count- 
ed dangerous as an open enemy, aud even more 
hateful. 
But how awful is that state, which betrays the 
truth, either for the gain, honour, or friend
hip of 
this world; while such may be the least likely to 
know what they do? which is still more dreadful, 
when the influence of custom sweeps them down 
the torreut illto the (]ead sea; oh ! the influence of 
custom, when it runs according to the desire of 
the flesh, aud of the human heart, which is deceit- 
ful above all things; and may it not still be said, 
that surely the customs of the people are vain, 
and wiU he vain, so long as the god of this world 
is served? or in other words, so long as professed 
Christians sef\'e not the Lord Jeslls Christ but 
their own bellies (or a desire to feed on the world's 
esteem,) even while they may be crying, Lord! 
Lord! by many external performances? yet if 
they do lIot the tI
ing that he commands, are they 
not children of disobedience? and how should 
he own them, as their God and SaviolU' (while in 
such a state) who said, I receive not hononr fronl 
n1en ; so that there is an honour, like that which men 
give one unto another, but Christ will have none 
of that hOl1our while the world is their god; for if 
I- 
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any man love the world, the love of the Father is 
not in him? 
Christ must have the whole heart or he will 
ha \Ie none, yet not the deceitful heart; so here is 
the touchstone and h'ue criterion. The Lord will 
have nothing but his own, e\'en that which he 
creates anew nnto good works; who saw clery 
thing that he made, and behold it was fery good; 
and when he came into the world to redeem lost 
man out of evil, he said, every good tree bringeth 
forth good fruit, and warned us to beware of false 
. prophets, which come in sheep's clothing, while 
inward they are ravening wolves, but by their fnJits 
ye shall know them, for men do not gather grapes 
of thorns, nor figs of thistles. 
Now behold the criterion which is set before 
us, not only for our go\'ernmellt but warning al80 ; 
and as it is just aud righteous, so it is a solemn 
rule; there we n)ay see, that the clothing, the 
profes
ion, the name or title will deecive, be it 
never so exactly like the sheep's clothing; lea, 
thou
h the chair of diguity should be never so 
Ilighlyesteemed amongst meu ; yet that is nothing 
to us, unless Wß know them hy their fruits, so let 
none decei\"e himself, and say, how dare I to qUC8- 
ti<?n such as are esteemed the Ì1'ue sheep of 
Christ's fold; but let us rather say, how dare we 
to question or make light of our Lord's command; 
and God hath said, beware of them that come to 
you in sheep's. clothing, and by their fruits ye shan 
know theü1 ; so then it is plain, that if we take 
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fhings upon trus1, we are not keeping the c.om- 
mandments of Christ, who commands us to be- 
ware of mell, and to know them by their fruits; 
aIld not as an uncertain or indifferent maUer, 
Lut a po
itive injunction "ye shalt know th,enl 
b)7 their fruits," (1JIattllew vii. ]6.) oh! how safe, 
and how simple, are tbe leadings of Chri
t the 
good shepherd, while the ways of men are wound 
up in an endless labyrinth of confusion, whose 
tninds tbe god of this world hath blinded, who are 
corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ; 
and who are enemies to his cross, whose end will · 
he accol'ding to their works; except they repent 
and bring forth fruits meet for repentance ; for the 
gods that have not n\ade the heavens and the 
earth, shalt perish from the earth and fronl under 
hea ven. 
And thus I would propose a few plain serious 
considerations, for us to weigh and consider, es- 
pecially at this time, when we are favoured with 
a cessation from beholding the horrors of war, 
(which is also the fruit of co\'etousness or lust;) 
and seeing that the fermentation of the ocean of 
iniquity occasioned thereby, is somewhat allayed, 
may we not now at such a season,. crave a 
Inoment of solid reflection; for the present day 
seems loudly to call upon us, to look what we are 
aLout ; yea, all around us (besides what has hap- 
pened to neighbouring nation
) is as a loud call, 
if we could bllt hear the rod and Him that appoilJt- 
eth it: and although I did Hot mean to ad\"ert to 
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any particular case, yet there is one wl.ich I cannot 
well pass by ulllJoticed ; aud that is, the amazing' 
quantity of human n}isery which stares ns in the 
face, enuugh to make the hardest heart to ache; 
even now ill this time of peace anò plenty. 
So that all togethf'I., there is abund ance even 
,,'ithout us, (0.. to cause us to look within, that 
OUI' time should not slip over, wiLhout laking IH
ed 
to the light in our cOU8ciellces, which Christ .giveth, 
that with it we may 
t'e, whether we ha \'e 1I0t yet 
sins, from \\' hid} we should break oft: if happil)' the 
Lord may grant us reptmtallce tu the acknow ledg- 
Ineut of the trnth, rather than that we should HOW 

etLle dO\'\'11 in a 
tate of carnal ease ana self-secu- 
rity; and so be In1lell asleep as upon the top of 
a Inast, or on the brink ofa precipice; and seeing 
that sill draweth down such signal \'engcallce 
upon guilty nations, what must it do upon the 
soul, when time to us here is at an end? and 
,,'ben even the ",'asting of time in a way that 
n1en dee(n the most "harmless, may be carried to 
account against us, aud be found a bnnhen too 
grievous to be bori.le? oh! then the fashion of this. 
world which passcth away, will be no sheller 
from the judgment of God, \V hieh is according to 
truth; neither would the height of OUI' profession 
be able to hide us from the wrath of Him that 
sitteth upon the throue. 
And 8eeiug that onr higl!ly favonrf'rl nation, 
not ollly makes a high profession of the scriptures, 
but hath been also blessed with mallY chojce (may 
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we not say rare) anrl peculiar privileges; so if 
was with the Jews; let ns thereft,le feal', lest we 
let thE:m slip, alH
 lest that \\' hir-h was designed 
as the choice
t ble

ilJg, should he turned into a 
curse, and rise lip as a condemnation against us ; 
and a1thollgh our OWl) hackslitlillgs should draw 
down UpOIl us, judgment after judgment, sl-lch as 
bave fallen npon neighhouring nalinlJ
 in onr day; 
yet bow light would it all be (though tCHfohl re- 
peated) COlllval'ed with that hardness of heart, 
and darkness, whel'eby the god of this world 
Llindeth the miud? oil! then how (10th it lu"hove 
all rauks and classes, high aud low, rjch and 
poor, to bring their deeds to the light. that 80 we 
may be favoured to see whether tl1t
Y are wrought 
in God, yea or nay? and moreover, that many high 
professors of the christian uame, hàd net..ld to 
look, whether they worship idols more than the 
living and trne God and Saviour; and though all 
sorts or classes of the people 1Jl3)' be deeply con- 
cel'ued therein, yea, as much so as e\'en the teach- 
ers themsehes, )'et I nlean príncipally to apply 
the folluwing remarks to the. teachers; in order 
that I may speak more to the point, aud that by 
pointilJ
 at them, lhe people Illight be reminded 
to look to them8elves aud beware of covetousness, 
f.'om which proceeds many of the e\'ils which 
abound in the world; and I may also hint at some 
of those evil
, showing them to be the ofl;'prillg of 
co\'etouslJess, which is called idolatry; alld we 
are admouished to let no man deceive us with vain 
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words, for because of these things cometh tbe 
wrath of God npon the children of l!isoLedience 
(Eplt. v, 6. Col. iii.5 G.) 
Now I Come to uotit:e in the first place, how e\'i- 
dent ant) notorious it is, that many \\ ho are called 
luiuisters of the gospel, and bishops, are lIot 
without covetousn
88, but that thereiu, 
OU1
 I\a le 
Sf) far exceeded all bounds, that of them it Ulay Le 
saiò, these great ones have altogether broke.. the 
yoke and burst the bouds aSlInder; and if auy 
should ask how that is to be proved? they may 
be auswered, that their fruils doth makp it mani- 
fest, insomuch that it may' be asked, who is he 
that can take a view thereof, (and of the e\Ï1 iuflu- 
ence of their example ill the world) without horror 
and amazement? ah! woe is me for theil" sake, 
whereunto shall I compare such a state, or \\ hat 
is it like? look at it any \\'a
' and say, if a 111011- 
ster with m3l1Y IJt>ëHIs coull! appeal' more wOlJoer- 
CuI? amI yet it i
 110 more dlau the apo:sll
s fure- 
tolo should come to pass. 
Yea, tlIPY have de:S(Tihed those things so dear, 
and with such exactness, that we ueecl no 
trongel" 
outward evidence, or proof, fur a coufirmation of 
the reality, cteal'lieSS, and efficacy of the go
pel. 
than the fulfilment of the apostles' prophecies 
" hich have taken place, e\'en elluugh to con \'Ï"nce 
the mo
t ohstinate infide I; insomuch, that those 
great RaLhis of the later ages, who had been prais- 
ed np to the 
kies it)r their great writillgs ami elo- 
qucuce, ill (pretence of) defuacl ing thl' gu
pf'l, and 
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to confHte iufiddity; I say, if they had only ho- 
IJt>S' y enough, to have referred the poor i..fidel to 
the apostles' prophecies, ami. to hid him rompare, 
how exact1y they ha\'e been fu1fitled in rhf'mst'h f'S, 
who aspiriug to the rank of A'reat hishops and pre- 
lates, witla their fruits, ha,Te spread sucb darkness 
over the nalÍolIs, that like the 
l1loke out of the 
pit they have darkened the 
pirilt1al atmosphere, 
so exartly as foretold hy the apostles, that to 
have referred the infidel to such a proof, mi
ht 
seem more convincing then aU the mirac'les which 
the apo
tles wrought, so that the8e great ones, who 
Imve been 80 highly exalted and extolled, for the 
multitude of crafty, flowery,coutradictory ,'olumes, 
which they have written to corn-illce the infidel 
(even while tllf'Y \Vofully corrupted from the 
simplieity which is in Chl'i
t); I say, they Inig'ht 
ha\'e spared them
el fCS such great a(lo; as one 
leaf, refel'..in
 the infidel, to compare how exactly 
the f
 IlSe teachers of tlif' latter ages, agree with the 
declarations predicted by the apostles. might he 
more con\'illcing than all that c\ er they }'(>1 sai(1 
or wrote, for which they h:H'e g-ol luillinns of 
money, and great titles like the princes of tllis 
world. 
A II of which, though. clean coutrary to the 
precepts and example of the apostles, yet what 
they clearly foretold and declared should corne 
to pass; the recital of w hieh, would s\\'ell these 
remarks far beyond whal I have in view, aud ou 
which I should be tender of enlarging, and more 
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e
pecially, as man)' of them ma)' be applicable to 
the state of all people in general, Jet it may Le 
needful here to instance a ff'w pa
sages, to revive 
the subject, or rather, to 
et ill order Lefore I1S, 
how eady the Ill)'"stery of iniquity began to work, 
as declared by tile 3postles; but what I 8hall 
lwre set fOl'th, may only be considered as a speck 
here and thel'e, or as the head of a chapter, 
wht>rehy the reader may be reminded to look fur- 
ther, whf're he may b
hold it abuudantly enlarged 
in his own observation, 
'The love oftnoney, which is the root of al1 evil, 
whid} while some co\'eted after, they have erred 
frûlU the faith (1 Timo1hy, vi.); and thus the 
god of this world so \\'ofully blinded the wind, 
that (in "process of time) many became estranged 
from the true fear, light, lite, and heavenly power 
and truth of God, which the Apostles and true 
believers witues
ed, tasted, and handled, of the 
word of life which is with God, whereby (through 
tnany grievous persecutions,) the sound and fafne 
of the glorious g-o
pf>1 was 
pread through nations 
far aud wide; Lut wljile Satau's kingdom was 
thus 
haking, he sets on his agents or ministers, 
(who loved to haTe the pre-eminence,) to with- 
stand the work 'of the Lord, insomuch, that even 
in the apostles' time they Legan to shew them. 
sehes, as llJe apostle John said, t.hat many Anti- 
christs were e\<en dleu come, and that such as IOled 
to ha\'e the pre-eminence withstood him; and 
lJere let us take notice by the way, that such as 
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io\'e to ha ve the pl
P. 
.m.iI.Jenc
 are the mÎnisters 
of Satan or of A
llti('hri!t, (Ipt them pretf'ncJ never 
so nHlch humilitv, ) Imt thev that are the Lord's 
, \' It f . . . 
serrants in the truth, (Iesire that Christ iu a)lthings 

holilu have tl:e pre-f'minf'l)ce, ' 
Jude saith, that they had crept in unawares, 

 
 , ... r 
who run gl'ee(!ily after .the error of .Bala
}p for 
rewards, &c, e\'en snch whose mouths speak great 
sw
lIing' \';or<ls, ha\'ing men's persons in ad"';i

- 
tion LH
ca
lse .(Jf ad\'anta
e; sensnal, not havin
 
the spirit; 
\leh speak e\.il of cli;:lIitie
, who know 
"( } - 
not the 
lol'iol1sáhea\ ellly dignity which Christ set 
up, who saith, that the princes of th
 gentiles and 
their 
reat ones exercise dominion and anth
)fity;' 
but that it fShould not he so amollgst 
'ou; and 
be 11.0t 
'e ('all(--'(I H:Jbhi; for one is your master, 
e\'en Christ, all.d a.ll ye are Lrethn'u; neither be ye 
ca1led llIastel:s; and call no man yonI' father upon 
earth. fQr oue is you,r Father which is in heaven. 
(See _1Iaullew xx. 25. and xxiii. 8, 9. 10. Luke xxii. 
2.5. 26.) l"'he dignity of which hea \'elll
7 o rcl er. 
s
lch as were 
ensl1al, not having the 
pÌl'it, (yet 
)o\'ed to lHlve the pre-eminence) could not abiJe, 
it is foolishuess unto them. 
Pete.' saitl., "there shall he false teachers 
among you, who pri\'ily shall hring- in damna,hle 
heresies, even den)'ing the Lord that Longht them, 
and many shall follow lheir pe
picion
 \
3Y8 ;. by 
reaSO!l of whom the way of trnth shall be evil 
spoken of, and through covetonsHe
s fo'hall they 
with feigned wOl'ds make luerchanùize of you; 
Q 
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whose judgment now of a long time Jingereth 
not," &c. (2. Peter, ii. 1. 2. 3.) There we may 
see, that \\ hile they made a high profession of · 
Christ, let for filthy lucre sake, by their works 
they deuied the Lord that bought them, while with 
feigned words, through covetousness, they made 
merchandize of the poor flocks, whoa}) they did 
110t f'pare. 
Even as Paul foretold the Ephesians, on taking 
his last fal'eweU of them, saying in Acts, xx. 
" I k
ow this, that after my departure shall grie- 
vous wol ves euttr in among you, not sparing the 
flock; and of your own selves shall men arise, 
speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples 
after them;" so he warned them to watch, ('011)- 
n1ending t.hem to God, and to the word of his 
grace, which is able to build up and give an inheri. 
tance among all the sanctified; referring them also 
to his own example, saying, "I have coveted no 
niall'S silver or gold, or apparel; lea, ye your- 
selves know, that these hands have ministered to 
DIY uecessities;" which plaiuly sheweth, that even 
in the Apostle's o\\'n time, his strongest fears were 
the etfcc;ts pf co\'etousuess; so he reminds them 
to remcmLer how he ceased not to warn them 
with tears night and day by the space of three 
leal's: and tu the Coriuthians he saith, "I fear, 
Jest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve 
through his suLtilty, 80 your minds should be 
corrupted from the simplicity which is in Christ':' 
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even as he saith to Titus, that men taught things 
they ought not, for fi1thy lucre sake. 
But I must forbear to recite many passages of 
Scripture, and need not ha\'e quoted c\'el1 these, 
(only to set the nature of the suhject in order 
befol'e us,) seeing that we may obsen-e, in each 
Book and Epistle throughout the, New Testament, 
admollition
, warnings, and prophecy, of a great 
apostacy or fal1ing away from the light, life, 
pirit, 
t.ruth, go\'ernment, and order, which the apostles 
lived in (and laboured to bring people unto), ill 
place ,,,-hereof, they speak of a structure, likeness, 
or image of what the apostles wrought by the 
power of Christ; insomuch that it would usurp 
the name and profession while ill quite a differeut 
spirit, as the frnits thereof made clearly manifest 
(just ar, foretold by the apostlt's), when in process 
of time, this monster threw off the mask, or rather 
that all their paint, art, or gilding, could lIot con- 
ceal the cheat; for although the god of this worhl 
so blinded the mind, that they knew not \\ hat 
spirit they were of, 
'et the babe in the light, 
could see with the siugle e
'e, how that in process 
of timp, it was man that came to he exalted and 
extolled, e\'en while they pretended to exalt the 
Lord, who declared that his kingdom is not of 
this world: anù now \\ ho would dare to 
ay 
that they were his disciples, who set up an order 
and goverment which he told his fol]owers t)hould 
not be among them; and such as Peter saith, 
through covetousness with feigned words, ihall 
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inake merc1
3nòize of 
'Oll, by reaRon of whom the 
W()y of trnth should ue e\"il sl;okeu ot: whobe 
judgment lillgereth not. 
And \\ hat 
orer judgment could hefall ttwm, 
th
n to Ita\ e the milld blinded hy t he 
nd of this 
\vorld, aud so Le gi\"cu 0\'('1' to ('(J\'(:,toll
lJess which 
is idolatry, aud Iluto a desire of L
Ì1:g lonis over 
God's heritage? all which is of tIle serpeut, who 
tenlpted E\"e to CO\pt and aspire' aftel' fOl'hidclen 
]\:110\\ ledge, tor a purpose of 
elf-exah atiolJ, W3Ut- 
ing to he gods; and thus 1II1l,elief got ellt rallce, sO 
as lIot to Lelieve the Lord who sairl,-in the ùay :ye 
partake thereof, ye shall surely die. 
And e"en as by sin, death eutered into the 
world, 80 also as iniquity òid ahollnd, the love of 
many waxed cold; and heing left destitute of 
the fruits of the spirit, they betook themselves to 
be supplipd with 
lIch fruit as theit' :soul Co\ eted 
aftel'; and fil'st of all, the fr..il of the tree of know- 
ledge, whieh Lrings the soul nuder deat.h, and hiding 
from the presellce of God, who i
 light; for all 
that do e\'il hate the light; and if the 1ìg'ht which 
is in us bt'co'11e darj{ness, how gl'f
at is that dark- 
ness? and how illf'xpressib1y great W(]S the dark- 
ne
s which o\'ertook tho8e, whose mind the gO! 
of tllis world had blinded, may staud a sìilla
 
mOnt1111Plit of warning unto all, whf'ther indì\1i. 
dllàl
, societies, 01' lIatiuns? that while we ha\'( 
the light we may take heed thereulJtö, · and be 
)ie\'e i.. it, and walk in the light, lest d:uknes 
Qvertake 'us; and aU 
Ol'ts of people are eqt1all 
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oncernp(l herein, for howeH'r rlifferent the temp- 
tation may be, tlw priace of darkness, the temp- 
ter and deceivl.r, is slire to 
nit hi:s hait according 
to our circumstance, wf'akne!'ò
, or propellsity; 
and if we de
pise God's wal'\f'Jlons light, which is 
oflered as his sah'atiotl to the f'ntls of the earth, 
e\'en Cluist wilhin, the hope of glory, tlle 
alHe 
yesterday, to day, and fur e\'er, wl,ich 1I0t ouly 
manifests the gi'eat ùeceit of thf' heart, of sin, and 
of all unrig}lteousness, hut al
o grants the un- 
speakable gift of repelltallce, with power to forsake 
all evil, and even to draw nigh unto God in the fun 
a
surance of faith, through the drawings of the 
Father, who with the holy spirit, is one God over 
aU blessed for ever more; and he alone it is, which 
leads into sweet harmony with the scriptmes. 
And seeing that we are encompassed aLout, 
with snch clear manifestation of the jndg- 
nlents and mercies of God, anti the glorious 
light of his son; how should we escape if we 
neglect so great sahration, and refuse him that 
speaketh from heaven? who would shake all in 
that can be shaken, and burn up all our chaff and 
dross, yea, all the prouù, and all that do wickedly, 
should be burned up, by his own heavenly Lmp- 
tism of the Hol)' Ghost and firf'; the axe I;eillg 
1aid to the root of the corrupt tree. which un- 
bounùed and ulIl1lcrited mercies, if we should des- 
pise them, and follow ]ying vanities, it will not 
serve as an excuse, for to say, that the serpent be- 
guiled IDe, or to say, that lllell deceÏ\ ed DIe, 
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and I was deceÏ\'ed ; for now the same cans
 
produce the like effects as e\'er; anù although. 
Iltany "aJ's tliere he, of being òeceÏ\"ed, }'et all de- 
ceit is of the 
erpent, and Christ who is the truth, 
the liz;ht, and the life, is al.le, not ouly to disco- 
\er him, but to brui
e Satan under our feet; and 
that which is written, is for OUI' instruction and 
correction in righteousness; and that which has 
happened of the righteous judgments of God, 
should be for onr warning and admonition, that 
we 
hould not lust, or co'"et, as they also lusted. 
But to return to 1he evident fulfilment of many 
of the apostles' prophecies respecting the frnit
 
and effects of co\'etuusness, it is "ith rductance 
that I 
honlt1 f'nlarge upon those expressions, that 
nlay be needful for to cOlney a shade of the sub- 
jec1, any ways adequate to do it the least degree 
of justice, therefore I shall try to make it E-;hort, 
and get rid of it quick as I can; and as it ,,"ould 
be tedious to enumerate the many ilnentions, 
which were sougbt out, and set up Ly that same 
fallen wisùom aud subtlety, which said unto Eve, 
}'e shaH not sUI'f'Iy die, but shall he as gods kuo'w- 
ing good and e\ il; so t here is the upshot; dehir- 
iug to be as gods, the god of Ihis world blinded 
the Inind, and so the evil eye came to be opened 
as the apo!Stles saith, "I fear lest by any means, as 
the serpent be
ui!ed E\'c through his sl1bt!ely, 
so your milJds should be correpted from the sim- 
plicity that is in Vhrist;" 2 Cor. xi. 3: and so it 
came to pass, that being corrupted from the sim- 


, 
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plicity, ft duor came to be opened for those, who, 
as Peter saith, " have tlte Ileart exerci
ed in C'Olet- 
ous practices, (ii. })eter 2.) even 
llch as h
 fore- 
told, should through covetousness with feigned 
words make merchandize of the poor flocks; and 
a sad merchandize they drove, aiming at being 
lords over God's heritage, being such as loved 
to have the pl=e-emiuence, and wrought so far in 
the n.ystery of irâquity, that in process of time, 
they made é:1. sad prey of the flocks, which began 
to work; even while the Lord's heavenly labour- 
ers and valiant soldiers:, whose weapons were 1I0t 
carnall>ut luight.y through God; by whose mighty 
power and spirit, the truth was spread far and 
near, even in the face of cruel mockings, tortures, 
and persecution unto death; until even kings and 
potentatEs of the earth, acknowledged the truth 
which they proclaimed, and made profession of 
the same. 
Alld then a" ay was opened for that spirit to 
get exalted, which loved the chief seat in the 
synagogues, and to be caUed of men rabbi; and 
so, to make the reputation of the christian name, 
the mf'ans of their own aggl.andizement in the 
the world, passing all bonnds therein, not only 
becoming great as the princes of this world, but 
could practice the same sort of craft and dissimu- 
lation, for the purpose of attaining unto that anti- 
chri
tiall pre-emineuce, even as the great men of 
the earth practiceù, in scramb1ing for what is 
called pl'cfenllcllt or promotion iu the world: but 
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their fruits manifested what spirit they were of; 
luoceeòillg from bad to \V orfo; e, yea, so blind, 
void of all shanie, and such a pitch of darkness 
came over them, as even to set up what they call- 

d the Crusad
s, and so devised scheme
, to ex- 
· tend the christian rèligio
 in the world, Ly the 
}lleanS of fire and sword; '" hich some of their 
historians, as sottish as themselves, have called 
by the name of the holy wars: and so w
r was 
set up as a virtue, by thenl that professed to follow 
the Prince of Peace. 
It is reported of Mahomet, that he extended his. 
dominion' by means of the sword, but I do 
nút know whether" those antichristian monsters 
followed the example of l\lahomet, or whether 
1\1 ahomet full owed theil" example, yet tha1 
Inakes no matter, as it may suffice to know, 
that it was an for the devil, who was a mur- 
derer from the Leginning, and abode not in the 
truth; but it never was of Christ, who came not 
to destroy tuen's ]Ï\'es but to sa\'e them; and all, 
who go about to father such works pf (Iarkne
s 
upon Chri
t, as the fruits of a trlle christian spirit, 
3."e of those that Peter said, would, through C(H'et- 
ou
ness, with feigned words Inake merchandize 
of the flocks, by reason of WhOlll the way of truth 
should be evil spoken of. 
'Vas ever greater cause given, for the glorious 
go
pel and name of Christ to be evil spokell of, 
than Ly such horrible works, which cau
ed their 
deeds to stink, even among the heathen? in:somuch 
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that it may now be queried, whether there be any 
part of the world wherein the christian name is 
more ahhorred, tlaan in some of those parts called 
the Iloly Land? wherein so niuch blood had been 
8hed and deceit practised, uuder the name of 
fighting- for the go
pel of peace and truth, or as 
they called it, t()r the cross of C
lrist. 
Could auy 1 hing be more pleasing to the devil 
(the father of aU such honihle doings), than to see 
the christian lIallle made snch a shew of, and 
put to such open shame in the sight of the heathen? 
and it was no mal'\'el that such leaders of the 
people should cause them to err, and run into 
many stran
e inventions and extremes, even to 
torment their bodies and that of their flocks, like 
the won
hippers of Baal; as if they had forgot, 
that Satan would have men's bodies tormented 
and the sonl too; and he cared not, if tbe body 
was dishonoured and destroyed, while the lust 
was sa\'ed alive; aud so, would work by his 
ap:ents whom he blindeth by the god of this world, 
as is said unto Timothy, while some coveted after 
money they erred from the faith; and how exceed... 
ly did some err froll) the faith, who substituted 
cruel bodily exercise, which profiteth little, in 
place of repentance toward God, aurl faith ill our 
Lord Jesus Christ; even as th
 Lord upbraided 
the Pharisees and Scribes, saying, that" laying 
aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tra- 
dition of men, as the waslJing of pots dnrl cups; 
anù Ulany other such like things do ye" ell-lark, ix.) 
R 
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and yet, how n1l1ch more inexcusable were those 
tban the Scribes and Pharisees. 
But the mercies of God eudureth fc)rever ; -and 
let generations tell it unto their childl'eu's child':' 
ren, that in the ages to come, it 111ay be mention- 
ed amon
 the Ii ving 
vidences of the care of the 
good 
hf>pherrl, who gh'eth his life for the sheep, 
that all the conllJined powers of darkness, even 
the dragon, the whore, the beast, and the fal
e 
prophet, were not able to pluck his own sheep 
ont of his hand; yea, he it was who is stronger 
than' all, and through all, reserved a seed unto 
himself, e"en from among that people, which he 
sustained by his own invisiule power; a1though 
hidden from, or not known by the world, neither 
by the wisdom thereof, except sometimes to cast 
a flood of reproach or persecution after them, 
charging thelu with innovation, heresy, and all 
mannel' of evil. 
And they were not a few, who at sun
ry times 
(at the peril of liberty and life), bore a testimony 
for the Lord, against the pomp and cOl'I'l1ption of 
hierarchy, and (although there were a few learned 
among them) they were for the most part, persons 
of small account in the world, such as mechanics, 
and some women; which nlay be told, to the 
praise of the pro\'idence, power, and glory of 
God; who is slill choosing the weak things of the 
world to confound the things that appear llJighty : 
and it is remarkabl
, that though sHch were 
often derided and abused in their lifetime, yet 
even a few of those wel'e viewed rather different 
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after death, and evpn some that tbey owned, tes- 
ti
ed ag
inst tt1eÏt' ways. It is reported that a 
woman named Bridgp-t, dec1arerl a
ainst their 
ways, and reproved them so severely, as to ðay, 
" that tile prelates, bishops, and priests, are tl:e 
cause why the doctrine of Christ is neglected, 
and almost extinct; that the c1ergy have turned 
the ten comn)andments of God into two words, 
which signify give money," and prophesied, that 
" the see of the pope should be thrown down in the 
deep like a millstone ;" still they would can her a 
prophetess or saint, '" hile they lived in the crimes 
which she cried against. 
And here let it be observed, that fron) amu 1 :gst 
tnosp sprang the refOl'mation, and not through the 
heathen Hor the Jews, did that great ]j
ht 
hille forth 
at that day; but th
 Lord had regard to the cry of 
his own oppressed seed, which cried unto him ft)r 
deliverance in the souls of many amongst profes!:;ed 
Christians, who could not rest ùay nor night. under 
the bonùage of corruption: and the Lord regm'(led 
the travail of their 
Ol1Js (being his own hlessc(l work 
begotten therein), and sent forth his li
ht and llis 
truth, whereby with his day spring from on l.igh, 
he again visited the benighted nations of Europe, 
so that a noble stand \Vas made, not only against 
the avarice, pride, and pomp of the prelates, hut 
also against many of their rite
 and ceremonies; 
which were become more like heathen idolatry, 
or Jewish traditions, than ordinances of the go
pèl 
of Jesus Christ; and as that light proved aD 
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unspeakable ble
sing to lhe nation
, so it mig-lat 
also be called a Llessiug, even to them, from 
am()U
8t \\ hom those iu the light were caHed out, 
whereiu the long suffering alJo tender mercies of 
the Lord were malJifested, lea, and his judgments 
were also made lllanifest, insomuch that it lJJay be 
queried, (
eeing what he did f()r his people to the 
praise of his grace,) what is it that he would not 
have done for them, had they ahode faithful uuto 
Him who saved theln in the day of distress, when 
they trusted in him, and were liule aud low in 
. their own eyes, while Inany were faithful, uuto 
death, and receh'ed the crown of life? 
But alas! alas! what soon followed after? or 
rather, what is it that Legan to work, toec1ipse that 
glorious light, e\'en while it was only wdl begun 
to dawn? that is the whole burthen, the sum, 
and the substance of what I am now feebly endea- 
vouring to set forth, insomuch that the foregoing 
remarks were d
signed only as a preface, or 
. necessary iutl'od uctiou, for to spread the subject 
in order Lefore us. 
Howheit I am aware, that it mr.y Le to no more 
purpose then that of calling to the deaf adder, 
8e
illg that they have all along het'n warned, 
and their revoltings testified a
ailJ
t at times.. 
since the days of Ed \'\:ard; liot merely by stlch 
feeLle worms as me, but also by many dignified 
instruments, against whom thi'Y have .not only 
hardened themselves and stopped the ear. bllt 
. I 
of
eQ. cast out reproaches after them, calliug tl
en' 
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tl1rhn1f'nt, rnde, vulgar, factious, &c. fò:ayilJ
 a1l 
Inat
Uer of evii against them; but as for me, I 
can e.xpect to do no more than f-'lightly to glance 
at their wa)'s, aud (a:s it were) to set foot here 
and there. 
Altho,,
h the contemplation of the times of re- 
fOl'llJatioll, should warm the hem.t, aud fill the 
soul with g,.atitude, for that marvellous di
play of 
forbearance, lo\'ing kindness, power, and provi- 
dence of Almighty God; yet, on viewing the re\'i- 
val which took place in tho
e days of heH\lellly 
visitation, we are reminded of the depths of Satan; 
how that he appeared in the fielrl at the very fil'st 
dawn; and (as if he häd seen his kingdom in dan- 
ger), opposed a1l the powers of darkness to the 
spreading of the light; and what he could not 
effect by persecution, was wonrlronsly soon 
brought about, hy holding ont the old bait; that 
is to say, the king{]oms of this world, and the 
glor)" and reputation thereof; aud that was <]ni<.
k- 
Iy taken; it would seem al most as greedily as 
Judas took it, though with less remor!"f', although 
they might have Leen warlJccI, not only by his ex- 
ample, hut Ly the example of mauy about them; 
Lnt what could warn, or stop tbe career of such 
as were 
reedy of fihhy lucre, or open that e)'e 
which the god of tlJis world had bJirHled ? 
. So that now tha)'" Legan to carryall (as it were) 
by wholesale, and not in the comparatÏ\ e slow 
degrees, as in the day
 succeeòing the apostles, 
whereiu it took huudreds of )Tears, before those 
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",horn t1JP god of this world had hlinrJt'd, and 
sud. covetùus as were idolatol's, ('oliid say, that 
t;U\Y had deci(
et1ly gained the fielu, alld driven 
the true church int
) the wilderness, (a hid den so- 
litary st
tp,) there to mourn over f":uch as were 
ollly worshippel's ill the outward court; who had 
Uo life in th
;r court worship, for they knew it 
uot, neither (lp
ired to know any thing, 1mt him 
\\ ho, by the Holy Ghost, t hr>y could call their 
Lord .Jesus Chri!oìt, and him crucified, (wilh \\ horn 
their life \Vas hid in that wilrlerlJess 
tate,) whom 
the wor
hippers in the outward conrt kuew uot; 
for tlwy had a gnd that t lwy served, even 
1 am- 
mon, whilí.' they were luud in saying, Lord! Lon! ! 
but do not the tlïÍng which Christ commands. 
And th:1t is the same 
pirit which Satan wronght 
withai, even L} such as lon.Jù to have the pre'emi- 
Iwnee, anti to be callcd of men, Uahbi; yea, and 
Fou.e that prUfl-'s!';.f.rI, to be zealous reformers, and 
"ere luu.1 

'aim,t the errors and corruptions of 
rOlìer
' ; \\ bile at the same time, they take all care 

!ld much pgins, to rptain that \ery self samp thiug, 
,\ hi(;h \\ as the ruot of all popi:-,h corruption; aud 
tl at i:s the 10\ e tlf lUoney, the ..pot of all evil, even 
CO\etollsnt'''1i \\ bid. is idolatr";, wherehv the g od 
. ., 
of tlais wodd LijìJ{
e! h the lHi
,d; and unto snch 
Satan ofh:red the wh)le hait in hulk, which was 
quickly and so grc(;dily taken in, that e\tel1 the 
J ,"wish t yt.! t'S Wt'.'e nut too much for thtH stomach, 
\
 I:ic-l. l'ould S\\ :1l1ow the camel; lJeiug 
rpedy uf 
filthy hH
rcJ \\'hi1
 at the 
ame 
iUJe, they affected 
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to strain at the goat, (éven things which may he 
counted smaU compared wit h co"etouslle
5,) and 
were loud ap:aÎnst somp of the Itranches which had 
grown out of that corrnpt root; and a
ailJst many 
of the popish snper
titions, even whil
 the}' flew 
to the prey, their Jewish tytllf'
. whid. they were 
determined to holel at anJ' rate; as if tLeJ wou1J 
'Venture soul and all, rather thall Id Ihat f!O, which 
would raise them to some aceou:.t in tile siz;ht of 
men. 
And in order to J?:Í\'e so inconsistent a nlea
l1rp, 
some colour of eonsi!-1teuf'Y, the)" set to" ork also, 
to retain some fragments of old ('erem(\nit-':-;, that so 
they mi
ht affect to ha\'e sOlJ!f'thin
 to give the 
people for their monf'Y ; as if they did not hdie'"e 
that our I
orrl had fulfilled and 
nd( II tl t' whole 
of the Jewish dispen
ation, (of wl:il h tythe
 wprc 
as a main-spring, or leading feature.) and IJ
callle 
the mediator of a het'e.. covenant; or else h()\v 
could they set his new covenant at nought, aud do 
therewith as they list? 
But when the god of this wor1d ha(1 h1inrled 
the miurl, they could not see, how that fur fi1tIJY 
lucre sake, they tanght things which they on
ht 
not to teach, though m
:my in that ùay saw thf.'ffi 
and their works, 3[1(] Bot ouly mourned over tlJem, 
but reproved and testified agaiu
t then. Ina"y 
ways, and eVPl} òel,itled thpir doings (as Elij"th 
did lhe pripI"ts of Baa 1), and that very often, iu the 
reigns of Ed wan} and Elizabeth: and ahho'l;.!.h they 
are but iittle noticed in their Looks, except to deride. 
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and set tl'em at nought, yet they are written in the 
Lord's book of remembrance, who
e book is a 
hue record, and his spirit a true recorder. And 
they were 110t a few, that both then and since, were 
r
ised up to testify against their high places; for 
a 
1'eat people did the Lord of hosts raise up to 
bear the burlhen and heat of that day of refor- 
Illation, for it was not done in a corner: my 8uul 
ador
s that nlercy and power, \\'hich began and 
carried on the work, in a sense, that it was not Ly 
the Inight nor strength of nlan, that the LOl'd of 
hosts wrought, but by his spirit. 
And yet, have not Inany in effect be1ied the 
I..Iol'd, and still go about to belie him? aud hatlJ lIot 
their speech been stout against him, as if they 
would arrogate aU to themselves? sa) iug in effect, 
if not in words, that his great aud man ello11s light 
had shone out of their colleges and high places, 
which have arrogated more unto them sehe
 (e\en 
to the bl?
phemiug the power of God) than e\'er 
was comlp1tled "pon the high places of Baal? But 
they ('anuot see that they 
re of Antichrist, being 
against Christ, in setting up their gl'eat learning, 
exalLing and e
toJli n
 it, as Gorl, an(] claiming the 
Je\\ i:,h tJthes and ordf'rs as t he price thereof: all of 
\\' hi..1t is contl'dry to Chri
t, as if he had never J'et 
('orne and takeu them out of the way, 01" ..ailed 
thelU to his cross; hut God is not mocked
 for, have 
they provoked him to jealousy? hut ha\'e they 
not ratlwr pro"oked to the coufusioll of ,their own 
.faces? and although they deck themsel \ e
, aud 
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ascend, so as to 
ay in effect:" I win sit in the 
loonllt of the congregation anrl be like the most 
high," )'et shaH they not he brought down from 
thence, even to the sides of the pit? 
A nc] how great will be their amazemeut, wben 
they shall see themselves as they are, even 
that they are of mystery Babylon, which hath 
committed fornication with the kings of this earth, 
and hath heen so joined to them in their affectiolls 
and lusts, that the inhabitants of the earth have 
heen made (J rnJlk with the wine of her fornication, 
(as in Rev. xvii.), And aILhough they should be 
made so drunken and stupid, as to reel to and 
f.'o, through the deceit and instability of her earthly 
wisdom and craftiness; and that in hel. golden 
cnp, there is mixed up a great store of fine decked 
carnal ordinances, of the bighest pretension to 
religion, whereby she may even reign over the 
.kings of the f'arth, yet their flesh with the affec- 
tions and lusts thereof, can never be crucified 
thereby, lIay, hut rather hui1t np together in deceit; 
e\-'en as he who is joinerl to the Lord is one spirit, 
so that which is joined ,to the world is one body. 
(i, Cor. vi,) 
'Vhat a my
tery is that great tnother of harlots., 
that although her profession be so hi
h, that she 
appeal's arrayed ancJ decked as with 
olrl, pre- 
cious 
tone
, aud pearls, &c. (expressin
 all that is 
truly great, good, aud valuahle), yet in her hand is 
a g-01den cnp, full of alJominations and filthiness 
of h.t
 fornicatiou? oil! the depth of the deceit of 
s 
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the heart of n1an, d
ceilfnl above a11 things, aud 
df>speratf>
Y wicked, who can know it? none but 
the Lord aloue, who sheweth unto man what his 
thoug;hts are; and sheweth, that. if any mau love 
the world, the love ofLhe Father is not in him, yea, 
and sheweth, that. \\' ho
oever will be a friend of the 
world (a{'cording t.o the cnrse thereof), is the ene- 
Iny of God. (James iv. 4.) 
And if John wondered with great admiration, 
w
}en he saw great mystery Babylon, (the enemy 
of the life and light of God, and of J1is saints and 
martyrs,) how g.'eat will be the anlazemeut of all 
that d well therein, when they behold their state, 
as it is written; "they who d wen on earth shall 
wonder (whose n
mes were not written in the 
book of life from the fonndation of the world), 
when they behold the beast that was, and is not, 
and yet is ?" (Rev, xlii, 18.) 
\Vhen the fearful judgments of ßahylon were 
proclaimed, the voice was also heard from bea\'en 
sa)'iug, " come out of her my people, that ye be not 
p:trtakers of her sins, and that ye receÌ\'e not of 
hf'I' plagues;" and setting forth hel' plagues, he 
saith, by how Inuch she hath glorified herself, 
aud lived deliciously, so much torment anti SOI.- 
row 
:ive her, even double according to her works; 
a'l(1 the kin
s of the earth, who have committed 
fUl"nieatiou alld lived deliciously with her, shaH 
bewail aud lament for her, when they shall see the 
smoke of her burning, &c.(as in Rev x\'iii.). That it 
d.eeply concerns all, to beware of mystery Bab
lon, 
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and to take heed lest we be found sleeping within 
her bordt.
rs, or in any of her dimensions, (or in 
any wise bowing to the god of this world, which 
blindeth the mind;) for her merchants were the 
great men of the earth, and by her sorceries were 
an nations deceived. 
And now it may be queried, what nation or . 
people is there, (of what prufession Of religion, 
soever,) that ha\'e 1I0t, in some sort or other, bepll 
deceived or bewitched by her sorceries? ha\'e they 
not been emboldened in inql1ity olle way or other 
by her il1fluel1ce, or exampJe, even while they pro- 
fess to dissent fronl her many inventions? and 
would such dare to say, that they ha"e dean es- 
caped out of Babylon? and seeing that we have 
the Jight, wherewith Christ enlighteneth every man 
that cometh into the world, even that which is 
the life of 01en, which would also bring home 
scripture warning and reproof, with as much cer- 
tainty, as ever said, " thou art the man," wh
ch if 
we slight and reject, shall we not be left without 
excuse? 
But, alas! many who are in greatest danger, may 
think their state the 010st safe and secure; "h! 
that such Inay remember, and lay to heart, the 
day that cometh as a thief in the night, rather 
than reject reproof, and put it f.'oln them, "ayiug-, 
that sl1ch judgments cannot await )Ile, seeing that 
I am reformed, and not in that church Oi' 
tate, 
against which those woes are pronounced, but ac 



136 


quite separated, aud come out fron) among
t 
them. 
A1J8Wer: come thf'tl and try the 
round of 
'our 
staudit1g, though ye stand high as bi
h()ps of the 
rf'tormed ehUl'ch, (or be accounted as masters of 
Israel,) but what is mo
t to he feared, that .-neh 
are too secure to ha\ e their staudiug called in 
question, even while they profess great re
pect for 
the scriptures, which chargeth us to examine, and 
prove your own sehes whether ) e he in faith; 
k!10\V ye not your own selves, that Jesus Christ is 
in yon, excppt ye be repl'obate
; (ii. Cor. :xiii, v.) 
the first query then should be, whether ye are Lorn 
a
aiH? as the Lord queried of Nicodemus (who 
saith how can these things be) ., art thou a n1aster of 
Israel and knowest thuu not these things?" adding, 
Ie man'el not that I said unto 
'()n, )'e must be born 
again, for that which is born of the flesh is flesh, 
and that which i:-: born of the spirit is spirit; and 
except a Illan be Iwrn of water and of the spirit he 
cantlnt see the kingdom of C;od." (Joltn iii.) 

ome HOW, oh! ye bishops, and great monopo- 
list
, who engross to yourselves what is called a 
whole see, and if}e be seers indt3ed, 8ay if ye 
have seen the kingdom of God in that way. 
whereby Christ saith it can only be sepl1? If ye 
lue his, that must be your way alone, without auy 
secouùa(y condition of the confused degree;; DC 
Babylon, where the language is confounded, ,and 
the way Jf the Lord dishonouret1; but the way of 
Christ is one, and God is one, and he is the one 
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way to the Fatber, a l Hl none ran COIl1e to the Fath
r 
but lJy hilH ; mill all tbat climb up any other 
way, are thi
\eb alHl rohbers iu his sight; oh! 
then, 
 p ..hit.f priesls. will ) p say, that he i
 your 
way, aud that ye are uùru of \\ ater aud of the 
spil'it? 
Call ye set to 
ronr spa1, that havin
 drank of 
the water \\ hich lie gi \'es, 
 e thir
t 150 Inore, but 
that it is in you, a well of water sprill
j"g lip untu 
everlastiug life? or must YOli gu to sC.'
k YOHl' way 
in co1leges or degrees of learlJing (or otlwr ill
 
ventions), which have lIot quenched Jour thil.
t 
unto this day? and what thirst i
 that which iJ 
upon you? is it Daviù's thirst, who saith, ., as tJie 
bart pauteth after the watel'bl'ooks, 
o pantelh 
my soul after thee ob God! my soul thirsteth for 
God, for the living' God;" or has YOllrs beeu a 
worldly thirst, a thirst after forbic1den knowledge, 
as a steppillg stone toward earthly honour and 
promotion in the 
pjrit of this wOl'lcl, which lust- 
eth to have more and more, like the offspring of 
the horse leech, crying, gi \ e, give? 
;\n<1 ha\ e ye in that 
mme spirit, committed for- 
nication with the kings of the earth, 
o\'ing the 
,,"odd, that so the world may lo\'e you in return, 
and gÏ\'e you that ,'ery promotion which your 80ul 
lusteth after, elen as yonI' old mother mystery Ba- 
bJ'lon, the great luothf:'r of harlots, did before you? 
and now ",ill ye dare to say that ye are reforrued, 
while ye follow tlJe same lusts or covetousness; 
not having your \'ile body changed, neither your 
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lo"e pnre and chaste, to lo\'e God above al1, and 
your neigh hour as yourselves? nay, but are ye not 
Inure ]ike such as ]o\'e to have the pre eminence, 
and to he called Rabbi? aud are there lIot some 
of )'0", that even lo\'e to be called Lon)? if so, 
\\" hat think ye wi1l lour I"heep's clothing (or high 
profession of the scriptures and of lhe refurmed 
religiolJ) do for you, if iu the si
hl of an all-seeing 
God, ye should be found to be 
f the generation 
of tllP grievous wolve!';, which Paul said should 

lIt{>1' ill among- the helievers? and such as Peter 
sait h, 1 tu ollgh covetousness, with feigtleù words 

hott1.J make mercha:u)ize of them? 
Onr Lord commands us to beware of wolvf's 
ill sheep's dotluug; sayiug, "by their fruits )'e 
- 
.=).!tn know them, for no llJan gathel'eth grapes of 
fhol'ns, 1101" figs nfthistles ;" therefore beware lest 
)ùur fruit ùe like the sour grares which set the 
children's teeth on edge; and have ye not made the 
world like a wilderness, full ofbl"ambles and intri- 
cacies? where ye wo
ld le
rtain way, but 
f:honld be 
'rewt'd o\'er:your entangling, and 
iutl'ica1e "indill

, to co....upt the flocks from the 
simplicity ""hid) is in Chl'i
t, the hea\'euly \'ine, in 
,,,hom there is lUJ \ariableness llcithel' shallow of 
tnruillg; who r{,ll1aiu
 for ever more, the good 
f."f')JIIt
I'd that giveth his life for the sheep; who 
ßbith, I alII the way, aud the truth, and the life; 
aud un man cometh unto the Father but Ly rue: 
aUtI he 
aith, I am the door, and the way into the 
Iìheep-tolJ ; and h
 is the way spoken of by 
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8criptnre prophecy, sa)'ing (in Isaiah xxxv. affel' 
the r!ps(rllctiol1 of Babylon had L)f
en proclaimed,) 
that the wilderness and the solitary plac'e shall he 
glaJ, &c. "aorl an high way shall be there, anet a 
way, anti it shaH he called the way of holiness; 
the nncleau shaH not pass over it; but it shaH be 
for those: the wayfariug men, though fools, shall 
not Pfr therein." 
Behnlc.lthell what a plain way the way of holi- 
ness is, where the Lord is waited upon, and served 
without distraction; who is the Prince and Savi- 
our, that alone can give repentance and forg'ive- 
ness of sins; aud there is no falling short of the 
promise upon his part, hut all was fulfilleet alJd 
ended, )'ea, ant) evf".Y jot and tittle made goocl
 
when he said,-it is finished! and he that gave ... 
himself freely an offering for aU, fulfilled and 
ended the olel Jf'wish priesthood, and tythes ; (for 
that which waxed old then \"anished away, where 
the Ij
ht of his new aud ever1
sting covenant was 
made manifest ;}

,
1<
 sent forth his discip1f's say- 
ing, the time is fuifiilp(), flnd lhe kingdom of God 
is at hand, repent ye aiad believe the gospel; aud 
commanded hi
 ()isciples to preach, saying, "the 
kilt
dom of hcavPI) is a} hand, freely ye ha
e re.. 
("'{'h"ed, freely gi\le." # 
Au() yet., some who profess to preach the same 
r,ospel HOW, will charge as dearly as they would 
charge foa' any mercenary turn upon the face of 
the whole earth; and some will not scruple to 
claim tJthes (even to the preseut day), as if we 
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,,"pre still under the law, and as if onr Lord Jesns 
Christ was not )'et ('ome, to fulfil, aud to he ,lie 
cUtl of tlIP law for righteousness, unto p\ ery oue 
that bplie\'t:"'th; and are not such of Alltjchri
t, 
(
.f'ing agaiust Christ,) who claim tythes for the 
S:1 ke of co\'etousnes
, as if. hat prie
th()orl, under 
whi('h our Lord was crucified, did still triumph 
over him? 
Uut the s('riptures declare (and a living rem- 
nant believe) that Christ triunlphed over them, 
ß13king- a shew of them openl}' on the cr()
s, )'ea, 
and blotting out the hand-writing of ordillau{'es 
that was against us, and contrary to us, auel took 
it n
t of lhe way, nailing it to his cross (Collos. ii.) 
of which ordinances, tythes were a leading order; 
so that it is evident, that the chief. priests of the 
present day, \Vonld do as they list with the pro- 
fession of Christ and his f.'ee gospel, like the chief 
pi ie
ts who cried, crucify him, when he came 
Imio lhem, eveu "hile they profe
sed tn lJe waiting 
for his coming, as the very suhject aud object of 
theil' hope
" 
Oh ! how hlintl is that mind which the god of 
this world LlincJeth? and although the Lord had 
said, tbat the pt-illce of this w01'ld cometh alld hath 
nothing in m{\, yet e\'en they had a plea (sneh 
as it was), I.t cause they did it igl10rantly 
 for hall 
they kno" n it, they would not have crncified 
the Lord of life antJ glory; and they had even au 
intere
t in the jJ)terressiou of the blessed Redeemer, 
. who prayed, " Father forgive them, fOI" they know 
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not what they do;" but how fa." they laid hold 
on that gleam of hope set before them, is known 
ouly to Him that knoweth all things, of wholu it 
nJay be said, Lord thou knowest. 
But as for the chief priests of the preseut daY1 
whose covetommess hath no bounds, (seeing 
that they have usurped a sort of hierarchy, such as 
never was sanctioned, either by the law or the 
gospel,) my fears are strong, and my very heart 
faint for their sake; because that how much 
;oe\!er 
the god of this world may have blinded them, I 
can hardly yet believe that they do it quite in ig- 
norance, seeing that they have not only l\loses 
and the prophets, but also Ch.'ist and his apost les 
if they would hear them; and withal to put them 
still in mind, they have been warned from one ge- 
neration to another, fo." the space of huuoreds of 
years, by faithful witnesses, who saw by the Holy 
Ghost sent down fa'om heaven, (and also read) 
that the gospel was not of, or by man, but by the 
re\'elatioll of Jesus Christ, the everlasting high- 
priest, bishop, and shepherd over the house of 
God; and that such high-priests. as uphold the 
Jewish tythes, and through covetonsness with feign- 
ed words make merchandize of the flocks, not 
only raised a great cloud of darkness through the 
nations, hnt that they, with their orders and 
suutlety, were the most powerful instruments 
that ever Satan yet found, for to oppose and 
withstand the comiug of the Redeemer's kingdom 
with lite and power; and that their pomp, and 
T 
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I. . 
gre'edmess hath caused the name of God to he 
blasphemed among the heathen: and if professed 
Christiaub should be heathen at hea..t, is not that 
the worst of heatheuism ? 
It is likely that SOU1C would ask what I mean 
'"h)r sneh a sweeping charge, as if I would say, that 

tho8e high-priests were not what they should be 

in au
' n-
ppct; and that I ha\"e not had an óppor- 
ttunity of kno\\ing all that I assert. 
" Au\o;wel',-J meanjust as I say, but may not tell 
'even the one half of what I know,.(as this genera- 
.tion could ll()t bear it,) although my knowledge is 
very limited indeed, but by their fruits (
'e shall 
know them; and although I may but very slig-ht- 
fly glance at a little of their fruits, I would then 
-ask, is there not a cause? and may it not be que- 
1riecl, what mcaneth then the saving alive the chief 
aucJ great thiugs? yea, the honible things of old 
( , 
'n}
'stery Eab)'lon (for was not covetousness 
..through decét her leading crime)? even while there 
had been a deeking out, and a cutting away of the 
t Jesser or inferior evils, whereby the mind which 
1 the god of this world blindeth, nlay bfl 80 built 
- up in deceit b}' sl1ch pel'formances, as to exclaim 
. (blt"ssed) I ha"e perfoi'med the word of the Lord: 
\'I hat meaheth then the souud and the bruit of 
\ thn
e great p,'incety revenues, wilh all that pomp 
ant! 
tate allotted to men professing thpm
f'lve8 to 
'be ,he snctessors of Peter, Paul, and Timo- 
th}, &c. ? 
"7 uat think ye; suppose that Peter or Paul, should 


, 
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ba,'e been offered a gin of so many hundred
1I 
3i ye have thollsalJds bJ the year? thiuk ye tJla
 
they would have thonght themselves honest nwn, 
if they should accept thereof (lhey beiug llliuis-, 
ters of the free gospel)? would it not be more 
likely, if one of their converts should have Lt'en 
so corrupt as to make them 
llch an offer, 
ha
 

þey lJJigllt 'Jave rebuked such so sharply as (0 
say, "repent of this thy wickedncss ?" and what 
sbould they say, if they saw their brcthren sneak- 
ing up before them cap in hallù, bowing '04 
cringill
; with-nlY Lord, and your 
OI'dship, or 
Feverence, &c.? I may not be conect about 
their titles; Lut what I have seen (though but 
little) was enough to m
ake the heart to ache, that 
had auy fear of God, or regard for man, to 
. . 
behol
 him so degraded, to the great dishonpur 
of his 1\tlaker and Saviour; seeing that th
 m
au 
man did not bow down, because of the virtue 
J 
 
which he felt, or really respected; Lut because 
. 
the great man bowed to the god of this WO} Id. 
therefore the Olean man bows to him again, 
\'hich is false honour, whether it be of l\tlau
lDol1 
or vain custom. 
I am not in
en8i
le how t h:!-t many 
oul
 
deride these remarks; and 
.ould even call it 
the fruit of wild nonsense, alJd perverse btiugy 
ignorance. And I know al
o, how the y have 
, , 
gone about to boh;ter up the nseh'es ill their 
Jn
ighteolls gai.n, by 8uch Ioo;ayillg
, as, that we 
ßhould not muzzle the mouth of an ox that 
ilL ..... t . 
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treadeth out the coru; that he who thresheth 
should thresh in hope; that the labourer is worthy 
of his reward; 'aud that it was a meritorious ueecl 
to contribute to the necessities of the Apostlf's ; 
and Illany :such like texts they have quoted, as 
if they thou
ht it favours theil' greediness of 
gain; even while the very scriptures which they 
seem to think favour their purpose, would be a 
sufficient condemnation of their covetousness 
if no more had been written thereupon; and 
}lave they not thereby manifesterl, that their 
ignorance of Gòd exceeds that of the ox, who 
knoweth his master's crib; but these know not a 
living by the gospel which bringeth life and im- 
nlortality to light; which, while they know it 
not, the hope of their threshing is a dead hope, 
and the reward of their lahonr like that of the 
priests of :Baa], even an earthly reward (a reward 
that perishelh); but what claim can men lay to 
the precepts and examples of the A postles, whose 
greediness of gain 
eems to have no boullds? if 
they sa)', that the minister should not, be ueglect- 
ed, and that the A po:stles partook of the bOl1nty 
of those anlongst whom they ]aboUl"ed, does 
that make for their purpose, nay, but Jecidedly 
condemns their covetousness? 
1'he Apostle Paul clearly points out to Timothy, 
and prescribes the utmost extent to which a 
faithful minister should look to be supplied, (and 
also sheweth by his own example, that he would 
not accept of such supply fron1 others, while his 
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own hands could minister to his nece
sities;) 
that is to say, "ha\ing food and raiment let us be 
therewith cOlltent." (i. Tim. vi. 8.) But to be sure, 
great difficllity mray arise ahout unde."standiug 
"hat was lIJeant by that of footJ and raiment; 
and in Bahyldll it may excite a great variety of 
opinion, whelht>." it might meau tells, hundreds, 
0." thousands a yea."; yea, it is likely that a ques- 
tion úf such magnitude, might tr)' the great skill, 
learning, and talents, of councils, collf'ges, and 
IHost renowned dignitaries; and it is uncertain 
whether they could ever tell what was meant by 
food and raiment; for HOW in Babel where the 
language is confounded, they will ne\'er fiud ont 
the meaning of a thing which they would not 
choose to understand; like the Scribes, who 
said they could not tell from whence was the 
Baptism of John. 
For if tbey chose that their moderation should 
appear unto all men, and if they had any fear 
of the Lord who is near. could they ever have 
proceeded frolll bad to worse, in such a course of 
grec(lÏness after gain, that now they would accept 
of thousands, while they should blush to receive 
hnndred
? and sofar ha\'ethey exceeded all bonnd
, 
that if the offer shonld be nlade to one of them, 
he would take as much in two or three years, as 
our ,Lord alld his A postles made use of dUl"iug 
their whole lives; aud to complete the mockery, 
\\'hoe\er takes most, is accounted the most 
1101) or revereud; as if they thought with" Simon 
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!n1!t1
, that 1hp gift of God fõ'hould a.bound 
.. 
cording to the incff
ase of moupy, and as is s'
;cJl 
(If SOUle (to set forth a fõ'tate of deslwrate aposta(
Yh 
\\"ho suppor;;et h 1 hat gain is god 1\1)(-'8&; but tlu
. 
Apostle 8aitll, that " 
otllilless with cout
vtn
f!n' 
is 
rf>at gain," 
.Now mark wh4\t the true Christian ca1ls 
great g-ain, even u gocllilless with contentment;' 
\vithout mlY addition; '.ut the 
postate Chris- 
tian supposeth the inerpf\se of revenue, tythes 
or henefiee, to h(-' gaiu; as I have unell hean
 
iòl.C'h thing:s emphatically {
al1f'cI, " ;t good li\'illg
" 
wìthol11. . allY addition, so thcre we may 
ee th
 
false Chdsliau's 
I'eat gain (or good Ij\'iug); but 
the Apostle writes as if eal1lestly COI11
Hui,.g 
against such antichristian de
ires, 01' fuds, auej 
sums up all tha
 IIPed be .
ai
 or rlesired, in few 
words, even that "f!o(lJille
s wirh ('ontenlilleut is 
great gain," as we may read in I 'J'im. vi. 5 6. 7. 8. 
and many other parts of like import. 
Objection,-I know that many would ohject, 
pnd charge me to beware how I speak of such, 
.fìéeillg that 
onle of them 31 e the chief men uf the 
laud, \\ ho al
o hath stood forth as champions for 
religion, Jmd have dOlle (l!lIch and written many 
volumes in its defence, and who are even esteemed 
as fathers, prophets, or seers, yea, 3S he
\ll
 of the 
tribes, apd therefore s.hould be respected. 
Answet',-is it not maniff'
t that I do respect 
them, (so far as the trulh will allow,) by .Iy,thys 
.
:xpo.sil!g m}'self to all llIa'l}l
' of .r e pl'o1.ch, q
 i- 
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sion and coutempt, auif perhaps; olhf'r peri1
. Ih 
ordpr that I ma y (e\f>n in sortie smaH deg-ree) rp- 
IlJi(ul them of tt1e naH;?,'er of covet\ms"e
s and car- 
nal Sf>Clfl"ity, whieh in the simpti<:ity and sil)
lene85 
úf my he'art, I herehy endea\'odr to f\l2t hefote 
them? 'anrl "I can 
ive no :--tronger testimony of my 
desire fOI' their pre-.:eat and etérnal welfare; and 
moreover, I shoul.1 }
e sorry to take an-y thing off 
them as men, but rather lament that such hr:3ve 
men .and talents shunld he sO tAkén in lhe snare, 
as to be cooped up in Babylon's cage; 
nd 
 
people that is iil stich a case, it ('"aunot be said of 
them, that their god is the Lot"cl, if so he that 
they serve the world, 'and seek only the honour 
aud wealth therf>of; and the Lor-(] saith, "ye can- 
not sen'e God aud i\lammoll," alHI he 
dith, " hO'\v 
call ye believe who re'ceite honour one of ano- 
ther?n and he saith, "if allY luau lot'e the world, 
the Jove of the Father is lJot in him, and the world 
will love his OWIl." 
l'!Jer{' fo re, such as please men, and are set np 
by the world, will be hearrl and sought unto I;y 
. the world; and snch h.l\!e doue and w."iueu 
lUnch, that the worlo may look to then) exdu- 
siv<::ly, as may be seen hy the swarms of vOIUn)
i 
which they June wriUf'u; haviug gathered ahnn- 
dd!ICe of good words to
ether, from the Scrip- 
t tl1re
1 and tiw experieorc of others 
 and t hOI1
h 
"they ne\'(>r witill's
ed the state that 
pake them 
fOt'HJ, J't:'t they" wOlllff make their O'VH '41f. them; 
"''\\ÏtL. tlæir.::iUbllc cotu
n\!l1ts, which (aIthoublr 'I LI 
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often flatly contradict each other), yet are all re- 
cei\'en a:s of snperior authority, because the author 
has howed unto the god of this world, tllf'rt'fore 
the world wauders after him ",ith a sort of impli- 
cit adoration, insomuch, that if they do not nu- 
del'stand what he saith (or has writteu) llO mattea'; 
it is f'llough that it was written by his LOl'd
hip, 
Reverend, or Right Revtrend some body; and 
a
ain in like manner, if they should write or speak 
of never so trifling a matter, though it might 
amonnt to little nlore than two and two make 
four, yet th
 same high authority would add 
wonderful importance to ever so trifling a pre- 
tended discovery derived from such a 80U&'ce; 
insomuch, that we may be really to query, who is 
this god of the world? is it Baal? I know that 
Inost would exclaim, horrible, to mention (Baal), 
for Christ Jesus the Lord, is my God, and I own 
no other. 
Cume then thou that sayest that Christ is thy 
Lord, what if thou shouldst be found a liar? for 
if he is thy Lord, where is his honour, aud if he 
be thy master, where is his feal'? wOllldst thou 
even be1ieve Christ or hear him, e\"en so fal' as 
thou hearest aud be1iefeth thy f
llow-creatnre 
(whol)) thou callest Lord aUfI Right Reverend)? if 

-o, Chri
t saith, call no iliaD your mast.el' upon 
eat th, for one is your ma
ter, even Christ, and all 
Je mop bret:.,ren.? who is he then that calls and is 
ca
!
.J Lord and Master, and so breaks his Lord's 
cOID,;uahJ, and 
eeks for Pl'e.emiuence? Jesus 
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saith, u I am the light of the world, it any man 
ht>Jieve in me he shall not walk in darkness, 
but shaH have the light of life," (let us mind that, 
the light of lift:); and he saith, "he that believelh 
in me, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living 
water," and he saith, " I am the Ii \ling b,'ead that 
cometh down from heaven," and 
aith, "it. is the 
spirit that quickeneth, th<: tÌesh profiteth 
nothing." 
And now, seeing that we have sllch exceeding 
great and precious promises, let us not deal 
fal8ely with our own souls, seeing that the scrip- 
ture exhorts us, to try, and prove our own selves, 
U know ye not your OW1I selves, how that Jesus 
Christ is in you, excel)t ye be reprobates," even 
a
 he saith, "I will walk in them, and dwell in 
them, and lJe their God, and they sþaB be my 
people;" come now, oh ye high professors! who 
would be called Leaders of the Flock of Christ, 
do ye believe anti witness him after such a sort? 
is such your faith and experience? does he rule and 
rei
n ill you, of whom 1\:1oses in the law and the 
p,'ophets did wrile, even Jesus of Nazareth, who 
is the way, the truth, aud the life, and no man 
cometh unto the Fathel' but by him? and have ye 
knówll his righteous judgment set up in the 
Flon;, hy whom the prince of this world is judged ? 
if ye thus witness in deed aud in truth, aud 
desire to tlo truth, aud bring your deeds to light, 
that they may be reproved thereby, such may 
with holy confidence draw nigh unto Him, (who 
u 
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remain
 to be the father of mercies) in t1le full 
assurauce of faith, e\'en unto Him who can fit 
and prepare his litHe oues, for the e\'idence of his 
acceptancp, even in the langnage of, "surely they 
are Iny people, children that will not lie, therefore 
he is 1 hf'ir Sa ,iour." 
But ah! alas fur snch as ]ie, and do not tIle 
truth, neither know the truth, and because they 
know it not in themselves, they set up the idol 
of their invention as the standard of truth, evell 
while they set at nought the little ones (who be- 
lieve in, and \Vitue
s the light and power of 
Christ, as tbe prJsign unto the nations), s3)'ing all 
nlanner of e\'il against them, because they care 
for none of their wares, for they that drink of 
the waters which Christ gives. thirst no more, 
neither care for the waters that flow out of the 
belly of mystery Babylon (the mother of harlots), 
because they see, neithel' the name nor the city 
of their God marked upon her, but names of 
blasphemy, whereby she hath blasphemed God, 
bis tabernacle, and sllch as 
it (or d we1l) in hea- 
,'er:ly places in Chri
t Jesus: and it may he 
even qnel'Ìul, whether the great councils alld col- 
)e
f's are not under the dominion of the same 

pirit and mother of hm'lots, which love such as 
). "C her, and :ue not such (by our Lord) called 
b, po(.rites? and whether the blood of the sunls 
of poor innof'ents may not be found in their bki..ts, 
e\t:'a of fine young men, whom she hath destroy- 
ed atH] killed, yea, brought them into the death 
which is in the way and love of the world, in 
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whom t1Je Jove of the father is not to Le found, 
seeing' that it neVel" was in such as 1(lve tile 
praj
p of men, for that spirit is an euelltY to 
God, and as God would 
it in the t(>mple, exahil1g 
itself abDve all that is called God or that is 
worshipped. 
Christ sait", "I am the way and the door, and 
all that climb up any other way are thie\es and 
robbers;" and he saith, that it is wriUf>n in the 
prophets, "and they shall all be taught of God ;"" 
and it is writte"
 "aud it shall come to pass in the 
last days, saith God, I wilt pour out my 8þit it upon 
all flesh, 1ind your ßßns and )'onr daughters 
shaH prophesy," and he saith, "beho}() 
he d3YS 
come !;aith the Lord, when I "ill make a ue\V 
covenant with the House of I
rael alHl of J IIdah,
 
&c. " for this is the covenaut that I will lU
ke with 
them after those days, saith the Lord; I will 
put my laws into their UJin..1, and write thena 
in their hearts: and I will be to them a Go,l, and 
tbey shaH be to me a people; aud they bhall 
not teach every l))all hi
 ueighbour, sa}'ing, 
know the Lord, for all shall know me from the 
least to the greatest," a
 we may see in Joel, JCI'e- 
'IIlial, and Acts ii. IJeb viii: &c. Ll1t hath it not 
been the work of the chief priests (for ag
s past) 
to persuade the people uot to believe in 1h')se 
great and precious promises? for now, say they, 
the business Innst be degrees of learning, c\'en 
<>f arts and science, which must cost "ast 
sums of money; and so they bave gotten lllauy 
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millions for persnading the people not to belie,re 
in Christ. 
For what claim can any have to faith ill IIim, 
while tlwy deny his promise of the 
pirit, 
ee- 
iog that 
he scripture 
aith, that it is the spirit 
that beareth witness of him? yea, that no man 
can say that Jesus is the Lord, hnt by the Holy 
Spirit, and that all gospel gifts and qnalificatiolls 
are wrought in man by that self same spirit, divid- 
ing to every man severally as he will, lea, that the 
manifestation of the spirit is gifen to every man t.o 
profit withal; and are t hey not of A utichrist, 
(being against 
hrist), who deny these things? 
yea, even' denied thelD in 
mch fonl measure, as to 
take on to counterfeit the Lord's gifts and work 
for the sake of gain, and have gotten vastly 
larger sums of m
npy for kf'eping the trade 
amongst themsehes, and di,>iding it severally as 
they would, than what the Jews gave to the 
soldiers for saying that Christ is not risen, but 
that men came by night and stole him away? 
and yet, do they 110t reproach the gospel worse 
than ever the Jews did, who now affect to take 
away his unsearchable knowledge, and say, that 
they have gotten it all amongst themselves, and 
that it can be found 110 where else.. 
And hath it not been the work of lhat spirit. 


'\Vas t I)ere ever grosser Infitlelity, than to tleny the inspiratioD 
of the Almighty, so as to assert, that tbe words of Patriarchs, 
Prophets, aQd Apostles, C311not now be under:stood by such lik. 
plain people in these days.-Alas! wQat is becQrne of the ptom
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to get exalter1 a
)o"e a'l that is of God? al1rl.... 
h
H e thf'Y not fur 
n('h purpose
, galllll'ed up 
abnndancp of good \Vorus from 
criplure, aliI! 
1hp experience of the Saints, \\ hid. tiley steal, 
not having. the 8t'ose lht'rf'uf in tlwir own Ihing 
f'xperipllce throuoh Christ, who is the door, and 
3111hat climb np allY o:her way, hf\ hath decbr- 
('(I thieve
 and ruhbers? hul uo they not climb UI) 
81lother way, who steal the Saints' words (aut! 
the experience of })rophet:-;, alld holy men of all 
agps) aud would Illake their own of them, as if 


of the 
ospel, if so be, that alth(lugh such like men as Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, and Amos, ami Peter, James, and John, ð:C. \\'ho 
were ignoranl and uuleamed in the wisf}(\1)} of this world, and 
yet were ill
pired to sp
ak fUlth such heavenly prophecÎt's, psalms, 
amI doctrine; and now, shall \\e aftìnn, that the sense of tJwir 
words, cannot be comprehended in thest' da
s, hy such like 
bt'rdsmen, plough men, and fishers, nor by any others exc
pt 
Church Divines bred up in cl,lleges, \\!to pr
ach for hire. 8nd di- 
. 
viue for money; even such as our Lord cried wo unto; ..lid shall 
we say, Ihat none dse can compreheud the sClise of his aud his 
people's words 1 
\Vas there e\'er grosser blasphem)' than that, which not only 
denies all the promi
es of Christ in slIch foul me:JsurE', hut would 
also set up the thing tbat IJt' said wo unto 1 where is the IlIfi(tel 
that ever belched out more horrible bh13phemy, than to assert, that 
the revelation of the spirit of Gndls Ilot nnw to be poured for:h 
eVl'1I as in the time of the law. and to Sê1Y, that the t.ll'fl'ct there- 
of (and of the falling short of the Lord"s promises) must nuw Le 
aupplied by colleges, throu
h the medium of philosophy alld 
wain deceit; a
 much as to say th<Jt the state of thE' Go
peJ is 
worse than that of tile law, aud leaves the people still more bound 
.p in a chain of darkness than auy dispensation that e\'er weut 
before 1 
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they knew all a130ut it, thou
h they may read, that 
the things of God aft' footishupss to the natural 
man, and tliCit except he be uorn again he can- 
not see, lJt'ilht'
' caa he know them? but HOW 
tlley Clue Hot what they read, only to make a 
trade of it to :!et mOlley, \"":'0 rUII greedily after 
,the error of 3a
aam for reward, aad have been 
tatlF:ht in t:H:
ir colleges, aud great seminaries, 
for to take tbe prophets' and Saints' words, and to 
pllt their O\vr. comments, gnessings, and exposi- 
tions upon t
)em, through philosophy and "ain 
deceit, to make a gain tllereof; and ha'"e they not 
thus bro:'1g1Jt forth heaps of \'olumes out of :sacred 


Did Satan e\'er devise ß greater nlastrr stroke against the name 
.nd fame of the glorious Gospel? allf) is not the saying of our 
Lord verified in them, e\'en that a Imm's foes are the)' of his 0\\ n 
hou;;ehold 1 yet I might not have noticed them here in this man- 
Der, if they had u
lIy done and 8
id all th(tt in lhem lay against the 
promises of tbe Gospel as respects themselves; but all that 
seems little compared with what they have effected from age to 
_ge in deceiving the nations, seeing that they have prevailld to 
pt"l'suade them not to believe that the Lord would bhew., them 
any thing, only a!i handed forth through the medium of slIch 
Church d:gnitaries. insoullIch that it m3)' be aslieJ, whether (in that 
r('sp
ct) (III nations have not been deceived. aud bewitched by 
their sorcery; yea, so bewitched as 10" be made to bdie\'e, that 
there was no perfection for them beyond wh:d was of the flesh; 
yea, e"cn. worse than what we read in Gill. iii, and 3. 
And so Lcing bewitched into such unbelief. is it any marvel if 
they should not witness the fulfilment of the Gospel promise? and 
if they cannot know even the scriptures, how can they say t!.lat they 
1.n(lw God 1 and if theJ know him 1I0t, do the,y not raise au altar 
loan Ullkll,}Wll God? 
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and profaue houk
, in 01"(1(>1' that the \\'01'1(1 mi
})t 
be1ieH
 (as they (lid of Simon 1\1 a gns) th
t they 
themselves were 
ollle great oue
, yea, the fount- 
ain, from whence tht> trlle kuowledge of Gnd, 
anù of Jesus Christ whom he hath 
eut, must now 
flow, and from such (July? 
But if the 
orcerers of the latter agps, far out- 
strip Simon 1\1 a
 ns in bewit('hillg' tile people for 
n10nf:'Y, i8 it not oecause they d ri \'e a more \\" hole- 
sale traùe than e"en entered the thon
hts of hj
 
heart? alH1 so much the more hardened througb 
the deceitfuluess of siu, in lI<,>t taking warning by 
snch a clond of testimonies and examples as 
have been set hefore them, that there is reason to 
fear, that it would hp hartJeI' to convince oue ûf 
tho:o;e, thall teu like Simoll 1\1 agns, for (had as he 
wa:s) he ahode with the apostles and wondered, 
bllt those of the present day, who bewitch the 
peuple for money, \\ i11 stop at nnthing that 
call serve their turn, fol' now they go to work 
and gf't money too, for ùenying the gift of the 
H)I
 Ghost. 
lIa \'f' t.hey n('t even derided sl1ch as h(-1ien
' 
and Lear wituess unto the promise of Christ send- 
in
 the Holy 
pirit, which he promised should 
gnlde into all truth, 3tH1 eOIl
eqne(ltly out of aU 
error, rf'pl'(wing the world of sin, of righteousness
 
aurl of jtH1
mel1t, (mark of righteousness, and 
jud
ment,) and hrin
 all thing-s to rememhranc
, 
)ea, in a word, tlMt he would do all for thero 
that b{:lie\t
 in him, their light, life, and sah'ation" 
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unto 01(] and young, sons and danghtprs, 
\Ud he 
alone is the way (Hlld there is nf?ne other), anrl an 
that f'lIter in through him, the door, they fiutl 
p3sture, )'ea, li\'ing pa
tnre from him the li\ iug 
(jud, and cau Lear liviug "itnes
 of the things 
,,,hicb they have seen, ileaI'd, tasted, and hall- 
ÓIPfl of the word of life, according to his promise 
of the New Co\'enant, which 
holJld come to pas
 
ill the last tinJPs, wherei.. he would pour forth of 
his f5pirit upon old and )'uung, servants and hand- 
maids. 
Aud such as thus believe, (when thf'ir faith is 
tát>d) can, from a living 
en
e say, " Lord, 1 he- 
lieve, help thol1 mille unbelief;" and because of 
the savour of his healing virtue, they love him, 
aud their love hein:.{ chaste, atH) their dependance 
single upon him the fountain, t.hey give God the 

lory, aud flare not rli
hon()nr him by partflking 
of the "'ares anrl odonrs of U1)'stery Bahylon, 
be('au
p tlwrein Gorl is bla
phemed, for tllere they 

pt up to sale, thp things ,,'hi(,h they say bel.Jug to 
Chrisfs kingflom: atHl wherpas the w
ys of 
Christ, 
IH.I an his works, are an real and 1i\'illg; 
so on the otlwr halH1, all that appertain to Baby- 
lon, are dead tietitiou8 im?
f's, the work of meu's 
hands and brains, yea, idols which are not so 
sltb
tantial as the old lwathpil gods of WOOf) allrl 
stone, although they he HIII{'h more 
ulJtile azul 
refìHed, but in this they are lhe same, {'\'C
II that 
neither of them can bee, nor fcel, 01' know any 
t.hing. 
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And whereas the old Babel builders, who went 
3bout. to bnilJ a tower to reach up to heaven, 
appear to have heen but ill paid, and had their 
lauguage confounded for their pains, although 
theit 9 brick and mortar might have been turned to 
some account {or purposes upon earth, if they 
had believed in the Lord's CO\ enallt, who had gi. 
ven his promise, with tbe assurance of his bow in 
the cloud; Yf't now, our modern Babel builders 
must be dearly paid for theil' work, although they 
never put in one substantial brick, for they 
build all by a sort of enchantment, and although 
their language was long ago confounded, yet they 
never stop building and lying, so long as they are 
well paid, although their work hath been, to rob 
God of his glory, and to steal from the unsearch- 
aLJle riches, that aaoe in him, the way, the truth, 
and the life, who declared, that all who climb up 
any other way, are thieves and robLers; so then, 
all who teach for hire, and say, that their great 
learning, rules, and orrlers, are the way, they set 
up man's \\'ay; aud do not such deny Christ and 
'"ob him of his glory, who saith, I am the way 
and the door? 
Alld now, )1011 that have acquired great store 
of learuillg in Babel's langnag'e, which is con- 
founded, what have you been doing with your 
philosophy and vain deceit, in which ye thought 
to climL up into the heavenly sheep-fold, even 
while in that wisdom which is from beneath, 
which is earthly, and sensual? have ye not with 
x 
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that suhtle wi
dom7 brought forth many great vo.. 
lumès about qnee:tious tending to suhvert and 
beguile f.-om the 
implicjty which is in Christ? 
and \\ hen the serpent ha(t thus (1J)P his agents) 
bewildered tbe flocks, raised many doubts, and 
set up n1êlny creeds which God ne\"el' command.. 
ed : HIJd ha,'iug EO bewildered the flo('ks, Ly per- 
snarling the people that the way of Clu istwas 
Vf'-ry intricate, and nf;eded great learniug and 
tålent
, and many books and degrees of arts, &c. 
to find it out, and therefore they sbould have 
large sums of money for revt.alilJg such a greflt 
discovery; which in fact was only to rectify or 
deaf np the thing that they themselves had en- 
tangled, which nevertheless they have not cleared 
u-p to this day, but they have even suggested new 
eutanglements; for noW they must be paid, and 
tberefore it would not Rerve their purpose, to leave 
the \\ ay plain and strait, as our Lord declared it 
t., be, \\hose wbole law jg fuHillf'd in one word, 
e\ PI) lo\'e; but the language of Babel bf.iug COt1- 
fvu'lrlerl, do they not belie Christ, and rob him 
o 'Jis glory? 
II a \'e they not cried up such as raised the 
thick darkness and cuufllsion, and even exto1l
d 
thptn as 1lae great lights and luminaries of the 

 o..:J? but Jesus saith, I am the light of the 
wor!d, a.nll he saifh, I am the door, and the way; 
an,! it is said of that way, that it is so plain that 
tIle fool shou!cJ not err therein (Is'ilialt, xxxv.), and 
that all might know him, {rom the least to tbe 
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greatest, (Heb. viii.) but then Jet us mark well 
aud take good notice, that this plaiu \\'ay, i
 the 
way of holiness,' and uo taveuous buast can 
go therein, but the way of unholiness is an 
intricate beguiling way, where the ra\euous beast 
goeth; yea, there goeth the wo1f that scattereth 
the sheep: and have they uot scattered from hilD 
tnat. is the one way of lite,. into their luany inven- 
tions, and tnany crooked W3JS of death and 
darkness, frool Christ, who relnains to be tbf\ oue 
straight and narrow way of light and life, wbo.ftJl- 
fils all in one word, even love (lJIatlll. ,ü.), "bile 
tIle creeds of Babel cannot be explained by Inauy 
men and books of which there is 110 end. 
Objection-I know that they wonld say, we 
Ollly mean to direct the people to Chri
t, that 
is our business, and not to direct them to our- 
selves, nor to exalt ourselves, no such thing. 
Answer-if ye only lueant to direct them to 
Christ, ye need not great wages as ye now clailD; 
hut is not that the liar, and the Autichri:st, who- 
do not believe that JeslJs is the Christ? for if ye 
could believe his word, he saith, freely ye have 
received; so then, the whole qualificatiolJ for to 
ùÏl'ect the people to Christ, is received from him,. 
a free gift from heaven (which excludes the crafti- 
ness of men); bnt this ye do not believe, and 
therefore do not believe in Christ, who is known 
even by his babes, to be all that is ascribed to him, 
yea, even their wi
doln, righteousness, sanctifica- 
tion, and redemption; and there neVt
r was one 
word of college learning, human ordt.'fs, or mer.. 
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cenary bargain-in his covenant, which is an 
written in the heart, where all his children are 
taught of the Lord, and in righteousness esta- 
blished, and great is the peace of such, as they 
hold ont unto the end; but his wisdom is foolish- 
ness to all the wise luen of Bahel, where the most 
learned in their phi1osophy and vain deceit, are 
unlearned and unstable, and ))ot established in 
right{\onsness, but in the deceivableness of 
unrighteousness, who never recei,'ed the .free 
gift, but paid dear, and spent much labour and 
study for to .attain their gift, as they may call it, 
(in order to get money thereby,) which at best, is 
but an image or likeness, without light or perfec- 
tion. 
And even snppose snch men should be favour- 
ed with a gift frolD Christ (who is no respecter of 
persons, whether learned 01' unlearned), yet if 
they should try to make money of it, they have 
only one disciple for snch example (that is Judas) ; 
but mark his entI, who set a price upon what he 
could say of his master-he could tell where he 
was, but could not cOlney any of his Jiving virtue; 
he was not a Inessenger of life, but of death; 
although it seems Iw little thought (bad as he was) ; 
that his Lord would then be put to death, but he 
was blinded hy the p:od of this world; (01 0 when 
he saw what was done, he repented (hut too late); 
so we may see that it is a fearful 1 hing to make 
money of what we can tell of Chl'ist: aud now 
1et us take notice "hat Judas was, Wß are told 
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that he believed IIOt, and the Lorrl saith, "bo'v 
can ye believe who receÏ\'e honour olle of 
anoth
I'," and how can they Lelieve or see what 
they do, who rl1n greedily after tile error of lia- 
Iaam fOl' reward, and for the praise of men. 
Ohjection-they may object alJet say, that 
the case of Judas is quite different, inasmuch as 
he was an enemy aud betraye.' of the truth, Lnt 
that they are the friends aud promoters of it. 
Answe..-there is the deceit and del(J
ion, and 
it i
 likely that J Ildas would have 
aid the very 
same thing, and llIight say, that although he was 
resolved to gaill 
on)f>thiug hauùsome hy what lie 
could tell al,out his master, that still he was his 
frieud) alld hopèd no harn1 would come to him, 
thoug-h he should gaili a goodly price for l;is 
disco\"ery, while he )'et made louder pl"t)fes
i()n 
of his friendship than any of the rcst; and if Le 
thought the.'e was true love in his kiss, that l(}\e 
was for the g 'ain: so that if nwn olJce hf'.g-jlJ to rlln 
, ' 
greedily aflel' gain, they canuot 
f'e what PITOI' 
that may lea(1 t1)(
m into iu tile 
jg.ht of God, 
e\'en though all men should speak \\ pH of 
them. 
nut the trnth i
 dais, (if 
7e could hear it,) th

t 
snch as preaeh fOl' reward, are not w!tat lht,y 
thillk they arf', 1101' what tr)(-,
 proft,
s to lIe, Iwithf r 
are they what others take tht'1ll to ue, for lUallY of 
them are such as cam;;e the way of truth to be e\,il 

poken of, aud the Hame of Go(1 to be bla
phen:ed, 
even as he saith, " I know the Llasphemy úf théID 
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t1Jat say they are Jews and are not, hut are the 
synagogue of Satan ;" so we may sef', that it was 
acconllted hla8phemy in his 8ight, fur to profess 
to be what they \Vf're not; like Judas, who wuuld 
(
I y master, with a kiss, for the 
ake of gain, (what 
a world of warning his case holds forth!) and we 
lUay see, that it was the hi
h professors, who 
wOldt! he thought to Le \\'hat they were not, that 
are called bld
phemers 3ud the synagogue of 
Satan, e\'en such a:s lo\'ed to have the pre-emi- 
nence, \"ho through covt'fOl1f'n
ss with feiglied 
'\\ urds, make merr'handize of the p
()ple, by 
reason of "hO!n the way of truth shuuld be evil 

pokf>n of, f'\ Pit hy su('h as feigned them
el \'f'S to 
he what thf'Y \H"re nut: ancl have 1hf-Y not ft'iglJed 
themselves to have gotten the dispos,al of all 
CIH"ist's things iBto their power, )'ea, eten of his 
living bread and water, 
prilìg-ill
 up nuto everlast- 
ing life, whereas tlwy ha\ e ouly all image? For 
do they not 
HY, that the iuheritanre is om"s, who 
hy tlteil" enchantment, \Voulrl go ahout to make a 
]ikeH
ss or inl3g;e of the gonc) things which Christ 
alone call ;.6, e? If'<<1, IsaH
 Iwt !';ome of them (" ho 
got a gO(Hlh price f()t,their \\"orl\.) said, that Bone 
f:ollid he tit for the kiug'cf()1JJ pf b('av
n, but such 
alone HS the)' should wash, salt, aBcJ fecd? a1tlwugh 
they had no Ii \ jug water, Lut that which flowed frOID 

I)'8t('ry Babylun, nor salt, but what came from 
Lot's wife, ,,"110 Iwd looked h
H'k into the wor)d
 
)t{'ither had lhey Ii viug hrt.acl, lHlt 
mdl as hat!} 
beet) polluted) as by tlw dc\; d's tai.)le. e\'cu by the, 
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kingdoms and glory of thi
 world, such as the 
devil ha(1 ofÌerecJ, ",lwlI he said, ouly worship Itle 
and all these shall be thiue: and how can tllf'Y 
have the g'race of God, ".ho tutn it into wanton- 
nes
, whereby they ha\'e commiUf'd fOI nicatiolJ, 
3Hd 1Ì\'ed deliciously with the great ones of the 
earth, alld '{}\'ed their berl, where they ha"e seen 
it, yea, loved not oH1y their easp, Lut a1so the 
\Vay:; thereof, in which they hav-e been ddi1ed, 
,,'ith the lo\'e wherewith they 10ve the world, for 
the sakp óf the gain and frieudship thereof, which 
is enmity with fiod ? 
'Vhat would it profit a man if hp could gain the 
whole world, yea, and if we had al11 he gifts of 
God? what would it 3\"ail us, if We receive hi$ 
grace in \'ain, aud rnn g-reedily after re\\ ard, as 
we read of B:l1a3m, who "'\'as esteemed a great 
prophet, insomuch, lhat the killg said of him, 
" I know that whomso
vel' thou hlesse8t, is ble
sed, 
and whom thou Cl1r
e
t is cnrsed!" alld many 
wonderful sayings mid prophecies did he uUer 
re
pecting I
rael, and 8aid, let me die the death 
of the righleoll
, and that 111)' latter end may be 
like hi
; hut whereunto was all his rig1rteousfJe
:i 
and gift
 aecounced of, when lae It)\"(
d the wa
f's 
of IIlIrighteonl';ne

, and his heart went aftf'r his 
cO\'f't'H1811f'SS? no <luul.Jl (mt Iw dt'
il't:>d t 0 pleas
 
the king, alld Ilad all eye tn the honour which 
ß,\h,ck had prOlui
('d him, wto said, U mn I not 
ahle inrleed to p1'omote thee (0 
rp,;t hO,101l1" f" 3thl 
yet we ha, e 110 accouut of his going the l
lIgt'Hg 
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whieh professed christians ha'"e gone to p1ea
e 
gff'at men; for Balaam said, "the word that God 
pnttelh in my month that shall I speak;' thong"h 
it di
pleasf'd the kill!!, and 
"f't it is likely that 
he was stin the Ulor
 re\:ered for his pretended 
devotion to the Lord; but what availed all, while 
he loved unrighteons" gain, or promotion, which 
"ill ever lead to ('ast stumbling blocks before the 
people, and cause them to err, although such 
know 1I0t what they do, aUf I may become so 
IJlinrled by the god of this world, as not to see 
e'"en so n1lH'h as the beast they ride upon. 
And Caiaphas was both high pl'iest alld a pro- 
l)het, and prophesied of the offering up of Christ, Jet 
how hlind die) he hecome, who for envy delirered 
up lhe Lord of glo.'y to be crucified, though he 
knew nut what he did? It seems likeJ}-, that he 
feared his great high priesthood Sh01l1d be euded 
and aholj
hed, and so, the honour to \\' hich it 
had raised hitn in the world lUight be laid low, 
therefore they elnied Chl'i
t, and said (in effect) 
"this is the heir, come, Jet us kill him, that the 
inheritauce m
y he ours." 
And if the high prie
thood in the hour of Caia- 
pha!o:, t
)en waxf'd uld, anJ wa
 ready to ,.anish 
away, what title, co\'elJaut, or d..im, can the 
11igh priests of this day shew, tor holt/lug up the 
same priesthood by "I.i('h the LorJ of glory 
was crucified? If allY should say, that it is 1I0t 
the sarn
 but quite a differeut thing, I wOll1d ask 
etuch aga
n, how comes it then, tbat the gaia 
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\"hich they look for, everyone fronl his quarter, 
is evell raised, although they have laid aside the 
sacrifices of the law, and are now commanded to 
give freely, which shows how little they regard 
the Lord"s command, who saith, by their fruits ye 
shall know them? aud are they not manifest, who 
appear ravenous after gain, while the beart goeth 
after co,'etousness? and although the p
op"e may 
love to have it so, and that it shoulrl be said, 
like people like priest, yet the Lord 
aith, what 
will ye do in the end thereof. 
Therefore, what would it a\7ail in the sight of 
the Lord, though all men should speak well oC 
them, as he saith they had spoken of tbe false 
prophets? yea, and although they should now 
be esteemed even as prophets and seers', and 
say that they are moved by the Holy Ghost; 
yet what would all that do for them, if the god 
of this world should so blind the mind, that they 
could neither see. nor wove, further than their ,own 
see? or hh041d have no light in them, only as a 
lar
er income muve or lead the way into what is 
called a greater, or Inore hunourable see or 
chaptet' as they fi1ay call it? which see or chapter, 
neve.' was set up either by filoses or tbe p.'ophets, 
Christ, no.' his apostles; but have they not rather 
bpen set up in mystery Babylon, even by such as 
Peter saith, should (with feigned worth; throll
h 
covetommess) make filerchanrlize of the pt'('ple, 
which caused the way of truth to be e\'il 
puken 
,of? 


y 
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A 
illf they should in no wise lose their rð.. 
I . 
ward, who even handed a cup of water to a. 
disciple. wflat shaH be said of them that. t<<!
e 
'thousands a year, to destroy by such example, 
. 
that which t11e Apostles labòured to build up; 
'yea, 1ahrmred through 
trJpes and necessities, 
'hunger and i1akeduess, &c. 
But now I lamentable to behold, we may see 
tl1is self same avarice in some, who profes
 them- 
sel ves to be the successors of the ancient re f crn1- 
ers,_of wholn it \Vas said, that they had touched 
the Pope upon the crown, and the l\lonks on the 
· belly,;' but alas! how doth the crown of pdde 
reign at this day, even in some, whose god is their 
., . . 
'be
ly, whose glory is their shame, who mind earthly 
things? will their fruits acquit them in the sight of 
. heaven and eart.h, should it be charged upon them, 
. that they Ren'e not j the Lord Jesus Christ but 
'thèir own b
nies? for now let who will want, 
I Inust not they' fare sumptuoufsly every day, even 
looking after thousands a year, and high rank 
in the world? y
a, and are there not some of them 
that would e\'cn fill their belly as with the east 
wind? aud is not that a dry, harren, and unfruit- 
ful wind, which puffflth up with pride and emp- 
tiÌJe
s, hut is not 811Ch gloryin
 their 
hame ? 
Hath not the Lord cried wo unto 
mch as 
I lò'\'()o to go in long' robes, and to have .he chief 
f,(
atH "in the fò:ynagogue
, and 
reetin
s in the public 
. l)lace
) and to be called master, or father, and for 
a pretence make long prayers, thf\Y shall receive 



1(i7 


the gre
ter eondelnnation? oh! ye high--prieds 
of the present day, dotl; not the
e thiugs conceru 
.f< 
yon? are they not some of your fruits! yea, e\'eq 

ome who won] d be caHed of the refornled 
church: and call the scri p tures your rule? Lut 
I I 1 J 
what soçt of refúrmation is to 
e spen upon yon 
 
from whence came these your badf'Ps of distinc
 
- - 
 r II:' .9' 

iolJ 2ra\ honOiIl'? fo
 
hat purrose were they 
ret \Jp? is 
t to \1
ake \h,f ",orld b{-Ijev
 that y
 
are plore 
acr
d and redeer;ned than othe
 men? 
(þP
 çomes it !h
o that ye 


où,
 þ
 as co
'etou8 

s &oy people, aqd that, 
s your covetousnEs
 
abounds SQ your reverence should abound also ?) 
_ J , I 
Lu
 where did y
 flnd precept or example to 
sancfion that attire, wh
cb ye put 0'1, afS a þadg
 
f}1" sió'l1íil of excln
jve right fu
 to preaçh the ever- 
la
tjnJ? gospel 
 which office, ye say, belongs 0 you 
eXFJJJsivr
Y as your 
nherita
ce (who 
rea
 the 
LorrPs cQ l nmaod, and neither 1.eceive nor give 
'1 , f f f' r ( , " t 
fre
Jl' bHt wopl
 h
ve all to stand n
ut
 and hear 
fOu), w})O cpuld not. bear that such as receive 
frpply, should preach freely, lest that shon]d 
. I . , . 

poil tþ,ejr trade wherehy they seek thei,r 
}"ealth? .. 
f . 
I
 not that somewhat like the old craftsmen 
.. ,.. It' I .. , . 
of the great Diana (which the world 'worshfpped), 
. " r J. . 
whose conduct sa y , hat now P eo p le shou1d 
,I f .J( I h "
I fr 
not occupv with Chri
t's gift, neither minister 
I 0(... . f . 
\the an)e oue t.Q 
nothfr, 
s good steward
 
. t I.. ."I'JJ" I 
,of !,he man.i,fold ,gr,ace 0/ pod? w,hich 
ift 
thev den y by their works, who 
ay, in effect that 
f, . 'I IJ' d' \ \.J. Jl 



168 


revelation has ceased, and that now the qua1ifiC'a- 
ti
n to preach the gospel, mllst be acquired fl"Om 
books and curious arts; as much as to say, that 
the LOl'd never made good his pr()OJi
e, who 
said, that he would be with his own to the end of 
the world, and be in them, and give them mouth 
and wisdom, meat and drink, and aU things need- 
ful, yea, that he would pour forth of his spirit 
upon them, and they should prophesy, and aU 
know him, from the least to the greatest (an c1as- 
ses without respect of persou:s); but his unspeak- 
able gift they d
DY, because it would spoil 
their craft, and the hope of their gains. 
And it is no marvel that these things should 
appear foolishness and madness unto such as 
believe not, for how can they believe his word, 
who have not his word abiding in them, that after 
all their profession, believe not in th
 only be- 
gotten of the Father, (full of grace and truth,) who 
saith, how can ye believe who receive honour one 
of another, and seek not the honour that cometh 
from God only? and God is tt"ue; but for such 
as say, that they do believe and seek his honour, 
while they receive honour one of another, shall 
they not be found liar
, with their books, by 
which with feigned words and fair fòìpeeches, 
they set forth the wares of their craftsmen, a8 
if they were hardy enough to make merchandize 
of God and rnan,-time and eternity? whose 
craft no more came dòwn from heaven than the 
g;
eat 
iana, although they would have it se 
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esteemed, aud have eH>n gone about to father 
the monstrolls order of their hierarchy, UPOJ) the 
precepts aBd example of 001' Lord anti his Apos- 
tles, whose kingdom is not of this wurld, but of 
righteousness aud peace and joy in the Holy 
Spirit: but now are not the high- priests of tlH
 re- 
formed Church (as they ('all il)t.{lressed in the attire 
of 1\1 ystery llab)' lon, as if it should be of this \\'orhl ? 
but where did they find precept or exa.mple to 
sanction their many Ïtnentions, which are dean 
contrary to the simplieity of the gosppl? let them 
shew if they can, where did they ever find a 
sanction for their ro
)es, their mÎtl"e, their tythes 
and great benefices? look iuto the N ew 
re!ioltament 
which they call their rule, wuuld they say that 
one could find t'iuch things therein? nay, but 

hal1 we not as SOOI1 find the lUass in tlmt book? 
and if ye thiuk to come off hy calling them iu- 
d itferent thil1
s, it may agailJ Le asked, if we 
dare to call things ilJdifferent, Rgainst which our 
Lord pronounced \Yo, and the greater condt:ull1a
 
tion ? 
Ohjection-Suinf' may object, and try to (!e- 
feud the claims of the prie
thood, hy saying, that 
they shon1d ha"e whf'rewith to enaLle th('111 lo 
llIake a figure in lhe wm"ld, in order' to commalld 
J"f'spect and e
teem amougst men, that so their 
J:cligiou may be thol1
ht the more respectablf>, 
and that, where g-reat living8 with their appendages 
ha\'e heen laid a8ide, the c
se of the people appears 
nothing better than our own.. 



1"- 


Ans\\er-that was the devil's advire, who ,vas 
a decei\er aud a liar (1'001 the beginnjng, and no 
douht, th()lI
ht it tlJe most plau
ihle tf'n}ptatlon, 
when he uttt>recilhe kingdoms of this worlfi ßnd 
the glory thereof; whirh offer the Lord rebuked, 
"il h a U gf't thee b
hirHI HIP, Sa\an ;" ht:re we 11',3:Y 

U:), .that sucb as aceept of the glory of this 
wodd, they take couu8el of Satan, and reject tile 
Lord's exaluple, aud slich take couns
1 but no' 
of the Lord, and covel' with a covering, but -not 
of his spirit, and he saith, wo be unto them. 
Aud a
 to the objection, tha
 some who pro- 
(e
s to 
t'c'lilJf' such things are uever the better: 
that is a pitiful shift; and sllch a
 rather please 
the desia'e of the flt'toih and of the carnal mind, 
than do the will of God from the heart, cannot see 
which is hetter or worse 
 anú lIIoreovel', if :H11 
profess to renouuce the cOfTHnon 
vi1s pf the 
,vorld, while the heart goes after co"etou
ne8s, 
though in quite another shapf>, it would be I
O 
,,'ouder jf their case should be nothing hetter. 
Hut let us even suppose that they did Ih'e and 
act according to trutl.) ann the counsel of God; 
aud yet if the pe()ple would not receive their tes- 
timony, would that be reason why they should 
betray the truth? what think ye r suppose the 
Apo
t1es should have found the people e\'iI affect. 
-ed ag!liu
t the truth, and if im.teaL.l of going their 
way and leaviug the results to the l
ord, hy 
shakillg off the dust agaill
t them; I say, ifiuste3.d 
thel'eof, they asbould have rea
uued with the,W- 
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8e1ves sayin
. \\e have trif.(J tbis plain 
imp1e wa
'. 
anrl find that thp r..:nd of the fJeople is tnrr
f'd 
3!!ainsi it, e\'eu ;H
 the hpart of one man. so that 
t'
ey will not receive our testimony; thf'rf'forp, (or 
the 
oorl of an, and that we may g-ive no o(,c3!oiiotl 
oÎ cfi'ètlCe, let tiS conform 8 little to the glory flf 
th:!
 wottd, which may better meet the \,iew
 of 
th
 pcpple. (c\'en as the devil, who is wise, and 
knows what the ppnple like best, hath IHIlg' ago 
ad\l
sed,) aud all win be ours; what think ye? 
would that Le rloing the will of God? ye would 
rlouLtiess sa)', to Le sure not; aud if not then, 
how comp
 it to diffpr now, seeing that the Lord 
is unchan
eahh,
. and his way the same? Lut the 
SUJU of all is this; that his ervants they were 
whom they obeyed, and his servallts we are 
whom we oLey, but \"e C3UUOt serve God aud 

lamrnon. 
Oltjection-It may he further objected, that this 
1\'oulcl he to;traioing thin!!s too far; and although 
there may be some truth in such ff'marks, slill the 
Vi. oriel is riot yet prepared to recei\'e such strict 
p:-illlithe order and evangelical simplicity and self. 
denial. 
Ans\Vpr-Is not that the ,'pry way to leep tl1 
people 
tiH unprf'pareeJ. to hinder thpm from re. 
cei\'in
 the lo\e of trulia ill the simplicity which is 
in Christ? as the evil spirits which we read of r 
that would 
3Y (\\ lwnevpr the Sa\,iol1r C3 111 f'), 
" wlaøt h:H'e we to rio with 1 hee? a,"t thou eoUte 
to torment u
 L
fl'rc the time?" so that it j
 c, i. 
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dent, that if he had staid a way for ever, they 
should 
tin he unprf>pareù, and rather have 
nothing to dn w,itb him; aud to this day, such as 
wake money hy g-aiusaJillg, carmot Lear to ha\e 
-the hnpe of their gain destroye(1. 
Ohjprtion:-I am aware that they 
ou
d. still 
ol:ject aud say, that none but a narrow, stingy, 
Dleau fo:pirit, would limit the minister to a scanty 
income, which could not snpport auy rank or 
consf'quf>nce to make him appear respectable in 
the \Vol'ld; whereas, the great eminence, to which 
()ome of the church dignitaries ha"e been raised 
by their, wea1th and rank (amongst..men), hath 
heen such a credit to our religion, as to bring o\'er 
nmny converts and admirers, that would have 
disdained to own it, had the miuisters thcre.of 
been of mean and lowly accouut in the wurlù, 
such as the apostles were. 
Answer,-that is the language of Judas, who 
would scrape al1 into his La
; but is not that 
a stingy, narrow, mean, ye
, a Llind 8pirit, wliÏ('h 
cannot see the ex('eerlin
 superior glory of the 
gospel, above all mercenal'Y 0.. world I)' considera- 
tions, which could arid nothing to it, e\ en suppose 
they could po
sess all that e\ er the devil oßèl'f>(1 
of the kin
doms of this world and the glory 
thereof? 
o that it is a narrow, hlind, unhelieving 
f)pirit, that would put the wealth aurl greatness 
of this worlù, in competition with the utl
earch- 
ahle riches of CIH'ist; as if the pr(li
e of men. could 
adtJ any thing to the glory of his kiugdom, which 
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is 110t of this world; hut such as would make the 
glory of hjs kingdom, to consist, partly of this 
world, are uubelievers, aud cannot see the king- 
dom, neither will they take his word, who saith; 
" my kingdom is not of this world ;" but would (ie 
they could) rathf:r make him a lial', than lose 
their reputation amongst men; and yet I do not 
mean to say, but that such sort of reputation, 
would be likely to adrl to their numbers in the 
hroad way which leadeth to destruction, so that 
the belief, of the great wealth of' the high-priest, 
being needful for the sake of the credit of reli- 

ion, is 3 sentiment grounded upon the gl'and 
. delusion of Satan; yea, tbe otfspl'ing of a miud, 
hlinded by the god of this world, which would 
suppose that gain is godliness; such the scripture 
cans "men of corrupt minds, and destitute of 
the truth." (i. Tim. vi, 5.) 
And now if any say that these things are not 
so, do they not flatly contradict the Apostlt
, "rho 
e\en chargetl1 Timothy, to withdraw himself 
from such as look after that sort of gain? (adding) 
" hut g'()ùlilJ(,s
 with contentment is great gaju ; for 
we brought nuthing into ihis \Vol'ld, and it is cer- 
tain we call carry nothing out: aud having food 
and raimeut let us be therewith content; but they 
that will he rich fall into temptation and a snare, 
aud into many foolish and hurtful 111sts, which 
drown men in rlestruction and perdition; for the 
love of money is the root of all evil: which while 
!!ome coveted after, they have ened from tbe faith, 
z 
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and pierced themsel ves through with many sorrows: 
bu' thou, oh ! Ulan of God, flee these things, and 
follow aftel' righteousness," &c. (i. Tim. vi.) 
But how comes it to pass, that the same thing 
which the scripture saith is a temptation and a 
linare, and draws into manv foolish and burtful 
lusts, which drown men in destruction and per- 
dition; should now be the ground 311d high road 
to Right Reverence? and how comes it, that 
the saIne thing which the Ulan of God wa
 wa....
- 
ed to flee from, should now seem needful for 
the man of God to flee into, and Jive in? where- 
fore then should any mal"vel, if I say, that such 
cannot be men of God? but are they not even 
worse than the men of the earth (who ha\'e their 
portion in this life), that c1aim an exclusive right to 
preach the en
'rlasting gospel; while they flee 
into those things which drown men in destruction 
and perdition, which the man of God is warued 
to flep from? 
N eilhpr are those who mind high t.hings, and 
would flee illto wealth, allY credit to religion: nay, 
but the very reproach and disgrace thereof; except 
it be ill the ele of 1TIen of corrupt D1inds, who .nay 
suppose that gain is godliuesliI; but although sllch 
may call them and their work
, ornaments aud 
luminaries 
 yet are they not ill thp sight.. of God, 
a great cause of darkness and reproach? and is 
not their pomp and greediness, a cr)'ÍlIg e\'il iu 
the nations; yea, and au example of great extrava- 
lance, and expensive delicacy and folly? which! 
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although they have plastered over, and painted it 
never so fiuely, and make Kreat orations aLout 
righteousnes8, temperance, al1d nloderatioll, &c. 
are they not therefore like graves which appear 
not? and even as respects temporal things-have 
they not treacherously set an example of expen- 
sive delicacy and prodiga1ity, which in the end 
must sink any state? and all cloaked np under the 
specious a
d delusive pretext, of great improve- 
ment and supet'ior refinement, whereby tl)ey in- 
troduce burthens grievous to be borne, while 
they themselves will not remove them "ith a 
finger. 
And what jf it should be found, (and I migh
 
prove it if my limits would permit,) that much of 
what they can impIovemeut and refinement, is 
only a mask to cover inif)uity, and to cOllceal 
the deformity of sin? A)as! what famons work- 
ma
ters hath the devil found amongst them, for 
to make his deceit appear poJite and fatl1ili
r, in 
oJ'der that the worlt] should not be affrighted 
hy the ugliness of his naked appearance; but as 
the light of Christ makes him manifest;- so they 
would make deceit seem tolerable, tbat it 
hol1ld 
not appear sinful as it really is. Jeremiah t" ice 
r
peats, that from the least to the greatest they 
were given to covetol1sness, anet from the prophet 
to the priest, everyone dealeth falsely; and such 
were they who healed the hurt of the people 
slightl)., saying, peace, peace, when there is no 
peace, and so were not ashamed when they had 
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committed abomination, neithet. cou1i1 they blush; 
soch as are said to walk in lies, auf! strengthen 
tl)f
 hands of el;il doers, of whom the Lord sait h, 
" they are nnto me as Sodoro, and the ilJhaùitauts 
of (;omorrah." (See Jer. xxiii.) 
Anrl how can it be otherwise with such 3S 
would be raised in the world, and mind high 
things, aud would get )'iches by preaching the 
gospeJ; seeing (as the Apostle saith), that it 
drowns men in destruction and perdition, yea, 
and that most ]ikely at unawares, whcn the mind 
is blinded by the god of this world., t'he heart 
hardened through the deceitfulness of riches, 
which (as our Lord saith) choke the good seed? 
\Ve read, that the iniquity of Sodom, was pride, 
fullness of bread, aud abundance of idleness, 
whereby they fell into luauy Insts, which drown- 
ed them in destruction 
 and are not those things 
written for our warning? yea, and the high pro- 
fessors were told (by our Lord himself), that it 
should be IDore tolerable in the day of jndgmeut, 
for those cit.ies which had heen visited by divine 
vengeance for their iniquities, than for them, be- 
cause of the many fa\'ol1rs, might.y works, aud 
warnings, which they made light of and rejected, 
and would have nOlle of his reprooft;, but do as 
they list; aud the apostles, Peter and J IIde, &c. 
refer to the example of Sod om, and the cities of 
destruction, as an eUlblem of the end of all who 
run in the way of Balaam fol' reward, and lo,'e 
tQ have the pre-eminence like !(ora. as Leiug thß 
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hi
h road into that state, which bpgl1ilps unstable 
souls, alld where the e)'es are full of auuherJ', and 
that cannot cease fi'OlU sin. 
Objection-some m.1Y yet ohject, that the wa)'
, 
and coun
e of lit
 atll'iouÎed to the Clergy and 
Di
nita..ies of the church, are IIPl'eili stretched a1!d 
st.rained, far heyond the real 
tate of the Cé1
e, 
seeiug that many of their li\'ing
 produce much 
less than is supposed, aud that even the liule 
that some of them yield, is oflen atteuded with 
lliany \rexatiolls, and is found scallt euough with 
some, eveu to make both euds me
t. 
Ans\Ver-I did not mean to say, that a bless- 
ing aUenderl 
uch gailJ
, (which for any thing I 
know mi
ht melt away like a snail,) I said, that 
ßJany of them seek for much, yea, and get a 
n'at 
deal," and yet if it should come to lillIe, that is 
ouly what the Lord sailh should LefaH sneh as 
fur
ake his hahitation. ((',"ell his Ih 'll
e "hit-h is 
from heav
n,) and nil) grpedily to 

tabli
h a 
dwelling ill the earth, aud set theil" lIest 011 
big-h. 
N ow if an
 say, that these are barefaced pre- 
sumptuolls assertions, to apply snch duse atH] 
severe sayiug.'s, to SOI1lP of the first, Lest, mitt 
gn.>atest in Oli.. J srae1 
 I ma
' 
;
y ag'aill to sHeil., 
\V hat am I, but. Jess tl.an lJothing? yet if t.he sta le 
of the times 
hould utter snch a langnag-e as is 
IWl"cili !leld forth, be uut ye therefure 11Iückers? 
I Dilly mean to mention a few in
talJèes of the 
fruits aud the end which the scriptures sa, 
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-await such and such works, which will app.ly tQ 
meB of all stations, whose hearts go after co\e- 
tuusuess; aud if that to;honld he found directly 
applicable to th
 stale of a certain order of men, 
aud if I hey (ill effect) hlame the scril>ture for COll- 
demuin
 their ways, how shall I help that? 
N everthelcslS I am fully aware, that these 
things may a
 nearly coucern others, to whom they 
luay 1101 appear so directly 3pplicable, yet nlay 
be full as deep iu that st3te which should take 
warning thereby, although it may not seem so 
literally to hit their case; and I should be grieved 
to write 'any lhillg, wlwft.hy one bhonlcJ be pnffed 
up a
ainst another, but tl!at all may fear; 
aud thus I would be uuderstood throughout; 
remembering that tllP Lord !'-ees not as man sees, 
be lo(}k
 at the he:ut -and he sai1.h, "Inake 
clf'an the inside alld t he ont
iùe shaH be clean 
also; anti make the tree good, and his fl"l11t shall 
be 600d likewise;" but I may insist, that the same 
('an
e will produce a like effert now as ill the 
A fJo:o;ll-es' da
-8, or I 
hotlld ra1 her ha\'e Naid, that 
what thf>Y di<.l and wrote, was 110t cOllfineò to that 
day, hilt ll1a
' be applic
Lle to all sorts of people, 
ill 
Il 3ge!':, till1P8, aud places. 
Alld if they that made haste to he rich 8110111<.1 
not be innocent, but fell into divers lusts, which 
d.-own men in pf'rdition and (ie
tJ"uclion, as re- 
pehtf:'d ill many parts of scripturP, in divers \\'a).
t 

.ords, aud lUallIU:'rs, to tilt') same import; I [)Jay 
therefùre at;l, is it going \ ery far to a&Sert, lhat 
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tIle samp thiJl
 may he as ita:l
prOl1S now 811J 
ever it W:1s? is it guing ve:-y far for to say 
 that 
we may not keep fire ill Olir Losom without rlan- 

er of being burned, lJeither can' there he iniquity 
in the land and the Lord not to know it? al1() he 
saith, for the iuiquif}' of his co\'etousness I was 
wrath auò smote him. 
And have they not committed iniquity, which 
hath caused the wra.h, and righteous jncjgment
 
of the Lord, to be pOllred forth npon the nations 
like an overflowing sc()nr
e;"" e,'ell while they 
who were a cause thereof, l.Þlessetf themselves, 
and attributed his jurlgments to other causes, and 
not as heillg the desert of their own deeds, because 
they esteemed ttwms:--l ves orthodox Chri
tians. 
even while in heart ,Jtpy go after Baal or 
r.Jammon, in thpi." gTHVP
 and high places? 
And are Hot snch, more like thent that sacri- 
fice to devils, fhall to tit,. living and true Go(l ; 
""hile it is manifest b)' t heir ways, that the beart 
aud affections are mnre afte. o the world, and thf" 
glory thereof, (which the de\'il offers to sucb as 


.. What was tbe cause of thl' late overturnings in France, and 
Ilumy I)arts (If Europe 1 surely it might be traced to a sourr
, 
\lery òi{f<>rcnt from that assi!!nt.'{1 L
 tlie religious Iufidel, \\ 110 
accounts hjmself an orthodox Chri
lian 1 
Fetf :Iê:l\'e thut> Bot been a lurrent of deceit poured fortlt 
throu
b(lut the nations, by means of au nil confedentcy of church 
and state 1 
nc.1 òid lIot that tend rapidly to corrupt the pt'np!e, 
anrl hastt'D the filling tll) of th
i.r n'ea
nre of iniquity, and enlarg- 
ing tilt" porlion thereon Alas! \\ Imt a LC'ap of corruption doth. 
the hanest tlum:of ùrinï; 1m tit. 
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bow thereunto,) rat hpr than in the cross of Christ, 
and him crncifien; wllieh also should crnC'ify 
thf'IH to the world, alld the world to them; to 
whi{'h cross thp}' appp.ar ellemies by thpir waJ's? 
311(,i yet, sneh say they are true Christians, and 
would put it far away from themselves being the 
cause of the fierceness of the Lord's righteous 
jud
ments upon the na
ions; bnt when they 
conle to theh" door, even like Jezebel, "who pailJt- 
ed her face and tired her head, and looked out 
of the window, saying, had Zimri peace who 
slew his master?" yea, even while herself, her 
priests, her ways and doings, were the cause of 
the sword and destruction. 
Js there any language which could more strik- 
ing) y set fi}rth the conditio;; of the secure, self- 
l'ighteous, carnal professor ill the christian world, 
e
en at this day? hilt wi11 110t the I
ord in 
his own way and time, cause the hail to sweep 
away 
nc.h refuge of lies? yea, to sweep away 
the repn)aeh wherewith they have reproached 
the living anrl eternal trut h; who profess to 
er\'e 
the li,,'ilt!{ G'od awl Saviour white the hearts 
o 
after lhpir co\.etollsne5
; and the flefoöh with the 
affections and lusts, uot being enwifu. 4 d, but the 
first fruits of the I)liud, Jove, aud aflt"diolls, 
oflÞred np to their own hOllonr and a(h 311eemf'ut 
in tbe world; )'ea, to gods, \1\ hich can neither 
hear, IJnr see, nor feel, Ùor understand allY fhing 
be)10ud the spirit of the Least, which goeth down- 
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ward into the earth, where the serpent goetb 
upou his belly, whose meat is dust? 
Their gods are more corrupt than the heathen 
idols of wood and stone; aud will not the old 
heathen worshippers of wood and stone, rise up 
in the judgment against our modern idolaters, 
who reject the. light of the glorious gospel, and 
make merchandize thereof, whose covetousness is 
o)úre corrupt than the heathen idols? and jf such 
profess to be men úf God, do they not cause his 
name to hè blasphemed, who" fot filthy lucre 
teach things which they ought not to teach, and 
who 
ay they are what they are not? and hath he 
not 'noted such, saying, I know the blasphemy of 
them which say they are Jews, and are not, but 
are the synagogue of Satan? and does. not Panl 
say <in ii. TÙn. iii.) that in the last days perilous 
times should come, for men !Shall be lovers of 
thf'ir own selves. covetous, proud, blasphemers, 
with many other evils, which be saith should be 
in men who had the form of godliness, but deny- 
ing the power thereof, from such as he cbarg
th 
Timothy to turn away, (even as he should turn 
from any idolatry) tliough tbey should be never 
so learned; for he 
aith of sucb, ever learning, but 
never able to come to the knowledge of the 
truth? 
And a1th{'\ugh they make n high profession' of 
the truth and form of godliness, yet they with- 
stand the truth, even as he that loved to have 
the pre-eminence, witbst"ood the Apostles; and 
A Å 
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is not tbe blasphemy of such as pI'ofess the b'utb, 
and form of gorlliues!ot (while hy thei., wOl'ks they 
deny it), worse, and al'e tl)f'Y not g.'eater enemies, 
8i)d a greater reproach to the way of truth, than 
the open a\'owed infidel, agaiust whom, (though 
very deservedly) they have marle such an outcry 
of late years? and yet what is the Llaspbcmy of 
the openly avowed infidel, compared with such 
as stab the truth in the dark, aud betray it for 
money? 
. As for the pitiful blasphemy of the infideJ, with 
an such works, they shall perish like their own 
dung; but I have at times been ready to tremble, 
in a sense of the blasphemy of many, who make 
a high profession of om' Lorù and Saviour, of his 
truth and form of godliness, yet ser\'e not him, 
but their own bellies, and would luake a trade of 
preaching the gospel for the sake of filthy luere, 
who, as the scripture saith, " with feigned words" 
(goo.) worch.) and fair speeches, (]ecehe the 
lic3:rts of the 
imple, and make merchandize of 
till> flocks; and many shall follow their perniCious 
ways, by reason of whotu the \Va) of truth shaH 
l..
 e\ it spoken of. (Rom. x\'i. 18, and ii. Peter 
ii. a ) 
. i\re they not the great hlasphemers of all, who 
prflf('
s to know Goil, 'while by their works they 
dt"'B)' him? aud so cause the wa)' and fame of the 
t.'11th to be e\"il spoken of, even while they make 
t\l(> lomiest outcry against the infidel, in order to 
COvel' their own filthiness of spirit, who are iufidel 
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-ãt heart, and whose fruit is the most dang
rou
 
weapon that ever Satan yet had to put Ìuto the 
hand of the poor infidel, to the 
reat dangcr of 
hi
 own 80ul 7 and that of others; yea, is not 
their spirit and thf'ir works, the \ ery soil for infi- 
delity to grow in. heyond any upon the face of 
the whole earth, insomuch that were it 1I0t f(Jr 
tile great mist of darkness and deceit, which they 
and the people who uphold them, have spread 
over the nations; the glorious gospel of God our 
Saviour, might now so shine forth, as to cause 
the infiùel to tremble at the sight of his own 
state, as Fe1ix did; hut it would be easier to 
make the iufidel, the publican, or harlot, to trem- 
ble fOI. their condition, than some of them, who 
may have full as much cause, and may be in a 
more desperate case, being more fearful1y p..epared 
to sel the truth at defiance than ever the infiilel 
was; being built up and fortified, with the spl(>l1- 
dour and antiquity of their profession, "ith bouks, 
languages, order, and orders, yea, with all the 
multitude, strength, and interest of myste.'y Ba- 
h
'lon on their side; it must be a m<u\teHous 
display of divine power aud Inerc
r, that could 
arouse or awaken from such a state, and enable 
them to put off lhe old man with his deeds, and 
spoil all his goods. 
And moreover, if those that have cansed (he 
way of truth tt) be e\ i1 spoken of, had but an eye 
to look ab3ut, and behoJd the things \
 IJich 
came to pass in our days; if they had a Lcart 
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to un(lc
stand the cause of such strauge and sore 
, jqdg(:pents aud overturning
, even of outward 
things, in states, nations, and governments, as the 
cruel wars, confusion and conlllJotions, wherewith 
neighbouring states aud nations hath been visited; 
what was the cause thereof? waß it any other 
'ihan the sins of the people, and of tht'ir priests, 
who had caused the name of God to be blasphem- 
ed, by profe
siug to be what they were not, 
insQlnuch tlJat .tbe people seeing their hJpocrísy, 
at last (on tbeir account), even despised the 
te 1igioL1 which sucb priests taught and pro- 
ffssed, so tbat at last many of them would luake 
DQ profession at all, but even denied all .oevealed 
religion, (as is reported of some in France, &c.) 
reckoning no d.oubt., that they couid not be worse 
than the professor, who had no religion at all, 
while he professed a great deal. 
. For bad as Judas was to be an unbeliever, 
:yet his pretend iug tQ beJieve and kiss his master, 
made his case loo)} ,still worse, and more despe- 
rate; so it is with such as profess to love and serve 
God, while the heart go after the world or Baal; 

l)d what availed their great ado,-their sacrifices, 

nd leaping upon their 
1talOs; yea, though tbey 
should cry out aut} cut 
b
n.
sel ves in their zeal, 
yet jf the heart w
ut after a god that could 
neither hßar, answer, or deliver, what avails their 
profession of the Jiving and true Gorl, while- by 
their works 
hey deny him, and cause þis naine tQ 
þ
 bJ

ph
m
d.p'-mong tl}e hea
hen ? 
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And then, (when the Lorc1's judgments over. 
take them) they cry out against the infidel, 
while they cannot see, that it is their own ways, 
and 'their doings, tbat procured it; is Hot the evil 
example of one covetou
 prelatf', a greater scan- 
dal to the christian name, than the bickering of 
ten infidels? yea, hath 110t the infidel been hatch.. 
ed by the heat of their deceit, and the abomilla..' 
tion of their example? Could the serpent lay his 
egg in a more likely rlepo
it, than the evil sayour 
of that inflm:nce, whereby they not only caused 
burthens to be bound on, grievous to be borne, 
but also strengthened the hands of evil doers, by 
ways tenùing to settle clown the people at ease, 
and secure, in the midst of their sins, so long as 
they would put into their mouths? but if they 
refused to put into their mouths, then they 
would prepare \Var against them; for if any did 
honestly testify agaiust their ways, it must be at 
theil" peril, and the least such had to expect, was 
to be hranded as disturbers of the public peace, 
and enemies to common order and tranquillity; 
though the trut.h was, that they \Vere real friends 
to J."otn, yea, and to mankind, and to their country, 
but what then, they were the enenlies of Baal, 
and of deceit, and that was thought crime enough 
in a state hastening to destruction. 
And can we think, that the Lord won1d Hot 
wisit for such things? or that he would not be 
ilvenged on such a nation as this? yea, though 
þ
 might wait, aod have long forbearance, yet 
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dar
 we to think, that unless we repent, that. sin 

hould go unpunished Ly the Judge of all the earth, 
,,'ho wiUdo right, and who win render vengeance 
to snch a
 hold a profession of the truth in unright. 
eons ness ? 
But happy will it be for such as find tbe gin 
of unfeigned repentance, even thongh they should 
be sorely chastised in this life; but ah! alas! for 
such as would stout it out, and pnt it far away 
from themselves, and hecause of their high pro- 
fession (and of the great mnlLituùe that profess as 
they do, and go in the broad way), would harden 
their heart aud stiffen the neck, as if their deeds 
would stand the test, and that they were not the 
cause of the judgments which were in the earth; 
but would pnt it far away f..Olll themselves, by 
cr)'ing out against the professed infiòel, la)"iug all 
the blame at their door, as if the avowed infidel 
did all the mischief; alld thus they would still 
turn people away from looking at home, where 
thpy might see the mischief which the false 
Christian is doing, both to his own sonl, 3ud in 
the world at large; for allhongh the works of the 
avowed iufirlel shaH rot, yet how much more to 
he feared is that of the fa'
e, carually mimJed 
Christian, who holds the truth in unrighteousness, 
and would ha\'e his pOl'timl ill this life; so take 
this along wilh you, if 
'e can Leal' it, that here is 
the root, the 
roHnd, alld the main-stock of the 
infidel, e\'en the false Christian, who profcss-Christ 
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and know him not, neither have his spirit, 1>nt 
Jive after the flesh. 
And what if I might add, that such may be 
found to belong to m)'stel"Y Bab)'lon. Ihat great 
city, which have even reigned over the kiugs of 
the earth; which made John to wonder with 
great adnliration, when he saw her, (long after old 
Babylon had been made an habitation for the 
birds of the desert,) and beheld her to be drullken 
with the blood of the saints and ßlartyrs of 
Jesus; whose life anrl spirit is crucified afresb 
ill all her ways, which great city is also Flpiritually 
called Sodom and E
ypt; whf're also he saith, 
our Lord \Vas crucified-even in Sodom and Egypt 
(long after he had asc-ended into hea,'en), but as 
this is the mystery, hid from the ages and g-ene- 
rations of the wise and prudent of this world 
(though revealed unto babes), I may touch upon 
it but very slightly; seeing, that if men are told 
of earthly things, and they belie\'e- Hot, how then 
shoulll they bear to be told of heavenly thin
s? 
see then that first of all we should know tlâs, 
that mystery llahyIon is not only an earthly 
tiling, Lmt also fo;emmal and devilish; )J('a. 
he 
is become the habitation of devils, the hold 
of every foul 
pirit, and the cage of e""ery 
unclean and hateful bird, though she may 
get decked out never so fair, with all the {!;Iilter 
of a high profession of Christ, \\ hile clean contra- 
ry to his 8pÍl'it. life, anù PO\VCI',} ('a, au enemy 
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thereto, even as the frieudship of the world i8 
elJw;ty "'ith Cod. 
Therefore, well wonld it he for all who lo\'c 
theÍr son Is, to take good heed aud beware of 
my
tery ßabylon, that they escape out of her 
many inventions, that so they may not be found 
in her, nor within any of bel' borders, precincts, or 
or dimen
ions-; and here is a hiut for us all, tbat 
we may take good' notice and mark well, that' 
she is called, mystery Babylou, the grèat mother 
of harlots and abominations of the earth;' and 
although she is so great, and may be before aU. 
Ollr faces, .yet none of her inhabitalJts can teJl who 
she is, nor what she is, for within her the language 
is coufounded, and there, none can teU the lIam
, 
nor the number of the beast which she rides 
upon; for even that is a great mystery; although 
she sits upon peoples, and multitudes, and nations, 
and tongues, 
BablyotJ is called mystery, the great, tbe mother 
of harlots, and abominations; let it suffice here 
for to say, that great is thp mlstery of iniquity, 
and non
 but the Lord can reveal e,'en so mnch ; 
and it deeply concerns all for to know this which 
is revealed unto the ..abe, that so they may flee 
out of ßah)'lon, fot, the voice f,.om Iu-aven 
saith unto the peop1e, "come out of her, 
and partake not of her sins, that ye receive 
not of her plagues:" so behold, Iwholú, that 
plagues await Babylon, which are sealed up 
as her portion for ever, and pronounced to 
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he sure to come upon her: and it is written, " strong 
is the 1401'd who jndgeth her;" oh then, how 
strong, dreadful, and irrevocable, are the judg- 
Ilu
nf.s which a wait her! 
\Vherefore then need we marvel, if we should 
behold sore judgments poured forth upon a na- 
tion for the iniquity thereof? but doth it not 

peak loud as a warning unto us, who nlay be 
. filling up our measure also? aud if it be awful to 
behold judgments in the earth, poured forth 
upon those transitory enjoyments, which nlay he 
gone as in a moment of time, how unspeakably 
fearful is the 
ense of divine wrath, in the pros- 
pect of a state of fixedness and eternal duration, 
\\' hen time to us here shall be no longer, when, if any 
of us should be found the wicked and slothful 
servant, thel'e is no returning for to mend it, or to 
do the work over again? 
Therefot'e how deeply doth it concern every 
one of (]
, to believe on Him, whom the Father hath 
sanctified anrl sent into the world, that he also 
nmy wash and sanctify l1S, and redeem us from 
all iniquity? that so his judg'llJents may not over- 
take us when too late, and our day is ov
.., but 
that our sins being oppued before hand unto 
judgment, may be wrought out and washed in 
the blood of the Lanlb,-even his precious life, 
which hath been slain from the founcla\ion of the 
world, that we may look in time upon Him whom 
we have pierced, yea, and open unto Him, that 
so OUf sins may not follow after; but tllat while 
DB 
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tbe judgments of the Lord are in the earth, thf; 
inhabitants oCtbe world may learn righteousness. 
Amen! even so,oh Lord! let it be quickly, seeing 
that we know not how long we may be inhabi- 
tants of this world, which, with the fashion thereof 
passed} away. 



191 


SECTION lIt. 


.An earnest Evpostulation, in Orde1" to remind some 
'lvlw have 10'llg been speaking of Emancipation, 
tnal a belter slate than tlteirs is lite portion of the 
willing and obedient Cltristian.-If lwply they 
'lnl:s:llt be persuaded, to consider, how lame'nlably 
sllorl, tlle freedom they aim at, falls, of ti,e glori- 
ous liberty of the Cllildren of God, ez.'en tile sure 
portion and lot of inneritance, rese1'ved in st01'e 
for the Gospel Times. 


Now would I address a word of remetnbrance 
onto some of Iny own countrymen, for them to 
read and consider; even noto those who have 
long been speaking of eloancipation: but I mean 
more especially the poor amongst them, many of 
whom, deserve mucl
 s}'mpathy and considera- 
tion, whose circumstance and allotment in this 
, life hath been snch, that some of you have had 
o.ccasiou to labour hard for your support, e'ren to 
eat bread by the sweat of the hro\V, whereiu 
n1any have laboured, anrl ha(1 patience in that 
respect, to an highly commellllable dpg)"ee, even 
so as to claÎlnmuch cOlJsideratÎi>u ant) sympathy, 
)'ea, and commiseration. 
And as I have oftpn hy the space of n1any 
years, heard tell of your tal k about emancipation, 
my very he
rt hatb 
 earued toward you,> so 
that I did a.-dcB tl y dt:sil e your eluancipation 
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in a mnch larger, and highe)' degree than many 
amongst you thought was wanting, insomuch 
that I have often said in nJY heart, "oh! that I 
could even acquaint lllany of them, of the earnest 
Iongilig desire which I feel for their more perfect 
emancipation," of which I knew they could not 
bear to be plainly told: and I should be grievpd 
to wound their feelings unprofitably, feal'ing that 
it nlight rathel' teud to fret, than convince the 
mind; howbeit I know that it is much safer, 
even to do violence to such feelings, than altoge- 
ther to withhold what I assurellly believe to be 
the truth; and still I had often to cast in my 
mind, whether I could ever find any means of con- 
veying unto them, even a few of my thoughts, or 
feelings, upon the subject of their condition, which 
I still feel earnest to do before I lea\'e this world; 
and seeing that time and opportunity is uncertain, 
and that there is neither work, device, nor know- 
ledge in the grave, I shall endeavonr to make use 
of the present time, to offer the following feeble 
simple remarks, to their serious consideration; 
which still seems Lut a small effort toward the 
performance of a long prota'acted duty; if I haply 
I may in this manner, any wa}'
 acquit my own 
soul of that debt which I have long owed: not 
,hut that I am well aware, that they' have often 
been reasoned and pleaded with, in a far more 
clear and powerful manuel', than any feeble 
hints, which I may have to offer. 
And moreover, I know (as I said before) that 

 



]93 


nJany of them could not bear it, if I shonJd spmk 
plainly; for now I mean to address those Hat 
adhere to tile decrees aud authority of lhe Pope. 
and of those which they call l
ather
, some of 
\vhOIlJ would hear nothing that might seem to nn 
contrary to the cUI'reut of their own settled 
ysten 
 
heiug in that respect. too much like the Jewsof 
old, who thonght the greatness alltJ antiquity of 
theil' church estahlishment, a sufficient answer lo 
all that might appear contrary thereunto; }
t 
even all that, and mnch more that 1 might l1lel- 
tion, may not excnse me from attemptillg' 0 
offer them a few lines to )'ead and consirle-; 
although I know that it 5een
s like speaking.o 
the air, as I cannot do it in a way that many 
)f 
them would approve, jf I !':peak sOlllewl!f'1t plail)lr'; 
and I dare not do otherwise if I say any thing, aid 
keep a clear conscience toward God, anel a Cdl- 
science that would not offeud the tender goul 
seed in any, although it i
, (even to this da',) 
held in sore bOlldag-e in many minds, aurl 
,
h 
will he offeuded, êlIU) it is impos
ihle that it 
should not he 
o. I 
B'
t it is for fhp poor tltat I am pl'inf'ipatly f'ln- 
cerned, to whom I may speak the more pl
idy, 

ceillg that I am one of their own ef)'tals in nu)y 
respects, my manner of life heing many w 
'S 
like theirs, aud what some would call quite rn- 
learned, being ignorant of hmgnagf's 01' {-'\'f.:'U he 
rules of grammar, awl ha,'e still less to hoas of 
religious attainmeuts, having nothing to rely won 
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bd the mercy of God; and if allY say, where- 
fo'e then 
honld I address others, 
;{'eing that I 
an neithf'r learned nor righteous? my answer 
slonld be to such, that I only r
mind them to 
e:amiue for themselves \\(hile they have tim
, 

nd for my own part, if I can attain the simplici- 
t
 of a child, that may suffice; and although I 
luve fallen sadly short of being a good and 
f
ithflll servant, yet I can sp
ak of the great 
f,,'bearance of the Lord toward me, illsomuch 
flat I may say of these things of which I write, 
hat although I ha\'e but little 8('hool learning 
(\s may easily appear), yet I have 
1ill a mind, 
,'hich can in some small measure feel, and under. 
8'and, and f'pe
k of things" hicll my spiritual eye 
lath seeu, (lnd whil'h I have heard, and tasted, and 
lanelled of the word of life, which the Lord hath 
rchly in store for all those that believe in, and 
]Ive his appearance. 
Alld that is the faith which I would il1\'ite the 
por frpdy to partake uf, which \\ ould make them 
fpe indeed, for that is it which o\ieJ'(
olHelh the 
"orlò, and brings into the ghwiol1s 1iherty of the 
oilt1ren of God, )'t'8, to come t3
te anrl see how 
g>od the Lord is, even to see for tlwmselves, and 
TDt df'pend on my word, or the word of any mall 
seing that they may recur to a certaill indubita- 
æ e\ i.lence in thc1H
e"Tf'
, (according to Scrip- 
tt"f> testil1loll
') whetlwr rllPl'Oe rhiugs are so; and 
a' hou
h I may dep10re the weakpess of my own 
fBth, yet this IllJlJst a<;kno
'leùge, that so far 
s 
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I have believed, and received the Lord in the 
way of his coming (h)1 his light and grace), I have 

o far found him to be all to Ine, that the Scriptures 
f;ay of him, yea, more than I could ask or think; 
and seeing that I myself have so far fallen short. 
I may the more earnestly ca1l to others, to hold 
fast that which is freely given them of God, that 
they may occupy therewith, even with the free 
gift of his grace, which is given to every man to 
p.oofit withal, Titus, ii. II. and (as Peter declared,) 
tbat is the universal standing reli
ioll, through 
wbich (in every nation) all that fear God and 
work ri
hteousness aloe accepted of him. 
But to return to the suhject of the following 
lìnes; I would be understood, in nowise to inter- 
fere with those temporal sl1hjects, which have long 
been a bone of contention, espf'cial1y aillongst 
such as may always be striving who shall be the 
greatest; and if any should suppose, that these 
remarks may have even an indirect reference there- 
nnto, I may tell them plaiuly, that I mean no 
uch 
thillg; and am so frpe from the least party Illotive ill 
thus writing, that I have not told allY one indi- 
vidual that 1 had e"en thought of such a thing, 
although I may take occasion (from a subject 
which has Leen long agitated) to refer to one of 
far greater importance tban any thing of a worldly 
or fading rl uration, albeit I do not hereby mean, 
that men should neglect their temporal concerns, 
because that herein I have nothing to do therewith. 
But the emancipation which concerns people of 
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311 professioß!õoò, is, that they may be ù('li\'ered fnHn 
the houdag;e of corrnption, into the glorious li- 
herty of the children of Goll; so that although I 
may BOW speak 
()Ulewhat plainly, (which I must 
do, jf 1 say auy thillg',) Jet I am fully aware, that 
others may ha\'e as much lIeed of deliverance 
from that bondage af' those I lIOW address, though 
J sha!l herein cuufilJe these remark
, to those who 
have Leell long talking of Emancipation; and 
"ould ask, 01' I should rather have said, I desire 
that )"e may ask the witness which Gorl hath 
placed for himself in everyone of }'our con8ci
nces, 
whether ye have not need of higher, and much 
larger Elllall(
ipatioli than ye HOW look for', \\' hieh 
none bllt Chritst Jesus the Lord himself can gi\'e ? 
and if the Sou make you free, then are ye free in- 
deed, tlot only free from the bondage of corrnp- 
tiolJ, but al
o fì'om the rudiments of the world, 
which are after the commandments and tl'aditioas 
of men, and 110t after Cllt'ist (C ' ollos ii.); aud the 
Scri(}tl1re saith, "wherefore if )'e be dead \\ ith 
CIJfist from the I'IHJiu:puts of the world, why, as 
though li\ iug in the world, are ye subj{>('t to ordi- 
nan('e
, (tollch not; ta!:;te not; hanùle not; whi('h 
all peri!:;h \Vith the using ;) aftei' thp cOlumandmeuts 
and doctrinps of men?" CvllJs, ii. 20. 21. 2:!, 
I-Iave 1Iot mauy of you heell subject (alld in 
bondage) uuto that which pel ish \\ il.h the u
illg? 
and have ye not been taught, tllat it \\ o,dd be uu- 
belief to call in question, the cOIlJ!lJ<.I.ndment!'i, doc- 
hines, and tradition
 of lIlen, whil
 
.t the fSamc 
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r 
tìme ye profess to helieve, iu Christ, whose cort1- 
luand is, to beware of men, yea, to beware, even 
of them wLo come in a name as high as prophets: 
and profess to be the sheep of his fold? yet the 
Lord commalJds to beware of such, and to know 
them by their fruits; now if any should tak.e 
men's word, (and :1:0 after their ordinances 
ild 
commandments) withont looking into their fruits, 
call such say that they honour Christ, who sait.h, 
beware of men, aud know them by their fruits? 
(LJIatlltew vii. 16. 20,) therefore. do )'
 not reject 
the Lord's commandment, (and make it of no 
effect,) if ye take men's word without looking iato 
their fruits? and would it not seelll in 
uch a 
case, a great sign tbat men do not look into 
their own fruits? who take other men's word, 
and trust in a high profes
ion, while they slight 
their Lnrd's command, who saith, " not everyone 
that saith nllto me, Lord, LOl'd, shall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven, but he that doth the will 
of my father which is in heaven," (lJ.lattltew vii. 21.) 
so we may see, that it is nol much speaking, or 
great profession, but doing the will of God frolu 
tbe heart, that will fiud acceptance with tbe searc
1er 
of heart
, who requires. fruits of righteousness 
from all, and in all, and requires us to know Inen 
Ly their fruit
, and not to rely upon their profes- 
sion nor their words, .for, by g-ood words and 
fair speeches they deceive the hearts of the sim- 
ple, who serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
their own belly; as in Rom. xvi. 18. 
cc 
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And t!le Apost1e Peter saitb, that '
throngh co- 
vetoUSf}e
s shaH they, with feigned wOI'ds, makç 
merdlaudize of )'on, (2. Peter ii,) lJy red
on of 
whoß} (he saith) the way of tt'uth shall be e\'il 
spoken of," so then, if men seek to ßlake a gain of 
the gospel, are not the fruits of 
lIch, stark nanght 
opposite to the Apostles of Christ? and all tl.at 
receive t}.em, and desire to be in boudage to 
such as p;o after covetous practices, plaillJy shew, 
that they h'l.ve not examined their own fruits, 
and also shew, that they depend too much upon an 
empty profession, whi!e they can pass Ly covet- 
ousness, ill "their nlinisters;, and if any say that 
it is not so, let them look at the fearful caRe of 
Simon Magus, who let such a thought enter illto 
his heart, as that the gift of God might be pur- 
chased for Bloney; and there we see the fearful 
state of snch as think even snch a thought, as to 
give or take Dloney fOl' holy thiugs; the apostle 
Peter said unto Simon, " thy money perish with 
thee; because thou hast thought that the gift of 
God may be purchased for money, thou hast 
nejth
r rart nor lot ill this maUer, for thy heart 
is not right in the sight of God; repent there- 
fore of this thy wickedness, &c. for J percei\'e 
that thou art in the gall of bitterness and in the 
bnnrl Ofitaiquity:' (Acts viii. 20. 21. 22, 
3.) 
There we may see one 8hOl't and sure way of 
knowiug that such men's fruits must be evil and 
biller; 8S Peter saith, he was in the gall of bit- 
terne::;s and in tbe Loud of iniquity, who even 
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t honght that the gift of God could be purchased 
fOf' rflJoney; and if we had any regard for the 
apo
tle Pete."s judgment, we shol1ld see how 
sadly he wanted emancipatioJl, who \Vas ill the 
boud of iuiquity; and 
ven Simon himself did 
not stout it out, although he had just thpu beeu 
tUl'ned {rom taking money for diviuing among 
the heathen, yet bad as he was, he de
ired Peter 
to pray for him, that none of th
 judgments, 
(which fell upon such as thought that the gift of 
God might be purchased with 1110ne)' ,) should 
come upon him. 
And now, oh ye that say much about emanci- 
pation, have ye considered what it is? do ye in- 
deed think that it would be emancipation, only 
for the Bishops of Rome, and of Canterbury, to be 
ullited together in a mutual bond or compact of 
amity, and fellowship? who might ha\'e thought 
it good for the \vorld to be divided between thetn, 
as respects religious or church affaÌl's, even as 
might have been thought of Cæsar and Ant.hony, 
ill national, or state affairs; howbeit, we may 8ee 
1hat the Lord took it from them both,-neitbcr of 
". horn now governs even a city, al though one of 
them had been adored as a god; and )'et who 
would now say, ahat it was any great 108s to the 
Wt rId, or that tbe bondage thereuf should be 
increased, because they could no longet' sway a 
sCf'ptre over it? and in like mauner, if the day 
should yet come, (which I belie"e will come, in 
the Lord'8 tiIDC,) "hen neither of tbese great 
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metropolitan, Diotrephean princes, should sway 
their sceptre o\'er the Christian world; who 
would then say, that the world should be a loser, 
or that the bondage thereof should be tbe greater, 
because their golden chain could no longer bind 
the people. 
I knoU: that some would call this bold and 
presu[
)ptuOl1S reasoning (or worse), to speak so 
familiar or irreverend, of the highest and most 
holy men in the world; but let such ask them- 
selves again, whether they are not the bold, pre- 
surnpt uous, and irreverend in
eed, that can 
make light of Christ's command? who saith, 
" beware of false prophets which come to yon ill 
sheep.s c1othing, but inwardly they are ra\'ening 
wolves, ye shall know !hem by their fruit
;" and 
is it not remarkable, that in this place, the Lord 
should only instance one mark of the false pro- 
phets, that is, " they are inwardly raveuous," and, 
" ye shall know them by their fruits?" 3S much as 
to say, that such as will not see greediuess or 
covetouslJ
SS, to be a great destroying evil, shall Le 
left to follow their own decf'ifings; therefore, 
ar
 they not fearfully contemners of the Lord's 
command, who take men UPO') trust, ju
t as they 
may be, without ever se
Q)jl1g to look, or ca,re, 
what their fruits are? is there not great dangel" 

hat such care too little what theia' ?wn' fruits 
may be? and is it not remarkable, that me11 mind 
nothing less, than that which the l..ord first of 
1l 

pmtl1and.
 ? 
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Now I may not n\a'
e ,ery many remarks npon 
the great priuC'es of dh'ini,y, who are adore,1 as 
great rliviue8, (aceorJiug ...to the sway they can 
acquire iu this worlel ;) as it might fill volumes, 
to point out the many slrnllg relJsons whieh we 
have to qne
tion, whether e'e." the diflèrent gifts 
and qualifications meet for the 111inistry anù g:o- 
Vernl11ellt of Christ's ki:Jg(loin, conld be made 
tep- 
pin
-stolles to what is called promotion and pre- 
ferment unto the great princely re\'enues, and high 
rank in this world, after whiC'h ulallY of them as- 
pire: for my own part, when J hear of the ililriA'ue 
and canva

ing whieh have sometimes been 
resorted unto, to attain 
lIch chaÎi's of dignity; 
I say, that I should fear it would be borderiug 
on blasphemy, for to illsi
t, that such ways 
could be agreeable to the heavf'uly offler, alJrl 
governlnent of the kingdom of Christ, (who saith, 
"my kingdom is not uf t his world,") nay, but 
some of their ways have been so vastly different, 
yea, so like the world in gree(lilless, that thp 
chairs of dignity to which many ofthelll ha "e 
....i\'et.\ 
ilJ the worlù, would clilite di
'Ì(I"alify mell (01" the 
government or ministry of the church of Christ, 
(even supposing them to have had every needful 
qualification), aud if 
uch diguity tShould be at- 
tained unto, partly Ly humal1 policy, the \lery 
thought thereof would he 
ho('kin

: indeerl: 
therefore, as before OUSCl'vpd, I may ìlOt attempt 
to point to many parti
ulan
, on that 8uhject, 
.seeing that 
hese thin
s are so plain alJd seU:' 
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,'idf'nt, that erery inlelligent mimi (which stands 
open to ('on\'i
ti(jll) may see fOI" themseh'cs, and 
know the fruits, whether they be of Gud, or of 
llHH1, 
Sù that, to be vf'ry short, I may confine myself 
to one 
imple point on that head, atHI that is, a 
query, rf'8pectillg one of their great Patriarchs, 
Bishops, or ,Fathers, &c. according to ,heir diffe- 
rent ranks or stations; how rome they to be 
sHch? as for example; let IJS snppose the Pupes, 
seeing Ihat thpy are thought highest of all, and 

eeing that tlwy hale' aITi\'f'd to a pitch of worldly 
pomp and plnv,er, far heyolHf allY thlllg that a 
minister of the g()
p(\1 of Jeslls Christ, (who 
should be cl'licilif'd to the wodel, alld the world 
to him,) sllOllId aim at, therf'fore how callie 
tlwy to get up to 8l1{
h a height? and what 
ITleans do they still m;e to attaill thereunto? 
ha ve allY of them Pl'actiserl any thing like the 

'ro
s common iutri
:al{, of 1 he \Vtu"ld, ill order to 
forward theil" scheme of éuhal1cement thereto, 
tliat so tire)' might gf't in uf'fore allother, (per- 
haps hetler than tllt'm
('hes?) ha \'e the
' e\'er 
conrh.d the support of ki,,
!'; and prin('
s of this 
,,'odd to fa \ 0111" thei.. proJl}olioll, 
ncl tlwlJ preteud 
tn recei\e it with reluctall(,(" like a sort uf l1Jock 
rliffidence, ifsu, is 1I0t thatlikt' h.t\'ing Ulf'II'S persolls 
in ad miratioll hecanse of ad nllttagf', which the 
seriptnres poiut out as a mark of desperate de- 
pra\'it),? (Jude 17.) 
Aud nuw (nu!ess men \\'ilfull)' close their e)e'), 
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most may ea..ily answer the q'1e
tion, whetller 
thpse things al'e so, at least there rue few hut may 
know it IU some rlegree, all(1 if such a tiling there 
Le, 
\'en ill a 
mall measure, is it lIot clean con- 
trary to the nature of Christ's kingdom? wllo 
saith I1nto Peter, " that flesh and blood hath not 
revealed it unto thee, hut the 
pil'if of my Father, 
whieh is in hea\cn; aud upou that rock will I 
huild my church," (even upon the 
pirit of the Fa- 
ther. which wa
 re\fealed ill Peter,) and that is 
the rock, which all the building of God mllst be 
built upon, e\'en upon the re,elation of his own 
spirit, alld not upon flesh and blood. But the great 
high prie:,ts which men set up, (who madly claim 
the chair of Peter), are flesh aud blood, and are 
also set np by flesh and blood; and all such 
are ill bondage uuto this da)': aud e\'en while 
thf'Y bpeak of lihelty, they are not only servants 
of corruption, but e"en de
ire to be in bonrlage t6 
the eleIHPlits and rndimeuts of the world; )'ea, 
in bondage to the commandments of men, which 
are not aft
r Christ, hilt after flesh and bloud. 
But Chri
t saith, "I am the wav, aud the 
01 
tnlth) anti the life,.' (mind that,) and there is no 
illtl'igne, nor wor1tlJy policy, nor seekiJ'g for pl'e- 
emilleuee, in him, the way; all that is of the flesh, 
and is in bondage, for he saith, "it is the spit it 
that quick
n
th, the flesh profiteth nothing;" but 
he that is the way, was as ft sheep dumb before 
the bhearer8, so opelU'd he lIot IJis mouth, whose 
kingdom is not of tbis . world, 31Hl who told hi
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disdplps. that he that 1\'ould he great, mnst be 
fiervallt of all, and set a litHe child before them, 
to rebuke 8ud.. as f'\ell thought who 8honld be 
great,est, tellillg them, that was likp. the princes 
of the Gentiles, whose 
reat OUf'S exercise domi- 
uion and authority over them, but it shalllwt be- 
80 arnoll
 you, (iJfatltew xx. .1Jlark x. Luke xxii.) 
And thus we may obsef\'e (as in other parts 
likewise), the Lord refers to the example of a 
little child, for to illustrate the btate which he 
wonlc) bring his disciples unto, e\'en a state of 
pure simple innocence, which conld llut be capa- 
ble of eveu the thought of craft, illtri2'ne, or domi- 
nion; and let us also IHark well, alJd take good 
notice, that he likewise refers them e
pecially to 
the example which himsplf had left thf'm, e\éu an 
example of simplicity, and self denial beyond the 
powel' of description; and now if auy should try 
to screen the European Prelates, from I)t>ill
 mea- 
sured by the above rule, I say, if they should try 
to get off hy saying, that all this hat h a more 
deep and 
pil'itual l1Ie:-luing, A nswer-I 
hall 
heartily COIICU", that it hath a dt"f'p, 'iery dpf'p 
e,pirilual (Jwaning indeed, 
hich Jet will 110 \\ 1YS 
destroy the heavenly exaæple of sill.lplicity alld 
self- denial \\ hid) the Lord himself 
et I
p, (3)', hut 
I'ather tends to estaLlish it; imwmucb, that tbe 
depth and 
piritl1ality to \\ hich they ff
fer, d(,th 
still more powerfully witnes
 agc1inst all, \\ 110 
o 
about to uphold a thing that is 8et up aÙer the 
flesh, aud the will of man. 
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I
or when onr blessed Sa "iour set forth tIle 
Jittle child as an example, he designed a perfect 
example, (and nut a partial 011(3,) for all his works 
are perfect, aud that will be found to answer in 
every case. The little child was a perfect child, 
not capable of art, guile, or contri\'ance, anti could 
not be said to have any faculty, but its attraction 
to, and dependance upon the parent, which is a 
perfect attraction, hein;!; the work of God, (whose 
works are all perfect;) hence it follows, that aU 
who are meet for the kingdolU of heaven, must 
,he so changed or converted (from all that apper- 
taius to the old or first mau, w hicb is after old 
Adam in the fall,) to a perfect nleasnre of the 
nature, whict), after God, is created unto right- 
eousness and true holiness, e\'en the nature of 
Christ, called the 
econd Adam, the Lord froln 
heavell, the quickening spil'it: though this is 
foolishness uuto all the wise Inen ill 011 A.iam in 
the fall, who are lookin
, who will be greatest, 
(like their old father, who aspi."cd abo\'e the sta- 
tion which the Lord appointed him, and so fell 
into the earth); I say, though these things are fool- 
ishness to such, yet they are plain and even na- 
tural to lhe least habe, tlJat is born of the immor- 
tal 
eed and word of God, which liveth and 
abideth fOl" ever; that is the one word which 
fuHilleth.,tlJe whole law, even that which loveth 
God the l
alher above all, and his neighbour as 
himself, who seek only the glory of God, and the 

ood of his nei.:;hbour as of himself, so cannor 
l> D 
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Si'êk, or he ravenous after preferment in the 
wo,"lcl ahove other
, for the sake of advantage, 
and therefore, could lIot, nor dare not, (for the 
whole \\Iorld) spek after pre, eminence ahove their 
brethren, heeause of the gifts bestowed upon 
thpm, (" hether for t he ministry of the I!o
pel, .,t 
whate\'er other gift,) and of course, could Hol re. 

pect pprsons be(
aHSe of ad \'antage. 
Neither could they ask (or accept of) auy prince 
or great man's favour 01 interest, for the purpose of 
theil' advancement, to exalte(l or lucrath'e stati- 
ons in the church; I say, that it would be altogether 
impossib1e for a trne servant of Jesus Christ, to seek 
or accppt of preferment in such a way, because that 
if he he Christ's, and buried with him, by his heaven- 
ly spiritual hapti!õ\m, into death, then, he seeks the 
things which are auove, where the Lord i
, with 
whom he is crucified to the world, and the world, 
(with the glory thereof)) unto him, so that the ser- 
'anI of the Lord is dead to the promotion of the 
wodd being raised by his Lord, above all filthy 
Inere, and above the honour, or praise of men; 
fr'H:J the bondng-e of which, Christ doth make him 
free, anrl raiselh him al)()\"e them, and sO he 
St>pks the things which are abo\'e, where Christ 
i
; and Christ lJever was set up as R great high- 
pn.-
st npon earth, "vith carnd pomp and state, 
Ð,'u'r I he order and ßlanner of the pl'lf sts of this 
,vorld; nay, but by thenl he was, and is crucified, 
e\'t't) afl'esh, aud put to open shame; for is it not 
A. tsha1l1e, (even to the Christian name,) and a great 
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reproach, tInt such a
 pl'()ft'
8 to be anlbassador
 
for Christ unto the people, should now tleek to 
be òub'Jed up ill state, like some great IJeatlwB 
Prince or Nabob, and would in like manner be 
adore,1 abo\'e his brethren, even by his brethren? 
yea, even while be may affect a sort of mock hu- 
uulity. in the Inid:5t of all \hat state and ISvleu
 
duur. 
I say mock buolility, (because I must sp
ak a 
little plain,) seeing that he ne,'er rould ha\'e got 
up to such a seat, with the humility of Jesus, or 
his A postIes, though he Inight take a counterfeit 
humility along with him, and nlany other coun- 
terfeit graces, which the wise n)en in old Adam 
may esteem real and sterlin:5, and" l1e"er can see 
the difference, only by the light of the Lürd, 
which he commands to believe and walk in, eleo 
his light in the conscience, which, if taken hetAd 
unto, will agree with \
bat is written in the scrip- 
tLue
, aud will agree with the gracious words 
which proceedeth out of his mouth, who is the 
Prince and the Saviour, who alone granteth re- 
pentance and forgiveness of sins, (Acts v. 31.) 
aod he commands all to believe, and walk in the 
light, that ye Inay be the children of light, aud of 
the day, and hereby also are we warned to be- 
ware of rebelliug against the light, lest darI.;:uess 
oV
l'tàke us, even as Lf'fell such as rejf'ctetJ the 
Lol'() , when he walked amo ng men. (Jolin iii. 20. 
xii. 35 36) 
Chri
t is tbat light, and the day of God.s øalvatiop 
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to the ends of the earth; \\ ho saith, that he waf; 
come to send fire on the earth; and it was said, that 
" the ùay of the Lord should Imrn as an o\'en, and 
a1l the proud, anit all that do wickedly shall he 
as stubble, aud that day should burn them up, 
and leave them neither l'Oot nor branch;" and thus 
'would he baptize with the Holy Ghost and with 
fire, whose fan is in bis hand, and he will 
thoroughly purg'e his floor, (see ilIal. iv. JJlatt. iii. 
]2. Lukeiii.17. and xii. 49.) here then \\e may 
see that it is Christ alone who is the cre&.tor, alJd 
J
edeemer, who creates anew, Bnd redeems, and 
separates the precious fr'oln the \lile, 31HI sheweth 
that which pleasetb God, alJd that which pJeast-'th 
him not; yea, and separate.h that which is pure, 
tried as in the fire, and chosen as ill the furnace, 
fronl all counterfeit, 
 ea, from all that which is 
compared to drn
s, tin, or reprobate silver; in a 
word, it is Chri
l that doth all onr works in us 
and for us. 
Therefore, how (10th it behove us "to seek the 
Lord, if haply we Illay feel after him and fin.1 him, 
though he be nut far fl'OI11 e\ l'ry one of LIS, fo)' in 
J.im we live, move, aud have om' being," (Acts xvii. 
'27. 28.) howheit, the wi:se scribe, by an his re- 
searches, can never kBO\V this, though the babe 
know it right well, \'\ ho is redt:'emed f.'om the 
earth, to hea\'en, which is the way of holiness, 
which the vultures eye hath not seen, nor any 
ravenous Least trod therein 
 so that which is afler 
prey, or ra\'euous for pre-emineuce, cannot see, 
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nor belong to the .way of ho1ine
s, for Chri
t is 
the way; and he is lIot entered illto the holy places 
made with halld
, hut ilJto hea\ eu itself, (lIeh. 
ix. 24) 
And they that are Christ:s, seek the things 
that are ahove where he is, but they that seek the 
honour aud dignity wllich is according to the 
Ina
tery alld greatness of this world, callBot he- 
long to his kingdom, because snch mastery is Hot 
of the little child, IHlt of the ra\'elwns bea::;t of 
pn
y; what think ye? could a little child be 
telIlpt
d hy an offer, even of the whole worlrl, for 
to leave ith' parent, and take np wi!h a wild Lpê1
t? 
no mUI'e should a child of God be illflnced to 
forsake him, and goo afler t.he glory oflhis world; 
which is dalJg;erou
 for a Lelic\'{'I. to take up with, 
as it would be f()l' an iufant to take np with a \\ ild 
heast, (or as it WéiS for A d am, to take np with 
the serpent, who was more su1Jt]e than all the 
heasts uf 1 he fif'ld,) fur the trie;:r:.dlip of t.he world 
is enmity with Uo<l. 
13nt thf>Y that walk in lhf> 1i;!llt as Chl'j
t ('0111- 
lIIal:ds, become children uf the light, (JoInt xii. ;)(j.) 
and suc'h see the ravenous beast, <ltld know 
Jjim Ly his l'a\eUOHS fruit:s, that he is inwardly of 
a ra\enOIlS nalllff>, aftP"llIa
teI'Y aud pr
-emÏiwllce, 
which the \\ hole world CHunnt see as it n:>
.dly i
, 
unless the sfJil'it of trllth shew jt them; alld e\'en 
thon
h they II1igh1 sa}' they Sf>f', )et 
hOl:ld nol 
know tliat it is a de\ ourer, because all is ill lhe 

atlJe nature, until he that made lUalJ chau3e 
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the hpart and afft'ctions, and then the least child 
so ehall;.red, 
honld ha\e no life in beiug' preferred 
above otlwr
; ",hid) wonld be a cruel hondage to 
him, who through the ht\v of Christ, is dead to 
the world, beillg in the lite of him, who saith, one is 
your master even Ch..i
t, and all ye are brethren. 
Aud sueh òare not make light of the heavenly 
example \\ hil'h their Lord aud l\Ia!Ster Jeft to the 
world, ill that adurahle Ion>, wherein he walked 
Amongst men, gPÌlIg a"ont doing good, and they 
that witlless a mea:-:ure of the life and 
pirituality of 
his doc-triue aud kingdom in themsehes, cannot, 
nor dare, 1101, set at nunght the lwa\'euly example 
of simpli('ity and self- denial which he shewt-'d 
forth, in order to be spread before the fa('e of all 
people, which al
o his Apostles dispersed ahroad, 
tllrough nations f.u anti wide; yet not by tile 
l))igltty strellgth, \\'isdom, nor learuing of man, 
ueitller hy tlae suLtle contrivance of great C'ourtly 
councils 01" synod!"=. tlOI' through the fa\'onr of 
prillces, but by the 
pirit nf the Lord of Hosts, even 
in the face of all those 
reat things; the foolish and 
weak things which the Lord dlOse (f0f to malJifest 
bi
 powel'), coufonnded the wi
e aud the mighty, 
with all theil' great tenlp1e and high-priests wherein 
they trtl
ted; aud they did confol1l1d them all, 
aud 'made a 
hew of them openly, triumphing 
o\'er them an through the power of the cro
s of 
Chri
t; the Latub with his followers had the 
victory through dcr.th; and in all that mighty 
tOllOict, who will ddr
 to sa)". that e\"en oue failh
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fnl fi,llower or thf' l.
lHh, e\'er applied to the great 
m
n uf the world ftïr theil" interp
t, to gt't p.'0ll10h d 
to exalted 
taf1fms in the Church, or to 
reat 
ef'S, 
Jh"ings, or hent,}fices, 
s .hey are now called? 
or v. ho woulrt sa)', that If snch A'I'f'at re\'erHWS 
should have been oítèled them, that they wonltl, or 
could, 01' dare acc"ppt of such things, tl:ongh they 
had little of their own, being most1)1 of the Llbollriilg 
class, and of small account iu the world"s e
tf'em ? 
It may then be queried, how it came to pa
s, 
that snch a great change should take place in the 
Chrh..tian wOI,ld ? 
Amnver,-Just as was foretol.) hy the ApnsfJf3S, 
who saw, even ill their days, Ih31 the ml
tery ofiui- 
qnity \Vas thell at. work, to stop the spreading of the 
glorious message of ;Iad tidill
s; for Satan, seeing 
his kill
dom shaken, and olaservin
 that he last 
the. fit..ld in e\f
ry encounter, heillg foilerl even by 
such a
 through d
a
 h, gained the vjrtory o\'el" 
Bin ami the de" ii, he hetakes himself to a tlJore 
fatal warfare than open oppo
jtion, which was, to 
tur,n profp

or, al\(") so Iwcame tralJ!':formNJ a'\ 
n 
angel of li
hr, and his ministers, a
 the lninis
ers 
of l'ighte()usJw
S; (2 Cor, xi. 13. 14 15) ar.J 80 
\Vrf)lI
ht, as Paul saith, h)' f.,lse Apostlf'
, "pcritflll 
wurkers, rioting ahout ql1f'
tiOIIS élnd 
trif
s of 
wnr<1
, rl
stillJte of thp truth; 8npp(,
iug, that 

,iu 
is goùliuess; (see 1st Tim.) allfi John rPHliHrled 
the hetie\'f-'r!il, how tht'} hart JU"1en told, t hat A uti. 
christ should comp, and 
aith, that e\'f'11 rhpf1, 
many of them wpre already cOlue; and 
ait.b-, . 
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1hat Diotn"pltf\s, ,,, ho )o\'eth to hat:e tJ.p ]JJ'e- 
(c>mint'flcP I'f'('ei\eò him Hot (i JoInt ii. 18. iii. Joli1l 
n,) allli PPier :salOl" thl"\)ltgh ('OvptOIl
Hf'::O;S 
hatl 
thpy with f(-'ig!led words Ihake Illcre!Jalidize uf 
)'0" ; and that many sllt)lll.. fullow their pernicious 
wa
ls, hy reason of wholll the way of trutb shall he 
e\'il 
pokpn of (ii Pele}" ii.:2 :3); allò what gl.eatf'r 
rea
oll cr.ulrl he gi '-en for the way of truth to he 
(
vil 
pokelJ of, thaI! to Sf't up a great IJigh pl'iest- 
110;)() to get money h)' it, like the heathen, aud 
everi l.etairailJ.
 some of the Jewish and h(-'a- 
th(,lIi
h superstitions aud traditions as maUpl's of 

ospel faith and practice, which they caJled 
Chl'i
tian ordinallces? 
Bllt yet I am well aware, that the predictions 
and warnings of the Apostles, applied to the 
churches, far more extellsi\'ely thall that which 
fell ullder the dominion of the Romall EmpErors; 
seein
 that those prophetic dedaratiows might 
eqnaJly apply to other parts of the world, even 
to the Greek or Asiatic church, &c. which set up 
their own Ileatls also; and bl'ollg-ht the people 
into bOll{la
e to 
nch as I()\ed to have the pre- 
eminenee, sa)ing that they ollly were rif
ht, aud 
all others wrong, in matteI's of Cbristiau faith, a! 
t Iwy called it, mnch of which was feig-ned 
throng-It their IlJaIlY Íincntjons, who (as Peter 
saith) throll
:h co\;etou
l!e
s \\ it Ii feigut:'d \, on]s 
ll1ade merchandize of the people; and such as 
-Paul 
aith, teach thiugs ",lli< b they ought 1I0t, fOl" 
filthy lucre sake; who Ly g'ood words aud fair 
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peeches deceive the hearts of the simp1e, (Rom. 
xvi. 18. Phil. iii. 19. Titus i. 11.) and pera(hen. 
ture, such ways were practised, even for ends of 

tate policy, hy sllch as Jude saith, have nlen's 
persons in admiration because of advantage. 
And yet although, (as I said before,) there were 
other nations beside what appertained to the 
great Roman empire, to which these things might 
be abundantly applicable; yet it was too evident, 
that in many amongst them likpwise, the Rame 
))rophpcies were verifipd alld fulfilled; yea, it 
would seem that th
y mi
ht be ranked among 
the foremost, which run greedily into great 
\\Iorldly pomp and parade, like the heathen; 
and when that empit'e made a general profession 
of the Christian religion, in process of time, they 
began in many rpspect
, to intermix the disciplille 
of the churf'h with the policy of the state, whirh 
might he even worse than hnman policy; having 
not only taken up with the wisdom of this world, 
(which is foolishness wilh God,) but had even long 
waUowerl in great weahb, ease, and luxnry, and 
when snch took the reins, and claimed to theln- 
selves exclusl\<ely, the knowledge and sol
 order- 
ing of the things of God, what then was to be 
expected from such a state of things? sa;P'y 
worse, (if worse could have been,) than even 
what followed amongst them, had it not been, 
that the Lord presel'\'ed a sped for himself, eVf1n 
all along, which the wisdom of this world, and 
those great oues did not know; like as John 
E E 
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foresaw ill tbe revelations, of the Church filing 
into the wilderness, descripth e of a hiùden and 
solitary slate, there to bewail the captivity and 
desolation, which the empire, and dominion of the 
world was gainiug over the truth as it is in Jesus; 
but they could not touch the truth itself, though 
they might shut it out from themselves, and by 
their works, withstand the setting up of Christ's 
kingdoo1 in the souls of men, accorùing to the 
new gospel covenant; and so they even withstood 
the word of faith which the apostles preached, the 
law written in the heart, Christ within, the hope 
of glory, whose grace teacheth what to do, and 
what to leave undone, and so Lringeth unto hitn 
that redeems from all iniquity, and purifieth unto 
himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 
(Jeremiah xxxi, 31. Heb. viii. 13. xii. 24. Titus ii. 
12. 14. Rom. x. 6. 8.) 
But they withstood the spreading of the gos- 
pel, who walked not in the light of the Lord, 
"hich 
earchelh the inward parts, which is also 
called the caudle of tile Lord; and so the candle 
of the wicked is pnt out; and if tlje light that is 
in us become darkness, how great is that (lark- 
ness: and su they, who turued from the light and 
grace in themselves, could lIot believe in the 
fulness and efficacy thereof; and tlwrefore, they 
betook themselves to set up divers lifeless inven- 
tions, irnitaLions, and empty shaùows, for the 
people to ob8erve, and take up a rest in; and 
because they knew not the substance in the 111- 
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elv
s, their work was to withstand it in others, 
though they knew not what they did; for the 
wi
dum of the princes of this world, as such, 
could never know it, (1. C01". ii. 6,8) and although 
that seed, or remnant, which the Lord reserved unto 
himselt: could do no more for them, than mourn 
over, pray for, and reprove them, as way ll}ight 
open; yet even in that bidden forlorn condition, 
as a capth'e, yet free in the Lord, and although 
the world spoke all manner of evil against such, 
it was stronger than all the combined powers of 
darkness, while the Father was near to sus.. 
tail) it. 
And now, while I thus write, I should be far, 
very far, frolD taking any thing away from those 
great ones which is their due, though I know of 
nothing which can be honestly attributed to them; 
yet, if it be said, that there is something due to 
them, for extending even the name of Christianity 
dowu to posterity, even although by their works 
they withstand the power and efficacy thereof, 
I 
hollld be glad to allow thenl all that, if it 
be their due; but there will still remain a doubt, 
whether they can claim even so much; as it is 
more than probable, that the very name and pro- 
fession of Christianity, should have beeu more 
extended, and abundantly more hOHourable(accor- 
ding to the true honom. which is of God), if they 
had kept thei.. places, and learned of Christ, not to 
prt'tend to a knowledge and dominion, which God 
hath for ever, placed out of the reach of the wis- 
donl and greatness of this worl(], as such; and 
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moreovel' t11is only hring
 to mind, a n10re sf'rioos- 
Jy dreadful reflection of what may stiU lie at their 
door, and that is, whether it may 1I0t be much 
barder, to diseutallgle the Christian re1igion, from 
the grievous burthen of tradition and supersti- 
tion, which (rolll time to time they have 
bound upon it, (teuding sadly to corrupt fl'om the 
simplicity which is in Clu'ist) thaÌl it would be to 
convt:rt the heathen? but that I must now leave, 
as it Inight take votumes to point it out in all 
its bearings. 


. 


And this brings me to the main suhject which 
I aimerl at in writing these remarks; so that all 
that is gone hefore, 8eems ouly like a preface, to 
set the following considerations in order; and 
as I desire to be flilly ullderstood, it seemed 
needful in the first place, to refer to the ground 
and cause of lho
e thiugs which I may U10re 
dose])' touch upon, as concerus onr present and 
future felieil
'; aud although I ha\e Lut feebly 
referred to such grounds aud causes, yet that 
seems Lut tittle matter, as the intelligent reader 
may supply lhat defect; my design being no 
DlOre, than simply to stir tip the miu,f to a pro- 
fitable cOllsideration of these things, althuugh I 
kuow that the \\'ise scribe, and the self 
ecure 
professor, would scoff at, aud deride it altogether; 
but 1 8hould cheerfully bear their scol'n and de- 
rision, (heillg pl'epared to expect that and more,) 
for the sake of the simple-hearted, though it be 
but a solitary individual, to whose conscience 1 
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COtllmend thf'se thil1
8 ill the !oiÎJ.!,ht of God; not 
to the cUlIuilJg crafty wi
d om, wlaieh may he 
wise in its OWl) concpit, hut 111110 thCit ill every 
oue, which can Sf'e, feel, taste, and handle, though 
never so slIIall a measure of the word of life, 
which is of God, 80 as to he alJle to say for them- 
set ves, to the prai
e of his grace, " the life W
g 
manifested autl we ha \'e 
.,een it," and although 
that which is gone Lefort>, is lIIuch longer than I 
first designed, yet I shall endeavour to make what 
follows \'ery short; ha\'illg" no view to offer any 
thing that may appeiH either systematic, or precise, 
but jn
t pnrp()
e to t :1ro\\' a few. plain simple re- 
marks togetht'r as they occur, \\ ililOut much view 
to arrangement 01' connectiolJ; my aim hert-'iu 
beiug neither to pro\ e, nor to teach, seeing that 
he who will not thillk for himself, caunot be help- 
ed, hut must lie ill tll(' ditd1; tlapreforp, I ollly dt'- 
1Sire to exeite to a seriuus cousideration or thuse 
thiug's, re
pectill
 \\ hich it '}phon's each of U
 to he 
jn gOlul earue!o't, seeill
 tltat we kilo\\' not how 
oon 
time to LIS lHay he 110 long-pr. whf'1I we 
haH have 
to gi\'e au account of the dt-'eds done ill tht> hod
', 
which aceollnt is of IHJ less monwllt, thall that 
which concerns a fearful bOllda
 e, or a gloriou
 
liut-'rty for {>\ ("rmore. 
If}'e wuuld elllf"'r illto lift
, kppp the ('0111111(\11(1- 
mPlJts, which is, tllat )'e twlip\ e 011 the So:!, allll 
. }Ie that halh the St)/), hall, life; but if we tI 0 not 
keep IIU' coml11aUOmellts, alld so have uot the SOli, 
and know him 110t Lln
o life, hut lie in the death, 
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upon which the wrath of God rf'steth; ob then! it 
wilillot st'rve n.
 f'.1r tu 
ay, " that the serpent. Le- 
t;niled or (tpceiH'd me;' neitlwr '\\ ill it ÒO, for to 
say, " that 1 relied upoa others, who ha\'e per- 
suadeú me, that forms and shadows (and the like) 
"ere 
afe to take up rest. in ; and thf'
f' who should 
have known better tha!l my
e!r, h
He f1ecei\'eù HJP, 
and ('au
èd me to rest ill a furm, which 1 did 
the more tsCcl1reJy, Itecanse I !o:aw others do the 
same, and tlsen:.fore 1 \Vas afraid to strive to 
enter ill at the strait gates "heré the lite and 
substance is, h
I'ause tew I sa w th..lt fOUlld it ;" 
alas! pO,or soul, i} 110t that the fear of man, which 
lH'iilgeth a snare? aut! may it nut he called cruel 
boud.tge inde
d? - 
'fhe sum tlJcn of that whic.h I would remiud 
all (whù talk of emancipatiou) to cousidPI', is, 
that the true freedom of spirit which the Lord 
gives, is to be {i{'sired before all earthly liLerty; 
Hot that. 1 mean thereby, ill alJY wist', to make 
light of tl'mporal fl'f'('doBl, but, iuasnHlch as true 
freedülU of 
pil'it, is the t.:hoiee:
t 01 all t.le8
;jllg
, 
(w I.idl n 1:-'0 may he H-':.;arded as the parent of 
true tpmpor:d frePtlolU,) therefore it has a t \\'ofdld, 
)'ea, a tenfuld ciaim UpOll onl' Erst (,oB
itleratioll ; 
J IUf.au then sill] pi y, tll" t ! ibert)', which uo man 
can give, but Christ. almIt', \\'iw:oie gracious iu\'i. 
tal iOIl is, " come uuto III!", all ) (
 t.hat l<1tJol1r, awl 
an" ;wa\'y ladelJ, ö:Hld I,
 ili gi\ f' )'on rest: take 
tHY 
 ok<:: "pOll 
 OH, aud leanl vf me; fur I am 
week Hod low!)' cf 
:l':trt; 
:laJ)'C' shall !ind r
st 
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unto YOU1' son Is, for my yoke i
 ea
y, and my 
burthen is li
ht:' (Jfattltew xi. 28 
9 30) 
Nt)w 
eeiB
, in the Hrst place, that the Lord 
8aith, " come UlltO H1P," would it not be lhe sorest 
of al1 bOlJdage, to IJ:1\"e hounds m. limits set up 
against our coming unto him, though it 
h(\uld be 
only a bondage to the f
ar of man? aud how 
much more dangel.ous still, is that bondage, 
,"'llich men desire for themseh.es, becam;e they feel 
not the weight and burthen thereof, whose COIl- 
science is not awakened to the danger of resting 
in a form of godliness without the power thereof, 
who have not the true hunger and thirst after the 
living water aud tl.e Lrcaù which Chri
t giveth, 
that cometh down from God, ont of heaven, which 
nOl1rishel h np the 80u1 unto t'ternal life? (John vi ) 
but they that do lIot so li"e uuto him, not Leing 
dead \\ ilh Christ unto the rudiments of the 
world, (Col. ii. 20.) Lhey desire to he in bonHage 
tlwrennto, because that is congeuial to the carl1al 
mind and will of man. . 
L
ke Huto tlIP Galatians, whom tIle Apostle". np- 
braids (t-'vell after- they had klJown God), he saith, 
u how turn )'e again to t.he weak ::md Le
garly 
eIf'ments \\' hel'enuto ye desire ag-aiu to he in 
hO
Hl a
e ?" aud saith, that he was afraid that la- 
b01l1' was he
towetJ npon them in vain, seeing how 
tlwy turned again into ontwar'c} things, such as 
the obser\'atlce of days ánd times, &c. c\'cu like 
as if they had hecn still nnder the ia',", so ttat he 

aitb, " oh foolish Galatians! who Lath I.wwitdu:d 
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yon?" &c. cc are ye 
o foolish? ha\'ing beg-nn ill 
the 
pirit, are ye IJOW made perfect by the flesh? 
hrl\ e ) e sufrt'.'ed so lHauy thin
s in vain?" aud 
even saith that" whoso
ver of yon are justified 
by the law, le are fallen from grace: (for we 
through the spirit wait for the hope of right- 
eousness by faith) ;" and they that fall from grace, 
fall from Christ, an
1 such come not unto him, 
(though they profe!i's never so high,) but woulcl 
be justified in outside thilJ
's, aud e\'en de
ire to 
be in bOlHJa
e thereunto. (See Gal. iii. 1. 3. 4. iv. 9. 
10. 11. v. 4. 5,) 
If any :should ohject, that the Hpo
tle was then 
speaking of the law," which we would by 110 
l)Jeans rest ill, althoug'h we re
t in our own out- 
ward thing
, which. are Christian rndirnéuts, and 
OJ'dinances." 
Answer-that would ollly makf' the case still 
wor
e, (if \Vorse cOllI d hp,) hecansp then it, would 
neither Le law 1101' gospel; for lhe 
'o
pel is the 
ministration oflhe spirit, and lIot all ollh'l:ani, car- 
nal thing-, Cii. Cor. iii. ü. 8. 17 &c,) allrl therefore, 
if a thing he outw
r<1 awl carllal, alHI not of the 
law, what then can it b{3, 8e
1IIA' tllat it can nut 
be of the gospel. whï..h is ilJwanl and spiritual? 
0111st it not thell he of IHJ1Jlall iU'f'lItinn, of ,\'hich 
we are eh
rged to h(-'ware? (Coil ii 8,) and the 
believer is cOlllmalHied to Jive, aHa walk in the 
spirit, out of which should grow all the f..llits of 
rjO'hteouslless, snch should lIot fulfil the lll:oòt of 
.., 
tbe flesh; and Jet us 1l1iud ho \V the scripture 
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'warns us to "bewaa'e lest any man spoil you 
throu
h philosophy aud vail) dee-eit, after the 
traditiou of men, after the ruJiments uf the world 
and not after Christ," &c, and afte.' reasoning 
upon the magnitude of the subject, he saith. 
" wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the 
rudiments of the world, \Vh
', as though living in 
the world, are ye subject to ordinances, (touch 
not, taste not, handle uut, which an are to perish 
with the nsiug;) after the cornuHwd ments and 
doctrines of men? which things have indeed a 
show of wisdom in will-worship," &c. (Col. ii. 8. 
20. 21. 2:t 23.) 
And seeing that many parts of the New Testa- 
ment correspond with the above, and that the whole 
buok, from Matthew to Revelations, testifies, that 
the gospel is of the grace of God, even a glorious 
flee di
pensation of light life and power, wherein 
God would teach his people hirnself, even as it 
is written, that they should he aU taught of 
Cod, that he would put his law, e\'eu his holy 
Spirit within them, wherehy they might see their 
sills, and theil' Saviour, who would c1eanhe the 
insiùe, and the outside should therehy be clean 
also; agreeably to scripture propheci
s in the 
Old 1'e
tameHt, respecting- the new covenant, 
\\ hiel. God would make, with his people (through 
Christ,) iu the last, or gospel days, wherein he 
would pour forth of his spirit upon them, and 
tht'y ðhouJd proplJecy; and elen upon sen'ants 
and handmaids, that all should know him froll1 
F F 
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tbe least of them unto the gri"'atest, and so forgive 
their iniquities, and remembt'r their sins no moa'e; 
(Jeremiah, xx xi, 31. IIchre
's, viii. 8 to 13. J oet, ii. 
Acts, ii ) ; yea, that he \\ ould be with them to the 
end of the world. 
And having' fulfilled and abolished the Jaw of 
carnal onfiuance5:, he would also confouud the 
'wisdom of th
 wise
 and bring to nothing the 
tluderstandillg of the pruùent ones of this world; 
yea, that he would cause the wisdom of their wise 
ones to perish, that so the Lord might be unto hiG 
peoplp, their \\,isr)oOl and righteousness, their sanc- 
tification and redemption, and that his way should 
he a way of holiness, and so plain, that the way- 
faring man, though a fool, should Bot err therein. 
(Isaialt, xxix. Isaialt, xxxv. i, Cor. i.) These 

.\I'e great and precious promises; and, blessf'd for 
'e\'er be the ever adoraLle name of Jehovah, a 
rpmnant, (e\'en at this day,) can set to tlu'ir seal, 
that he is not l"ìlar
k concerning his promise, hut 
can say, (be('au
e the
' 
ee, fee), taste and handle,) 
that all may know him from the least uuto the 
greatest, if they were hilt obedient to the teach- 
ings of his grace and belie\7e therein. 


---- 
 
 


And now, seeing that such heavenly "l
ssingø 
are not only laid up in store for the belit'"pl", but 
we are called to come and pal1ake of all 
piritnal 
I}lessings in the heavenly phces in Chri!-:t Jesus, 
(heyoud the power of tong-ue or pen to set forth,) 
) sar, seeing that it is even so, would it not be 

 iure aud grievous bondage, to be withheld or 


\ 
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ebt\rre(l from corning boldly unto the throne of 
grace, that we migllt ohtain nlercy and filHI grace 
to help in time of need? allrl \\'ou1d it not be 
unspeakable bondage, to be houud lip to apply 
unto man, fJr that which is to be had immedialely 
f.'om God himself? and would not the case he still 
mOl'e deplorable, if the men to whom we were bound 
to apply, should persuade us, that sl1ch precious 
promises were only in store fur themselves, or for 
men of their order, to dispense such portiun 
thereof unto others, as the}' m:a.y tlliuk fit? aue} 
would it lIot be still worse, to be persuaded, nlJt 
to believe that those good things were ,"ithill our 
reach, which the Lord hath in store for all, from 
the least uoto the greatest? and so to Le per- 
suaded, that although Christ (lied, and is risen, 
and is at the right hand of God, for to gi\t
 re- 
peutallre and fOl'gi\'cness of 8iu
, and yet for W
 
to bt>lieve that he will not gTaut it, neithel' give 
the ,'ictory o\'er sill, death, hell and the gra ve, 

o long as we live, only as we employ or allow 
others to perform some enchantment in our fa vour, 
which some say mnst be done, 01' it will go ill 
with us at the last, even though we read, that we 
are complete ill CI}I"i
t. (Coll xxiii, 10.) 
\Ve are pl;,ill
Y adllloni
hetl aud ilifurIue,f, how 
we may be perfect and entire, \\Tauling uUlhiug; 
even by abiding ill the patience of Chri
t for the 
trial of our faith; and if any lack wisdom, let 
him ask of Goel, that giveth to all men liberally, 
and upbraideth Hot; and it dhall be gi\ ell him. 
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(James, i) So there we may see the f."ee portion 
of the belIe\ er, and the lot of his iuheritance; 
but who can call it a free gift, while he is so 
afraid to come into the full possession of it, as to 
fear and ouey man rather than God? )"ea, to fear 
Inen, who may persnaòe us that we are no! com- 
plete in Christ without them, \\ ho look for their 
gain from their quarter, and tell us, "tllat instead 
of wanliug nothing, we should receive nothing 
direct from God himself; who, instead of giving 
liberaIlJ', would give nothing, only as men may 
choose to di
pensê it Cllto us for the sake of gain." 
'V oll
d not that he grievous and sore bond- 
age indeed; yea, e\'èn worse than the Jews under 
the 1<<\.;, while sUbject to a ùispensation of t}'pes 
and figures? which even the Jews themselves 
looked forward that they should be fulfilled by 
the coming of the r1Jessia
, (the st]Lstance of all 
figuI'es;) so 
he:' looked, that snch a state should 
draw to a:1 end; alld moreover, tlH-'} had pro- 
phets "'hieh t
IC r
Oi d raised up amongst thf'Jll 
by his spi:-it, to 
'I hom they often gave heed; and 
Mose
 told ,-h
m, that the word was very ni;,{h in 
the hemt and mouth; aud JeslIs told the Jews, 
that l\j ttS{'S ,';,-rote of him; but they could not 
read l\'Jo
es ",hile their e}'es were blinded by the 
god of this worlll; and therefore they would 
not receive the l
urd wheu he came unto them, 
(whose heart was far from him,) they t,cing in 
bondage to the tradition of men, whereby they 
rejecled the comruaudUleut of God, makiug his 


. 
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word of none effect through their tradition. 
(JIatthelC, xv. 6 lJIark, vii. 9-] 3.) 
I am well aware that these remarks may be too 
applicahle to difièrelJt societies of people, at this 
day, and therefore should be \'ery far from s
y- 
iug-, that they do not apply to others beside 
those I now address; but Le1ie\'e, that 1Il311Y 
amongst them \'\'ho 
peak mnch of emancipa
ioll, 
still de
ire to be in Loudag'e of a more serious na- 
ture than even that whereof they complaill, who 
desire to he in honda
e uuder' the elell1f'nts and 
rudiments of the world, even to the command- 
ments and tr'adition of men. 
\V ould it not he a serious (JOwl a
e illdeed, to 
he Lrol1
ht mulet' the dominion of that 
ame wis- 
dom, policy, and fear of mall. \\ hich cansed 
the Jews to reject the Saviour, when he ('Hltle 
(into them, even while they \\'f:'re \\ ail in!! for him? 
who for want of the true fear of God, "ere 
bronght into boudnge to the fea.' HUrl 
 i
dom of 
man, and had got so cOllfidellt of their law, ordi- 
nance
, priests, and It-'llIple, tlwt tlwy could lIot 
bear to be told of any t},iug: IW)'fHld them, \\ hile 
they cI
imed, that tlwy Ilcld tlwir dial ter imme- 
diately from God himself, (n ho spüke it unto 
Moses) and that they them
eh'e8 \\ ere Abr
dram's 
seed, aud IIC\'el" in houdage to allY nIHil; alld 
therefure, thought it hlasphemy, and here!'y, for to 
insist upon allY thing higher; so that it was a 
great offence to tlleHl to 
ay " tltat thcJ :should he 
set free," who an
'" ered with derision autl COll- 
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t
mpt, saying, " we he Ahraham's sef'd, anrl "
re 
neH:r in boud3ge tu a!IY man; how s3yesl thOll, 
ye shall he made free? Jesus allswerf'd them, 
verily, veril
', I 
ay nnto yon, \'\ hosoever cotn- 
ß}itteth sin, i
 the servaut of silt, hut if the Son 
shall make yon frep, ye shall I,e free indeefl;' 
(.Jolnt \ iii,) the)' would still ans\Ver, that Abraham iø 
om" father; cmd so wpuld hna
t of tht'ir hf'1l1g Ahra- 
ham's seed, and could conllt their gPIU'alogit.s, alld 
boast of their succession; and could read, th,
t in 
Abraham's seed all natiolls were hlessecl: but 
John told them, that God was 3hlf', of tile 8tnll
'S, 
to rai
e, lip seeù l1lJto Ahraham; but they would 
build tlaem
t'lves np by recounting, that the true 
8urce
sion had 1'1111 \\ ith t he III from the creatÍ
]Il 
of the worlel, all.! from thellce cuudnderl, that 
thf'Y were lIot OI.ly the olce:,t, hut the Huly chm
en 
people of God. thf>ref()l'e tlH
Ír 8peeeh was stuut 
against him, hecallFe t hf')' df.
ired to he ill bon- 
rlage to the works of the la '.\, \'\ hieh cOIlI\1 lIot 
set them free from silJ; but Dot kuowillg the load 
thereof to be grie\'ou:'Ò, lIt:'itiwr being Wl'al'Y there- 
wi
 It, and so, as tl
,-")7 dpsired to hé.l\'e their lu
ts 

pan"d, 80 they df'
irf:.d to he in lJoluJnge uuto 
cerpn:olJÍf'
, and unto I hp t'lf'Hlf'nts of 1IIf'1I, whieh 
could (1P\'er take aw
y 
in
, nor renew unto 
tbe righteollsness of the faith of Ahraham, 
Aut! moreo\'cr, tIH"Y \"pre 2fraid to look be- 
,'oud restin u . in tbe CCJ'f'IHoIIÍes of the law; 
. :-. 
becé"lU::5e (
S I ohsf'rvf'd 1)(.[01'(") they, heillg ill bon- 
dage tObin, that brought them uudel' bOIl(1age 
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unto the fear of man, for want (,(.1 e true fear hf 
the Lord, arHI so they became a pr9Y to tl.eir 
CO\ etol1s priests, and to the wisdom of the:r wise 
sr.rih.:)s, who \\"
lIIJ exrlai:n (whe:l the "Ies
ed 
Sa\ iour hroll
ht the o !Iè_' I" of sa1 \'ation to their 
ÙOOT), ,. hath aay of the fillers Ot" of the Phari. 
sees helie\'ed on him? hut this people who know- 
et l . not the law are cur
ed," (JoInt "ii. 48. 49.) 
and thus the pO Of Jews, were cheated of the 
kuowled
p of the lung looked for l\1c-ssia
, even 
by their co\'etons prie
ts, and wise !':('rihe
, wllOse 
ßlind the wisdom, and tbe god of this world had 
blilHterl. 
But how very different did it fare with snch (even 
among the Jews), as looked for redemption in 
Jerusalem; who had felt the grievous load of sin, 
aud lahour
d to get a release therefrnIH,-who had 
found the priests to be aU physidatls of no \'alue ? 
(e""en though that prie
thood hacl been ordained 
of the Lord, until Chri:st should come to fulfil, 
811ft put an end thereunto, by the bringing in of 
a Iwtter h
W
;) hat they that I(Joked fOf redemp- 
tion in I-;rael, then or now, cannot rest in any 
crf'att:'o thiug' (("'\'en thongh it should he as solpmn 
as the l<lw, wlJif;h was onlaiu{'d of God himself), 
nothing wi11 eH)r do for to heal the \\'ol1lJded 
consdellC'f'SOlliHlly, or deliver from the grievous 
load, and lHII'then of sin, but Chl'i
t alone, by 
whom the world was made; even be that opens 
tlJe eye to see what sin, and deceit is, he alone 
it is, who can open the e
'e that can see the Sa- 
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1'iom'; and such as spe him that way, can say, 
" ('t)lIlP and Ree him that told me all thinO"s that 
o 
e\'er I (iid, is not this the Clu'ist ?" 
Such call reef-'i \'e him \\' hom the wise scribe 
cloth Bot know, though he ma.y range through his 
eadless genealogies, aud yet see no fnrther, bping 
taken in his own (,I'aftiuf'ss, anel tall
led in his 
OWII weh. wherein Ctlso (if he could), he would 
entau{.;le all that cOllie in his way; for he doth not 
ktlow, (wil h a II his wisdom,) how weak his weh 
is, thong'h all that stand upon solid ground, may 
see it to he li
ht as vanity, and rotten as dilt, even 
as 
aitll the LJiud man, (whose eyps Jesus had 
opened,) " why hereill is a mal'vellous thing, that 
Yf' kilo\\' lIot whenee he is, and yet he hath opened 
otille e)'f's; was it evel' heard, sillce the wodd 
Itegall, that men opened the eyes of one who was 
horn Llilld ?" amI Iw tole1 tlrem, and tf'lIs us an, how 
(lod is to Le klJowu, \\. ho "heareth not sinners_ 
hut if any Il)an bp a wor
hipper of God, and doth 
]jis wil1, him lie heareth;" mind that, (if any mau,) 
110t if such aurl stich men, or orders of men, but 
if any man he a worsl:ippPI' of God, and doth 
Jlis will, \\ ho saith, that his will is, that neither 
at ollt\rCtrrl Jerusalem, HOI' yet at any other high 
pla('e, hut in the 
pÍl.it and in truth, shall such 
won.:hip tilt' l:;'atl)('l', who do his will ill time to 
come; e\cu so saith the Son. "hom the \'oice 
from hea\t-'u COflHl1
HHleth ns to hear, 
Awl HOW, after all, it we should be so far iu 
boudage to the precepts aud fear of man, as to be 
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afraid to hear him' that speaketh from heaven; 
because it should not correspond with that which 
the wisdom and will of man had prescribed in 
days of 01<1, though partly for gain, or peradfell- 
tUl'e for some state policy, which might hat'e 
choserJ to accommodate its usage to tbe general cus- 
toms of the people? a
l(1 if slIch things, (being 
corrupt in the formation,) should be thought, not 
only venerable with age, Lut e\'en sacred on 
account of tnany ages, and if the people should 
be brought into bondage thereunto, how great is 
that bondage? may we not say, how fearful, if 
it be such as should provoke the Lord to jealousy, 
by the works of men's hauds, or the imagination 
of the heart? 
'Vould not that be worse, and far ITIOre inexcu- 
sable than the Jews, who could not hear, nor 
receive Christ, because of their determined attach- 
ment unto old usages, and to the ceremonies of 
the law, in which they were not only deeply root- 
ed by custom and education, but held it venerable 
and sacred, for the antiquity thereof, aud the many 
shocks which it had sustained? through all of 
which it was marvellnusly presen'ed, as by a 
peculiar hand of providence; but above all, that 
it was agreecl upon all 8ides, lhat the law was 
of divine institution, appoiutment, and authority; 
and therefore, they could not Lear to ba\'e it 
changecl, though they had loaded it with their 
OWl) traditions, whereunto also they desired to 
be in bondage, (as the carnalmiud would always 
G G 
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rather have an uneasy conscience amused by tbe 
performance of bodily exercise, than to be tho- 
roughly awakened to a sense of how luuch they 
needed the mediator of a better covenant,) and 
while they were secure in the midst of their sins, 
they believed that their priests could do the need- 
ful for them, if more was ueeded. 
And thus we may see, that there was great 
allowance to be 'Dade for the Jews; yea, and 
great allowauce, and forbearance was shewn them, 
by Him, who knew the frailty of man, shewing 
adorable compass
on, even until he wept over 
them; yea, and with the hand stretched forth, 
even with many miracles, and wonderful work
, 
wrought amongst them, during that day of hea- 
venly visitation; but the unalterable purpose of 
hea\'ell would not be changed for their sake, 
t110ugh they were the seed of Abraham, accurding 
to the flesh, yet if they rejecterl his fõ;pirit, and 
had not a measnre thereof, all availed them 
nothing, for the Lord would ha\'e no dearl thing, 
and they would not forsake their dead works, to 
serve the living God, who would have gathered 
them into life and peace, from all th
ir dead works, 
but they would not. 
And doth not their sad and deplorable case, 
speak loud as a solemn warning to all? and I 
desit'e for myself, that I may be instrncted there- 
by, for surely, tl10se records, which we may find 
r
peated, in Matthew, lUark, Luke, and John. 
were Dot barely designed as a history of such 
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nlarvellous events, merely for the information of a 
few ecclesiastics; or even as a general account of 
such unparalel1ed occurrences; but, as they set 
forth, the power, justice, and nlercy of God, do 
they not stand as an awful warning and admoni- 
tion, even unto the ends of the earth? and seeing 
that their case was doleful, how should we escape, 
and shall we not be inexcusable, if we be found 
any ways following their steps, seeing that we 
are left without excuse-inasmuch, as we ha \'e 
not ouly their example as a warning and admo- 
nition, that we fall not after the same example of 
unbelief? but we also profess to believe in Christ, 
who submitted to the law, fulfilled it, and is the 
end thereof, for rightpousnef':s, unto the belie\'e..; 
yea, and blotting out the hand. writing of the 
ordiuances thereof, which was against us, and 
contrary to us, aud took it out of the way, nailing 
it to his c:-oss. (Col. ii. J 4.) 
Aud we may see how he reasoned with them 
that believed, and with them who believed not; 
yea, in marvellous condescension, to shew them, 
and us, and all, that they were carnal, and in 
bondage to many things which could not profit; 
and that he wanted only one thing, which should 
do all for us; yea, more than we could a
k or 
think; and that is to believe on him" anù so walk 
in the spirit, teaching, even hy many similitudes 
and parables, to illustrate that one great object 
of eternal salvation, which is hin1
elf; fur he 
was all, who saith, tll
t God is a spilit, aud I 
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om the door, the way, the light, the life, the viue, 
the bread, the water, &c. and so he shews, tbat 
he is one and all unto the believer, who
e soul 
is athirst for the living, and eternal substance. 
In like manner also rlid the apostles labom' to 
direct all to the oue thif1g needful, and to per- 
suade the people, that as many as were baptized 
into Christ, 8hould put on Chl'ist; then there was 
nothing to he attriLmted unto man, whether Jew 
or Greek, bond or free, male or female, but 
Chri...t i
 to be aH in all, and that nothing shoul.d 
a"ai
 but1he new creatine, which only should be 
accounted the spiritual Israel of God, npon whom 
his peace shoulù rest. (IlmJl. ii. 28. 29. Gal. iii. '27. 
28. 29. and v. 6, and ,Ii. 15. 16. &c.) And the 
Apo
tle chal'geth the belie\'ers, that u as they receiv- 
ed Christ Jesus the Lord, so to walk in him, 
amI to hewa.'e lest any lHan spoil you through phi- 
losophy and \'ain ùeceit, after the tl'adition of 
Inen, after the rnrlilUputlS of the world, and not 
after Christ, (in ,\ hom ye are complete," &c ) and 
lIe chargf'lh the (;aldti
u}s to "stalld fast in the 
liberty wllPrewith Chrj
t hath made us fn
e, and 
be not entangled again with the yoke of bund;-1ge ;" 
and \\e may see how he upbraids them, with de- 
siring to be in bondage to the weak aud beggarly 
elements, saying;; "oh! fimlish Galatian
, who 
hath bewitched you, &c. are )'e so foolish, having 
begnn in tile I"opirit, are ye now wade perfect by 
the flpsh? ha\'e ye 
nffered so Illany things in 
1'aiu ?, &c R aud saitb in chapter iv. " but now, after 
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that) e ha ve known God, or rather are known of 
God, how tun. 
e agaill to the \\ eak anù beg-gaIly 
elellJent
, whe.'en.tto ye tlf'sire 3g'
in to !Je in bou- 
rla<J'e? "e CJb
ef\e da y s, and IUOt!!hs, aad times, 

 . 
and }'ears: 1 am afl'aid of you, It:'''it I ba\e bestow- 
ed upon you labour in vain," &('. 
And shall we not Le ine",clIsable, 8eeiug that we 
have 8uch a cloud of testinaonie
, (as may be Sfen 
throughout the new Testament,) unlo (he 
Hfficiency 
of the light, the sfJirit, and g.'ace of Go (I', for to Lt'iug 
salvation unlo all th3t belie,'e and are t.ang!.t 
thereby? and how shaH we escape, jf we r('fl1
e, or 
neglect so great salvaLion, and turn aside unto the 
weak and heggarly eh::ments, and desire to be ill 
bondage thereunto? even to pro\'oke the Lord to 
jealousy, and to dishonour him by the works of 
nleu's hauds; ftH' lie \\ il1 uot gi\ e I.is glory uuto 
anoLhel'; who would S
1\ e his pepple from their 
sius, even by the right haud of his own rigljteous- 
ness, and not Ly the mig11t, power, wisdom, or 
works of man, but hy his own spirit, would he 
effect the whole ctfectu<l I work; an(J \\ 0 Le to 
the man that shoul.J d i
hollc'lIr fIIIl), L y sa viu" 
. 
, 
that the Lord caunot, or \\'ililiot sa""e rue without 
the help or cnntrÎ vance of another man, 
. \V oliid Hot that be to Jea\'c us it) sad cruel 
bonda
e indeed? even iu hOlldrlge unto man, 
who
e breath is ift hi
 nostrils, who is 1Iot on!y 
frail, bllt changeal)le? and the Lord saitl., cnl'sèd 
be the 0l3H that trustelh ill man, aud whose 
heart departeth from the Lorù, anù he warns us 
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to t1ig deep, and not to build upon any (
hangeable 
thing, that ßlay be :shaken, but upon the re,ela- 
tion of his own cternal spirit; e\"ell upon that 
sallie spirit, which revealed him unto his di
cip)es, 
while the w;:;e men, aud the great Diles of the 
world, did not know him, (but some said oue 
thilJ
, and some another) because they belie"ed 
not ill the light, whereby alone, man may see his 
silJs, aud so come to see him, who giveth power to 
repent and fonmke them, yea, to see hi:s Sa\ iour, 
to cleau
e, aud sa\'e from all 
ilJ; auf! that 
 as the 
message which the ap():slle
 recci\ed, " that God 
is ligl
l, aud in him is no darkuesb at alL" 
C . T, . 
I, J 0,;11,. 1.) 
And by that true light, the apostles saw the 
word \'\' hieh was frolu tile begiuuing, frolll \\' hich 
ulaukil1u had falleu by trausgressioll; and as in 
A(Jam all die, e\'en :so in Christ sltall all he made 
alive, )'ea, all that recei\'e the jug-rafted \\ ufff, 
which is ahle to save the soul, eveu the \\'ord uf 
faith, which the apostles preached, (Rom,. x. 8.) 
to which Panl directed the men of Athf'us," that 
they should seek the Lurd, if haply they might 
feel after him, aud find him, thongh he be nut far 
{l.om e\'ery oue of us:" (Acts. xvii. 27.) aud thus 
were they called to seek the Lord, " \\ 110 had 
suffered the malluers of the natÌous, al1d, though 
he had wiuked at the time::; of SlH'h ignorance, )'et 
now commandelh all Dlen every \\'he.'e to .'cpeut; 
becau1'e lie hath appuiuteù a day, iu the which 
he will judge the world iu righteousucs
, hy 
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Jpsns CII1'isf ;" so herf1 \VP may see, the one word, 
which h
 that ",ill jurlge the world, hath f.'f4 up, 
ove.' the many worùs of men, and thp one way of 
holinpss, over the nlany ways which never can 
nlake holy; and the one manner, over the many 
manners of the nations, which followed theil' own 
ways; for now IH
 would only have the one way 
of hulinp!ò:8, e\'en the way of the one Ii, iog anrl true 
God, who is a t'1pirit; and would have men to walk 
in him, who wi1l come to judge all the works of the 
flf'sh, and will of man; that so his own kingdom, 
(which is fs.ee and spiritual,) may come, that the 
will of God, who is a spirit, may be done on earth, 
as it is done in heaven, who atone hath the one 
bread, which cometh down from him out of 
hea,'en, and nourisheth the soul unto everlasting 
life 
And seping, that such is the lot of our inheri- 
tance, and the way which our Lord Jesus Christ, 
hath ('ast np, even a new and living way, and 
the gnod old way, which was before Abraham; 
fOI. Jesus s1ith, before Ahraham was, I am ; and he 
saith, I am tlJe way, and the truth. and the life, aud no 
man ('ompth unto the Father hut hy me; ::tnrllJow, 
would it lIot be grievons, and sore houri age in- 
deed, to be afraid to trust him, because men 
shou1rJ 
ay, that they are the way, and none can 
go without them? so now, here i
 the strife. man 
saith I am the way to Christ, but Jesns saith, I 
am the way, and the door, and so saith his apos- 
tles, who would Hot Le brought into bond
ge, to 
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any man, and waruf>d the people, to stand fast 
in the IiLel'ty wherewith Christ hath made ns 
(rcf', f hat they be hot elltangled ag-aiu with the 
yoke of bt)nila
e, saying (in allolher place,) "ye 
b;,ae not receÌverl tile f-pirit of hmu]age again 
to fear, but ye have received the 
pjrit of adoption, 
wherehy we cry, Ahba, Father." (Rom.. viii ) 
'Ve do not find tlJe Jews Ch'lfgpd with a wallt 
of belief, that tlte l\iessiah t;;!Juuhl come, and ful- 
fil all things, nay, it e\'en appeal's, that he was the 
very ohject of theil' expectation, and their hope; 
aud yet wJtf
n lIe C::Hne, they were in such sore 
bondage, to their sins, their wisdom, and their 
p..ipsts, yea, and to their many tr
cJitio!1s, whereby 
they made the commandment of God of none 
effect. (ìffat. xv. lJIark ,ii) that tllPY rf>jected 
him, and could not receive hilU in the way of his 
coming; yea, and a1though they still profess to be- 
lieve that he will yet comp, and be thf'ir Sa\ iour, 
yet we justly feal", that they want the Jh iug faitb 
in him" he('an
e they did not know him for them- 
selves when h
 came, having theil" depentlance 
pla
cfl upon theil' divi\lC'.
 3tHI wise men; anrlso were 
in Londn;e unto those who decei\ ed them. And 
now W
 say that theil' faith is without f'fff'ct, 
hecautie they did not be1iere in the WOI ks, which 
be wrought upon earth, therefore theil' faith fn'ails 
thPIn nothing, thong-h they should fully helirve 
aU th
t is wriUen of him anrl of his coming, yea, 
and an that hp sholll(1 do for sinners, iu this 
world J aud ill the world to come. 
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Now while we bewail the sad state of the Jews; 
we have great cause to look at our own condition; 
and if we should be afrc:tid to examine; and see 
for oursehes, (whether his great wOI'k of sanctifi- 
cation is going forward in us,) and any ways depend 
UpOIi man, so as to hecome slothful or careless 
about thp real foundation of our standing, such 
bondage luay be worse, (if worse could be,) and 
more dangerous, than e\'en the Jews' condition 
was; and what would make it stiH more awful, 
would be, to get satisfiéd, on account of seeing a 
great multitude goillg the same road, seeing that 
our Saviour saith, that many go in tþe broad 
way; and the Jews told the aposile, that his 
sect \Vas every where spoken against; and we 
may see how pressingly we are admonished in 
ii. Cor, xiii. 5, to examine what is within us, lest we 
be deceived, even "to examine ourselves, whether 
we he ill the faith; prove your own sel res; know 
7e 
nnt your ownselves, how that JéSUS Christ is in 
you, except ye be rep,'obates?" and Ilom. x. shew- 
eth what the righteousness which is of faith saith, 
" what saith it? the word is nigh thee, even in 
thy luonth, aud in thy heart; that is, the word of 
faith, which we preach; "and now after a1l, if we 
should he so in LOl1dage to the fear of 01au, as 
to he afraid to examine fo.' ourseh'es, would such 
be doers of the ingrafted word, though they may 
be bearers, deceiving their own seh'es, by depend- 
ing implicitly upon what others should say or do 
for us? was not that a canse why the Jews did 
H H 
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not know or believe the Saviour? and if we should 
follow their steps, may 1I0t our case be dauge.... 
rons as theirs was, while we cannot plead the 
same excuse as they, who were under the old 
priesthood, where the lips of the p,'iest wa
 to 
preserve their knowledge; and they would say, 
" when the Messias cometh, which is called Christ, 
he will tell us all things? and now that he is 
come, are we aft'aid to receÍ\ e him, or to believe 
the works which he cloth in the world? 
Are we so in bondage to the fe::vt; and to the 
precepts and traditions of DJen, as not to trust 
Him. who would shew us all things, and bring all 
to our remembrance? or suffice it to say, that he 
would shew us the one thing needful, even the 
unspeakable gift of God; aud yet if we do nut 
thus receive him, who stands at the door, aud 
knocks, who alone can cast Ol1t the man of sin, 
and set us free theref,'om, and ddiver f..om all 
unri
hteousness; but if we refuse him in spirit, as 
the Jews did, and know him not here, what 
ground have we to hope that he would own us 
hereafel', who saith, " depart from me, ye that 
work iniquity, I never knew yon ?" and he saith, 
" if I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me," 
aud the scripture speaks of his " taking vengeance 
on theln that know not God, and that obey not the 
gospel," which gospel is of the grace of God, yea, 
the power of God unto salvation, commended to 
everyone's conscience, even to the word nigh 
in the heart, yea, of the word, or new coveuaut, 
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w11erein a11 should know him, from the least to 
the greatest; but alas! for such as are afraid to 
believe in the power and efficacy of that covenant, 
wherein alone tbe overcoming can be sure; if 
therefore, they should be found anlollg the fear- 
ful alld unbelieving, which are also caned abo- 
minable, and if the Lord wash and cleanse us 
not, we shaH be filthy still? an(1 such have no 
part with him; and if he redeem us not from ini- 
quity while here, shall we not be the servants of 
sin, whom
 may call workers of iniquity at 
the last day? and if we continue in unbelief, it 
win not excuse us, for to say, that ulan told me 
I should do many things, and I feared to disobey 
him; and I feared also to rely upon, aud do the 
one thing ueedful; even to depend upon the 
light and grace of God, because I felt so little of 
it in myself. 
Alas! poor soul, is not that unbelief? is it uot 
to fear, and obey man, rather than God? (who 
likens his grace, to a grain of mustard-seed, or a 
Iiule leaven,) was it not so with the Jews, who 
thought safer to place dependance upon man, aud 
to follow him into many acts of borlily f'xercise, 
than wholly to confide in Christ, becaL1
e he came 
in a way that appeared 80 mean and lowly in the 
eye of man's wisdom? and so it i
 that Ilis grace 
is slighted or o\'erlooked (through unbelief,) e\ en 
by many who speak great swel1ing words, and 
make a high profession of their faith and belicf, 
in what the Lord Jesus Christ sufl
red aud did 
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for us npon the cross, aurl of his mediation now, 
and for e'"er; which would be a Llessed faith 
indeed, ifpeoplè did believe as they say, (and ima- 
gine), but Jet no man deC'ei,'e himself, for God will 
not be mocked (with an empty, high profession) 
who commands us to try, and prove our ownselves 
whetlwl" we be in the faith; let liS then deal ho- 
nestly by om" own 
Ol1Js, seeilJg that we are refer- 
red to the spirit of Christ in us, which alone should 
luake us free, and therefore let liS examilJe, 
whether we be in the faith which gives the vic- 
tory? or whether we still desire to Le in bondage 
to the heggarly elements, rudimf'uts, and tradi- 
tions of men, which cannot profit, and, which are 
set forth throughout the New Testameut, as two 
opposite states? and therefore, if we be iu the 
faith, must we not believe in Christ, so as to know 
him for ourselves, seeing that vengeance awaits 
such as know him not? (ii. '1
/les. i. 8 ) 
And if we so be]ieve, must we 110t see, in the first 
place, (by his Jight and grace,) the exceeding 
siufulness of sin, and dt'ceit of the heart, alld 
Lelit've iu the Illj
hty power of that little gr.lip, 
to bruise the kingdom of sin and Satan in ns, yea, 
to kuow tlJf> power of his cross, to crucify that in 
us, whirh crucified him, and finally, to have t:mt 
raised iuto heaveuly òomÎuiolJ, which prevails 
with God unto our jU
lificatioJ1, whereby we 
D1ig-ht 
ay at Sf'ason
, from a living sense, " thanks 
bp unto God, who gi\'{'lh ns the victory!" but if 
\\e know nothiug of this, ouly as we Dln.y 
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read, (or as others should tcn u
,) how then could 
we 
ay, that we had a grain of Ii \ jng faith? 
What will it avail US, to pl'ofp
s or talk of all 
that t>ver the Lorù Jeslls Vllrist did for us, or 
what he will do hereafter, if we IwJieve not, or 
know 110t what he is, and what he would now do 
for us? oh I this NOW, what doth it mean? WdS 
it Hot there the Jews lost it, \\ 110 spoke 80 pre... 
cisely of what \Vent before, atltJ what they expected 
hereafter? oh! this word, ]sow. how important I 
doth 1I0t the scripture tsay, that now is the ác- 
cepttd time? and again, to-day, to-day, if )ye 
\\'ill heal' his voice, barden lIot 
 0111' hearts? but 
alas! how 
hould we hear his ,'oice, if we clo 
not believe that sHch a voice is to be heard, hut 
say, that now we must hear men, and that we 
should Le afraid to trllst the gift of God, e\ en 
though we have his assnrauce, who saith, " ht'ar, 
and your soul shall Ii \Ie; and I will make au 
everlasting covenaut with you?" is lIot tlJat the 
lJew covenant, e\'en the law written ill the heart, 
which we are to take heed l1Urn? and is 1I0t that 
the co\'enant, which Da\'icl in the P:-;alms. and the 
prophets foretold, shoultl be given for a li
ht to 
enlighten the Geutiles, yea, e\'el) God's salvation 
to the ends of the earth? is not that the I1n
p('ak- 
able gift, which conu's Ly Je
us Christ, whieh 
might wen be callen, 
1ad tidiug's of great joy to 
all people? but what shall] say of IIillJ, the vlJe 
offering, (whieh fulfils aU otreriuf:s,) e\'en oflered 
IJP by himself? who remains for c\'er the 01 e high- 
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priest, shepherd, and lJishop of sonls, who would 
have us to choo
e that one thing needful, which 
fulfils and ends the many things, the gracious offer 
of which, if we should n-ject,. and ch008e the 
o)alJY things, as the Jews did; how then could 
we say that we receive Christ, alJd trust in him, 
if we cannot receive him as our all, and trust hilß 
for all, but should rather depend "pOll some great 
one
 like the princes of this worlci; and desire to 
be in bondage to their councils, their rudiUl{;nts, 
al}(1 traditiûns? 
'V onld lIot that he going back to more beggar1y 
rags thau the people of Israel wuult! be covered 
withal, a
ainst whom the wo was prolloullct'd, 
hecause they took conllsel, but not of me, aud that 
cover with a covering, but not of lilY spirit, saith 
the Lord; can ye read Isaiah, xxx.? there we 
DJay see the portion which such procure for them- 
sd ve
; Lut the Lord \\ ould lIot ha\'e it so, who 
saith, "thus saith the Lord thy Redeemer, the 
Holy One of Israel, I am the Lord thy God, 
which teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth thee 
by the way that thou shouldst go; oh, that thou 
hacJst hearkened to my cOllJlnandments! then had 
thy peace been as a ri\ er, and thy righteousness 
as the waves of the sea." (lsaiall, xl viii,) 
Objection-Some may sa}', that it is in order to 
bl'iug me to Chri8t, tIlat I depend iUlplicitly upon 
rnen, and do so mauy things, as they nH1l prescrihe, 
aud therefore, I should rather Le commeuded 
for desiring to ùe ill boudage thereunto. 
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Answer-Alas! what a pitiful 
hift wonlt) that 
be, whereby t1.ou lIJay miss of the graciou
 dealing 
of the Lord with thy own soul; who would 
hew 
ßlercy ill the day of (Iistrpss, if thou couldst look 
to nOlle but him alolle; hilt how shûnltl it provoke 
him to behold his creature, removing the heart so 
far frOlu him, as to apply to his fellow mortal for 
a pla
ter to cure a \\ ouuded conscience, rather 
than confide in the Lord, who alone can deal 
soundly with the corruptiun th<:reof? which, if 
it should provoke divine justice, to give ns over 
to a state of carual seem-it)" so as to be unsoundly 
healed, by such as lllight cry, peace, peace, before 
we knew true peace with him who i:s the judge' 
of quick and deaò; alas! what greater curse 
could o\'ertake us? does not the Lord require 
failh in himself? and wilt thou say, that I cannot 
confide in and follow him, Ilutil I first believe man; 
aud know froUl him, whelher it would be safe for 
me to trllst the Lord aloue, aud to do the one 
thing which I ought to do, and to leave undone 
the many thing-
 \\ hich I ought not to do, seeing 
that is not the custom of the people? 
Can any say, that they are true be1iev{.rs in 
':hrist, (aud that he hath wadp them free,) while 
t hey trust ill man, atllJ are ill Lond age to the fear 
úf man? 
eeiug that the Lord sailh, "clJrsed be 
the mau that tl'u:slelh in mau ;" and now, wht:re- 
fore trust they ilJ lUall? is it not becatÎse the men 
in whom they trust, ha\e been set up and upheld 
by such as are of 'high repute amolJ
:o\t meu, and 
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have great iuferf1sf, and a grpat name in the 
world, and ha\-e l(llig been 
haking hands with 

nch as ha\"e dl'auk deep of the fihhy intrigue, 
anti fonl deceit, which hath (wen pr3cliserl by 
n:1ny of the great melJ of tbe earth, who account 
the proud happy? &c. alld if any should desire 
to heal' snch, and be in Londag;e to thf'ir many 
inventions, rather than rely wholly upon the grace 
of our Lord and SavioLlr Jesus Christ, for teaching 
and sah ation, (which the Scriptnre saith, is all- 

ufficiellt.) can 
nl'h say, that Chri!St hath made 
them free indeed? 
Awl ,if they 
ay, that they depf'nd not. "pou 
Jllen, hecause they are highly ('stef'med, Lut be- 
canse Christ is rf.'H>aled iu them Ly his spirit, I 
would a
k them again, whether that assertion does 
not refute it
elf? ) f1a, wonld it not be to ß1ake 
God a respecter of persoHt", (who, Peter saith, is 
no re
pe('ter of pel'solJs,) and \'\' hy not give his 
)]()Iy spirit as freely to the poor anu lowly of this 
,,'odd, as to the princEs theJ"f'of, even such as 
If'gates, delegates, (\1' cardina):s r &c. and is it 
because that 
nch are 
et lip and promoted Ly 
nleu, great of flesh, aud of high accoulJt in the 
'WOrlf}, that therefore God should give of his spirit 
unto thelll ahove others? did he not say, that 
flf'
h anti hloOf) hath not re\realed it, but the 
8pirit? &c. and he saith, it. is the spirit that quick- 
eneth, the'" flf'ðh profiteth nothing; and wherein 
lieth the dilferel1ce het ween those fo?;t'eat ont's, aud 
the poor of lhi3 world, e},.cept in that wbich a 1)- 



245 


pertailiS to the flesh ? aud tlwfpforp. why may not 
the II()I
 spi,'it bt' pOUl't'd forth a
 f"t't'ly "pon allY 
of your 
{>hes, as npun those 
rt'at Hahlaies, 
unless }'e (Ieuy the aUrihute uf G.ul? mid is it 
not hi.. peculiar aUribute, that he is. aild that tie 
is no J'especter of persons? and, "'holl
h hea\f>n 
bp his throne, and the earth his fèHtt. stoul, 
t-'t 
to that man will he look, even to hina (hat is 
poor, and of a contl,ite 8pirit, al1d tremltleth at his 
word," (Isaiah Ix\ i,) hefore whom the nations are 
Lut a
 a (hop of a bucket; but ha"e Hot those gff>at 
ones, (to \\ hum the people de
il'e to he in 
hondage) taught them Ïli effect, these many a
p
, 
that with God there is r{,
pf'('t of persons? 
and so, by their works, if not. in word, dt'ny that 
attribute of God, while lhey darken and confuse 
the people with strange wllimsies (jf his aU rihlltes? 
and do they not require thean to believe things 
concerniug the secrets "hich Iwlollg to GOd; 
which cannot be made out by scripture, and would 
be high presumption, for any mortal tu attempt 
to define? whereby th(\-y ha\'e wutlilly corrupted 
from the 8implicity which is ill Chl'Ï:-o', and he- 
"\vildered 
mch as flesil'e to he ill hOlHlage to their 
Inany inventions? hilt whether they affect slicb 
great insight into the secret I hillgs, whiC'h Iwloflg to 
God a1one, in order to make the world bf>lieve 
t.hemseh"es to be some great olles above uther 
men? or whether lhf'Y do,it, ill order tu aml1
e the 
people from coutemplatillg the attrihutes of God 
(unto his glory,) that so they may briug them into 
I 1 
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bondage; and a main attribute is, that with hitu 
there is no respect of persons, yet, whid. of these 
reasons may be the cause why they pervert the 
right way of the Lord, I mllst leave? 
. Let none say to these things, that they know 
not how to do better, hut let them rather acknow- 
ledge, that they kne\v bett('r, but would 110t do it; 
for the da
's of that ignorance, shoultl t're now be 
by past and gone, wherein men would dare to 
say, that the Lord will respect any man, and re- 
'Veal his mind and will unto him, because of his 
earthly wisdom, learning, pomp, or state; or be... 
canse that he i
 highly esteemed anlongst men, 
and chosen by the great ones of.the world, who 
wouhJ have their portion i.i this lite; how horri- 
ble wou1d sllch a thought be, as if the Lord was 
no 100Ig'er Almighty, bnt that men should steal 
away a main part of his heavenly p,'erogative, and 
all disposing puwer upon earth? hut that is a 
snhjert that I may touch hut s1ightly, seeing that 
I could not rlo it jllstice, as this generation would 
not hear it. if I 
hould but lay a finger, to touch 
that honihle and noisome thing, whereby the Lord 
bath bpf'1I disholJolll'ed, by the wise and high oues 
of this world, professing to reveal his secrets, as 
if they held a charter, to make merchandize of the 
milJd and will of Heaven. 
ArHt let noue say, that they cannot tell what 
this means, for who is there now, that have even 
hf>3l'd of I he name, and of the fame, of onf Lord 
and his apostles, how tl1at he, who made himself 
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()f no reputatiou, and his followers, who fol1o\,'ed 
his step
, whu, though heiug' poor, yet made many 
rich ill hea\'euly treasure? I say, let the simplest 
individual that has heard tell of them, and also of 
many great learned rich rabbie
, (Ullto whom the 
people desire to be in bondage), ouly compare 
such, with the servants of Jesus Christ, aud give 
it ooe honest thought a
 in the sight of God; 
and then, no matter how 8imple, if the heart 
can draw an honest hre<ith, it Inay discern, 
whether the modern Raubies are now the same? 
is even their wisdom the same? ha\'e they got 
it from God, as the Apostles ditl? and their light, 
life, aud glory, is it all hea\'enly? or do they 
now look for respect, reverence, or preferment 
amongst men? or is their treasure in heaven now, 
as it was with the saints of old, whose hands minis- 
t
red to their temporal necessities, aud having 
food and raiment, were therewith content? 
And do they now labour (as the apostles did,) 
to turn the people on Iy to the olle thiug needful, 
e\'en to Christ in spirit, which Peter saith. is the 
ouly sure fomulation, which God had laid, a
 a 
living stone, elect and pre('i(Ju
, cllO
en of God, 
but disallowed indepd of men, (i. Peter ii) so 
there we may see, that the Lon] hath rese..ved 
the choice uuto himself alone, and hath ehosell 
the Sou, and given him freely, that as many as re- 
ceive him shollld become his children; who are 
born, not ûf flesh and blood, nor of the will or 
wisdom of man, but of God; hut man doth inde. (t 
disallow that heavenly stone, because they kuuw 
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him not, fr>r he was (aud JS) the stone, which the 
\\ ;s(-' IIHlto'ter hnjldt:'l'
 disalluw unto this day, be- 
("(HI
 
 tb, y would make th..ir own choice. in their 
0\\ II will
, who are horn of flesh anù Lloud and uf 
.tl1.Jo will of man. 
All" ,.. hell they make their ('hoice in f},e will of 
111:\.1_ (to the)' not '...Iie the Lnrd, aurl s:-tY, that 
'1 iae rlloi...:, is made accf)rdil)
 to bi
 will, even 
wtult-' tliey disallow indeed, the thing, that is chosen, 
JH (-'{'ious, and wt>ll- plf'it8ing in his sight, anrl make 
tht'lr ('hoice in tlwir own will, and 
ay it is tbe 
\\ ill 'jt God? which is a mar\'t:.l1ol1s thing, that 
en:'.. ttWU s110ult1 Lelie the Lord in such strange mea- 
sure, 38 to 
et up ill his o\\"n uame, 3U earth)}' earnal 
succession, of great, mOl1strol1s, lou.lIy priucf's, 
fflll of intrigue and suLtlet)', as the princes of this 
world, (\\IJOse ways shew, that they are after the 
. fle
h and the will of man,) whom they now call di- 
vil)f'!,:, great pn
lates, and Lords f'piritual, &c. "!to 
nJi
ht more fitly he ('alleel, LOI'ds carnal, seeing 
that tlu'ir ways ami tbeir pomp, are all dealJ ('on- 
trary to the frnits of the spirit of Christ, (or the 

xamplp \\ hich himself, arul his followers let1), 
yea, 
lIch as he 111'\ er set I1P, being worse, alld 
ßlOre out ward aut! ('arual than the Jews, "' ho 
hoastpfl that tlu..y \\ ert'> the ('ho:-.en of God, because 
he ('hu
e the 
p
tI of Ahraham, alld tsnc.h tlwy 
said they wert\ th()tI
h ill the will of the flesh, 
aha) of lUan, who kut:'w not that the Lurd 
ef'S not 
as man 
pes, he louks at the heart; and Jesus 
tpJd them, lhal. tht:y jJuly 
 f:l'C ALrahaLU.S children 


'
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. tttho did .he works (If 1\ hraharn ; . al1(l J ohfl 
tlsaith, thatGod is ahlent' tlw stout-:o. 10 raist> npf'hilrl- 
fPO "lito Abral:am; <llld Ahrallam lu-,Iif'\'t>d God 
and followed hin., Hot kilo" iltA' \\ hit:Jf'r he went; 
allrl his faith. is accollulefl for . ì
lltt'Ull
U('S:.'\, (lt1t 
. us miud that,) for Sf' tWist all IdS 
t--'
fl flo, \\ 1.0 (to 
his wo..k
, mHI are of tilt' true faith, tllP
' ml1!"t 
bt'lie\e God and fnllnw him in 
pirit) (and not 
man, who kuo\\'pth not \\' hitlwr Iw goeth,) if en't 
they kilo\\' lhe Son, v. lIiakp tlJPtll f'n'e iudf'e:1. 
If t.he Jews, who were uutl....r the law of t
 pes, 
fi
l1re
, and carnal of(!iuancp
, (c\t-'n \" hilt
 they 
, sat in 
It)ses' seat,) werp so !o-t'\'ert'J
 JeLukp(l, for 
claimilt
 any thill;:?;, nwrely (1:0; tl)t
 :-1I('('{>S:-iOJ'S, or 
as the ofl:..pring of A'hraham, how tht.'n 
}lOuld 
"'C escape, who profe
s flJt
 gospel, (\\ hich j:-o 1he 
life aud snlt
talJ('(-',) if we 
ho"ld fall into :1:-1 
TO:'Ì
, 
ranwl, and outward n()rioll
 of Chri:o.fs kill
dom 
and go\'erllment, as the .Je'\'s (lid ill that day of 
gJ"f>at degpueracy, whprell1 the me

II,.e of their 
iai()llit
, (as a nation) \\'a
 fiHiB
 np, and thf> hst 
offers of BlPI'(')" n'j(
;'ted hy m:ti:)' of tlwllt r atHl it 
. is remarkahlp, that OtlP of! fw u:o:--;l tl'f'lIIf'lHfoHS 
charg'f'
 which was !':pt forth a
aillst t!lem, PH'n 
ill that (Jay, as we ma)' n.
ad ill lJlallhol', 'Xxiii. &c. 
wa
, their depelldaru'p npon, alfd oh
f-'nallee of 
many ont ward awl k
al I'ite"'i awl "t'rt"1l101"f'
, 
in which they ff'stt-'ll, \, bile tlwy pm..",,,d on'" 1he 
great work of Ihe tlIt'f"Y ê\nd judðt..eilt of the 

pirit 01' 
race of G\'(I in "H:
ir OWH hearts, \\ hi('h 
would have brought fOi'lh fruiL:) uf mercy and 
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truth in their lives; for the neglect of which, the 
Lord reproved and warned them many ways, not 
only by similitudes and parables. but more direct 
and pointecHy, calling them hypocrites, sa)'ing, 
" thou blind Pharisee! cleanse first that whir.h is 
within, that the outside may be clean also;" and, 
" t he good man out of thp good treasure of the 
heart bringeth forth good things," &c. shewing, 
that none is good hilt what is of his own good 
spirit; and that therein, and not iu man's will or 
ordilJation, should stand his choice and ejection 
for e\ er, whe.oeby au entrance should be minis- 
tf'rf'd illto the heaveuly kingdom, as we may 
ee 
pleutifnll
1 treate(1 of in the New Testament, which 
is written for onr learning and admonition; so 
that we are left without eXCIJ
e, and g-reat will be 
onr condemnation, if we refuse his own frpe spirit, 
aud desil'f' to be in hondage to the many things 
whieh cannot profit, but may rather provoke the 
Lord, to withhold the light of his countenance 
from IJ!O:. yea, to gh'e 
ome over to those thiugs 
whirh thpy desire to serve and rf1st in, even to 
foHow 1 he work
 of their own hands, aud the 
imHgillafion of the hf'art. 
Now if any say, (;:,s likt.-'ly they will,) that we 
read aud ulHJer
lalld the
e things very diflerent; 
yea, 1 know furthermore, that 1 have nothing to 
expect (from the self.secure ones,) better than 
reproach aud re, iling
, .,,'hi(Oh I am prepared to 
recpive, so as to be no "'ays thoughtful on my 
own account what I shall meet with, if I could, 
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(e,'en thongh ,rery fee}'ly,) reach forth a little to the 
hungry soul, to whom c\'ery bitter thing is sweet, 
if I 1l13}' thus express something of that 
'earllilJg of 
soul, which I of tell feel for the simple-hearted, with 
desires, that the I....ol'd may enlarge them into a 
beaveuly sense of his willingness to do all their 
wo
 ks in them and fo.' them; and in throwing out 
these hints, I ha\'e no "iew to teach others, believ- 
ing, that it is the Lord alolJe, (by bis conviction 
iu the conscience,) that can teach his people to 
p.'ofit, and lead them ill the way that they should 
go, so that all I aim at, (as I said before,) is, to 
stir up the mind to a solemn examination of the 
g.'ound of their standing, and the foundation on 
which they build; that they n1ay consider in time, 
'what they have been doing with their Lord's gifts, 
and whether they are prizing his mercies; seeing 
that it is 'an uuspeakable mercy, that e"ery one 
hath received a gift f.'om God, according to 
their rneasure, and he requires that we should 
occupy the.'ewith; which if we ne
lect, it will 
lJOt do, to say, that that gift appeared to me so 
small and feehle, (aud my temptations and pro- 
peusity to evil so powerful,) that I could not 
depend upon it, and therefore, " I have been 
doing nlany things as men instructed me, and as 
I saw others, whom I thought wi
er than myself, 
approve." 
Come then, and stand upon thy feet, and 
answer; hast thou beeu busied hilher and thither 
with many things, so as to slight or pass over the 
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()ne thine: llf>c41f,,1? awl ha
L thou been in hnndaO"e I 
. 
 
to ma!lY Òf ad word
, 80 as to overlook the one 
1i\ il1

; word, Iìj
ÌJ in fhe Iwart, wldeh would al
() 
J;i \ e a true wont ill t!ae 11IOlltl.? and ha
t thou 
been iu bnrHlag.e to many nwat
, (Ja'iuks, da
's, 
tiult-'
, alld di H
rs wHshiugs, which hat II rauto:t-'d 
tllee to oH'rlook tlte li
ht aud tile cfa)' of Ch, ist 
ill thy 
olll, eH'1l tlaat day ",hich the Lord cloth 
bles
, \\ hid. A hra ham rf>joicecl to sef', even the 
true li
ht thai lig;ht{-'tla f'vcl'Y man that cometh 
into the wn1'1d, which gi\ eth lite unto the world, 
yea, the li\'ill
 food, that .ionrisheth the soul unto 
e\'erlasti,ng life.' f.'oll1 him, who hath the Ji\'ÏlJg 
walt=>I', thaJ who
o driukflh, thirst 110 more, but 
know ir to he in them, a well, spring-iug up unto 

{el'lIal Jifé? in a word, ha
t tholl been ill LOlJdH
e 
to many men aud their wa)'
, so as to overluok 
ehrist Je
lIs, the heaH,'>llly man, the Lord fron} 
heaH'I}, '1,e q 'Jj('keuing spirit, who is the one 
way to the :Father, whom, though many call1Jim 
Lord! Lord! allcl tf.iuk to Le heard lot, their 
much 
ppakill
, 
 t>t they do lIot his will, neither 
k
}ow his \\ ill, uor wh" Iw is? 
lId he saith, that 
saeÌJ Iw will IJot own: and how coulcl they kuow 
laim" whoJ.elieH:> uot that he is to Le known, oilly 
as IU(-'l) I't'\ e.tI hi.iI, :oie-=-illg that he himself 
aith, 
1 hat no tHall kBo\\'el h him Ullt as he is re\'eal.ed 
h
 I he s}Jirit? alld HO\\', \, helht'r i8 it 
afpr to 
IJel H::' \ {' alld obey God or man, judge )'e? that is 
the ",holt' (,fHH'lm
iou of t116 malter, it is' all that 
I w au t to ÌJa H: cunsidered. 
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An that I hare been saying, 01" would say, hangs 
upou this one word, even whethe.' we should be- 
lieve God, or Ulan? and if we believe God, we 
l1Iust belie\e, that nOlle can know him, but those 
to whom he doth re\'eaJ himself; aud if any say 
that" these are hard sayings, or how can these 
thing's be ?, let sllch know, that they will e\er ap- 
p
ar hard indeerl, Ullto a1l that d
sire to be in 
uoudage unto man; and let. them beware lest they 
be ill bondage uuto sin; for this know, that none can 
e\.ell .'{'veal thy 
in uuto thee, (0.' shew thee what 
is sin,) but him alone, that would ..c\'eal the Sa- 
"jour; so, there is the first step ilJto the narrow 
way, which leadeth Ullto life, even to see thy sins, 
which God alone can shew, and set in order be- 
f. Ire thee; and it is he alone that can open thine 
e)"es, to look upon him whom thou hast pie.'ced; 
that so thou mayest see thy SavioUl', who saith (in 
adorahle compn
sioll,) "look unto me, and be ye 
sa\t
d, all the euds of the earth, for I anI God, 
and t here is none t:I:'\e." 
Oh! ye hi
h p."ofessors, are ye so in hondag'e 
to the fe(;.. of man, as to !Je afraid to come unto 
Ilim, that he might set you free ilJdeeù ? do ye 
think that a dangerous principJe, tenùing to per- 
plexity and ùistractiolJ? Alas! would it not he 
far more dangerolls, to be In1led asleep in a state 
of carnal ease anù security, (thous;h in a t'ipecions 
profe
sioll,) and desire to be ill Londage to that, 
\\'hi('h cries peace, peace, unto the old man. and 
aU his wares, which i
 
nre to Ll'iui; distraction 
K K 
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and pe.'p1exity in the end, if his goods be not 
spoiled? ah! saith my soul, that it. may not (p.t 
last) be said l1uto you, dmt ye would not ha\'e his 
goods 8poiled, nor his peace brok{'n'1
\ten though 
it s!lOulù be to make room for the bab
 immortal 
in the sec"et of the soul. 
'V ould it not bf' a grievous e\"ent, if the free 
spirit of onr loinI'd Jesus Chrj
t, (in the da)' of hie 
great l1)ercy to your sou1
,) should meet with no 
better recEption from some of you, than he did 
from the Jews, in that glorious tJay uf his perso- 
nal mal1ifcstation unto [",rael, when, though he 
'\V
lked amoug men, yet not many of the great 
alJd wi
e ones of the wurld would r
ceive him? 
for they could lIot Lear the plainness and simpli- 
city of his appearance, which we may the less won- 
der at, wheu we l'f.flect, that he was the truth, and 
they were in tlw deceit, luoking for some great 
thing, according to outward appearance, aud so 
tiley overlooked 'aim, that is the tnlth, thuugh he 
had f'harge,l them, Rud warneth us all, Bot to 
ju(fge according to the appea.'ance, but to judge 
ri
hteous judgmeut, whi{
h, hed they done, thf'Y 
should not ha\'e despised him because of the 
n)t>anlle
s ùf his bodily appearance, wllich was 
formed to cOllfol1nd the wisdom that could look no 
furtlJPr thall the out,,-ard appearance, which should 
he a- solemn lesson nnto us all, to lJeware (if 
sHghting or overlookillg "is grace, or good spit it, 
becal "\e of the smallness or weakuess of it
 ap" 
pearauce, (accol'diug to our carnal apprehension,) 
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but if it be a righteous thing, and reproves all de- 
ceit and unrighteousness, then ]pt us rpcei\e it 
and we receive righteous judgment, but if it rau 
spare one'lust or false deceitful t!-Jill
, away with 
it. as hein
'he de\'il; for that was the way where.. 
in the Lord desired the people to prove himself, 
(
aying, which of yon couvinc9th me of sin,) when 
iu marvellous adorahle condescension, he walked 
amongst them, saying, that except thpy repent 
they should peri8h, and if they could not believe 
him, he Lids them believe his works; now if any 
who desire to be in hondage uuto man, should 
say, that nevertheJe

 we do not s1ight or reject 
the gift of God's grace in the sonl, though we 
should prefer ma
.'s teaching, let such a one ask 
himself again, clops he indeed be1ieve it to be the 
gift of God? hath it been prized and est
emed a$ 
such? has it been received and believed in as his 
gift, and suffered to operate, so as to do the 
works that none other but the Lord alone could 
do? if not, let no man rleceÏ\'e himself, for if the 
Lord be God, he must be glorified as God, and if 
Baal (or man and his works) be God, such as 
sel"ve them, ser\le Hot the Lord Jesus Christ. 
] f any should think this a dangerous principle, 
tending' to perplexity and distraction, and say, 
that they cau neither read, nor cOlJsider things in 
the manuel' herein set forth; I would only say unto 
such, canst thou read and con
idel" freel y , (as in 
the fear of God alone) withont heing in lJ{tndage 
 
to the fear of any man; thell read "hat scrip- 
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ture thou pJeaseth, in singleness of heart unto the 
Lord alone, without addilJg or climiuishiBg; and 
read the bbok of thy own cOllscieuf'e, with the 
light which the Lord doth give, that so thou may- 
C1'õt know thy own state and couditiolJ, and tlte 
will of God concerning thee; ns Panl directerl 
the men of ,A.thens, " t hat they should 8e(Jk the 
Lord, if haply they rnig.ht feel after him, and find 
him, though he be Hot far from e\'ery oue of us ; 
for in him we Ii \'e, 1110\ e, anù ha \'e our lwing-; and 
though he winked at tlH,
 times of ignorance, 
yet now conH113lH
elh a!l men every" here to repellt," 
(Acts xvii.) and iflhou 
hus r('aft ami con
ider, with 
the honest and good heart, which (
aJ) 
ay 3,"ailing-- 
Iy, " God Le merciful to UlP, a sinne.';' tllen should 
I wi,.;!. thee good spf'ed with" all Ill)' heart; and 
therein alone, should e
tef'l1l it a fën our, to be 
counted worthy to hare ft-'llo\Vship \\ ith al1 who 
thus lo\'e l
lC f..onl Jesns Christ in siucerity. because 
he first loved ns, and 
he\\'ed ns 0111' sin!'l, and 
calls ns unto himself, the ou1y Sa\'iour; and this I 
ha\'e fnrliler to 
:lY unto thee, that if e\'er thou 
com('
t thus in spirit aud in truth, to read the won- 
derful thiugs of his law written ill thy heart, (ae. 
cOI'ding to 
cl'ipti.1re fe s
imony ,) as thou waitest 
upon the Lord in faith and patience, all his appoiiJt- 
ed time, thou nw) 
,t read \\" hat is that good, 
accpptaLle, aull perfect \\" i1l of God concerniug 
thee. 
And then thol1 "ilt know, if thou 
lw111ft
t Flee 
tbese li
e
, tiJat lhey 
re accordil:g to truth, aud 
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far from being too har
h or Sf'\'f're, hut might 
rather say, that it i
 a \'t'ry smalJ pal't of what 
l1Ii
ht be 
aid, aud tl-Ií-'t heff'in I ha\'e d(.alf gClJtly 
as with a child; aud although there are bel'e lll.ìllY 
words, the whole amounts to l;ule more thall 
 
gent Ie ('all, to cOllie alHl sef', 0.' to come ta
te 
anti spe how good the Lord i
,; and he not ther-e- 
fore mockers, If'
t Y.Jl1r bands be made 
lrong, 
but look away for a moment from yonI' mountain, 
e\'en fr'om the Ilei
ht of your hi;!:h pr()fps
ioll, and 
Iwar what a poor womau sailh, \\ ho kft her wa- 
terpol, and weut iuto the ('it
., saJing, u eOI1lf', I'e
 
a man that to'" IHf' allt"ing;
 that e\"cr I clid, i
 not 
dlis the Christ ?" ,) ea rat 1)("1', let liS take f'xan:ple h1 
the Iwhle Samaritaus, who IwitlH:'r t honght IIJPau- 
lJ of her as a me!o;sell
'el', nor 
 et of Jeslls) (wllo sat 
weal'ied at the well.) hilt 
:_'id unto the "omau, 
" uow we heJie\'f', uot h(>(,
HISf' of thy !'::1
'ing:; for 
we have hp<<ud him oursehes, alld "uow that tllis 
is illdeed the Chri...t, fhp Sa\ iour of the world," 
(John iv) olt! hlt's:,cd In(}\\"Jcd
'p
 oil! happy 
experieuce; to ha \'{
 I h(' (,OB
f'lell('e Orf'ned to see 
all the sills that e\f-r we did, ..uHf to :-:ft' tlw 2ift 
of repentance, and the hlood of 
priìlk}illg, (which 

peaketh hetfer things th '111 t hat of .A Lei ) to 
I'fillk Ie 
the conscience from ù{'.tJ works, to serve the 
li\'ing God; aud is it not a \'ery 
iJlalJ thing to say, 
come and 
ee? and to 
ay, is there any odler' way 
tor to !':ee wla:lt the Lord J('
lIS did , and i
 doil]CI" 
b' 
and will do? til:" 
o to a
cl'ihe hnnour, and g'lory _ 
Ul)to him that would wash ns from OUl' 
ius iu 
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'tJjs own blood, and so make I1S free indeed, y
a, 
unto the Lamh that wa
 
laill, atHl sitteth upon the 
throne, who is worthy for evermore. 
If ever ye come to see thillgs as they really are, 
ye would then see, that it is very little indeed, 
that I can now write, lJecause ye could not bear 
it, therefore I have dealt gent1y, according as ye 
tuight bear; 8tcing that if I should say but little 
of what I have seen and felt, 
'e could not bear it ; 
if ye should only be told, that your mountain, 
even the height of all your profession, is iu bon- 
dage, with all the childreu of every out
ide wor- 
ship, (of. what society soe\'er,) for uow there is 
none f. et', uut such as are of Jerusalem, which is 
from above, where God is worshipped in the 
ririt 
and in truth; alld tlOv.' whu could bear to be told of 
the Lord's eOlltl'oversy with all their outside 
thi.)gs, which hath þeen òevi
ed to cloak np sin, 
whereb)' hi
 name hath been dishonoured, aud upon 
which his p!agues are to be poured forth, )"ea, upon 
all that appertaius to m)7stery BabylolJ, in what- 
ever people or society? that which hath been erect- 
ed, and set up by man, in the' 
el'penCs wisdom, 
for filthy lucre sake, \\,hich brought death, dark- 
ncs
, and bondage, over the lJatiolls, and dishononr 
unto the ever adoraLle Harne of Christ, is to he 
cast iuto the lake of the wrath of God, yea, all of 
man's work in relig"ion, is to be broken up root 
and branch, that the Lord alone may be exalted 
in judgment, aud God, that is holy, may be sanc- 
tified ill righteousuess; (and who uow call bear to 
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bave this fully spok fin to,) whose V01Cf> (rom heaw.n 
cans unto his people, to come ont of Babylon, th...t 
they partake not of hpr 
ins, aurl that tl)(
y 'I'preive lIot 
of her plag-nes, (Rev. xviii.) yea, so would he have 
them redeemed ont of that state, which leads into 
the lake of his wrath, and that thf'Y might be pre- 
part"rl, to partakf" of the ocean I)f his lo\'e. 
Oh, adorable love! that loved liS before we loved 
fIim, and would have all to come uuto him!"f'lf in 
the day of their sours \'i
itation, even as in the day of 
his personal appearance upun eal.th, when he said 
unto those Je\\ s which Letie\'ed on him, " if ye 
continue in my word, then are 
'e t11Y disciples 
indeed; and ye 811311 know the truth, and the 
truth shaH make you free. They answered him, 
we be Ahraham's seed, and were never in ùon- 
dag-e to any man; how sayest tholl, )Te shall be 
made free? Jesus awnvered them, verily, ,'erily, I 
say unto you, .whosof>\ er committeth sin is the 
servant of sin; and the sen'alJt abideth not in tbe 
honse for ever; hut the Son abideth ever; if the 
Snn therefore 
hall make you free, ye 
ha1J Le free 
ilJdeefl :" (Joint viii. 3 t. 3t. :1:3. 3-1. 35. 36) tlm
 
:S
lewiug hy the most conclusi\'e cOlllpari
on, that 
no title, grallt, or sl1cce
sio(J, ever did, nor 
ever would, gi\'e any claim or right to the divine 
inheritance, further thall as tlwy were mafIc free 
from sin, which the Lonl alone can ()o; who 
hath said, that sin should ine\itably exclude from 
his favour, yea, eVPI) a-.; he saith," veril y , verilv 
., , 
wbollioe,er cOllllIJiUelh :sin, i:s the servant of sin. 
, 
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'and, JJ(:> Sf'n':1/1t ahidef II Ilot in the hon
e for ever," 
(mark .!lat.) " hilt tile 
I)IJ al)idelh e\'t
I'." 
r\nd BOW if we ('anl!ot see tit is, it i
 because we 
wilfllliv close our ('veSt bet-'ÍlIIJ' hit\\' the Lord COIl- 
. eI 
 
dps('ellded to reasolJ with t).o
e Jews, \\ ho claimed 
f!;f) lJIe I '.iug to thelHseh ('s Oil account of the :0;0- 
Jt.nJlJity and 
alldity of the law, and the promises 
of God wade nJJ(o their fatht'r
, sa)/iug " we 
k now that God 
pake I1nto 
] oses ;" (\\ hose child- 
rell and SI1('('f's
ors they \\(:'rt-'.) hut the Lord so 
Sf'\ erel)' strl!c'k at th(>ir I'ot:eu, J)lasphf'lIJol1s coufi- 
delwf', that he sallh, " J know tlaat 
'e are Abra- 
ham's sped," (aud tl1f'Y wCle zealous of the law,) 
Jet, " Yf" arp of yonI' father, the cle\il, Lecause his 
lnsb )'e do ;" and beeill
, that IlOlJe call set U
 free 
(rom his lusts, hut CII r i
1 alolJe, would it Iwt Le 
3
 dang-('rous HO\\', to 
light 01' rejpct his free 
pi1'Ït, 
HUt! depf'IHI "POII allY Ulall or thill
, a
 it was for 
them to have 
ljg'htt'd his appearalJce. ill the 
body, hy tht'il' att3('hmcllt tn old outside thill;,!'s? 
a:;d no\\', is it Iwt hiÑ g.racious ]alJ
'llag'e IJllto (ill 
"ho belip\p ill hi... coming: ill the spiril, that, if 
they ('olltitltw tl!t'l't ill, (;H't'()rdill
 to his promise,) 
1ht'v should bt> made I'll t-': ;111.1 ('<.111 any say that 
tl ey il..ne t:.
id) in Cl1ri
'. who do I:ot believe in 
!he . pl'ollJi
e of t!,e pou,.jll
 fnl"lh of hi
 
pirit 
'Ipon all fl('
h, (1)1' IIp/lll mal'ki,HI. without clistinc- 
tiOB or re
pe("t of p(,I'S():i
,) wI iell was an especial 
c.
(.('t of his t'omillg? it!!.1 if any belie\'e not in 
the f'tIt>rt of Li
 el'mtn;..?, 111'\\ t'all tlley say, that 
they Lelie\ e ii.J CIJl'i
l? \\ oulù uot that be like 



251 


sa
'in:!, I helie\'e, and yet I helif\\'c BoHling? seeing 
that .Je!-1t1s saith, "it is the spirit that qni{'keneth,' 
the Rp
h pronteth not hil1g" (.fohn \'Î. 6;J y- 
I am the more earliest ahout this partÍruJar, 
hecam
e that it is very easy f,U" a g."eat I1ln1titnde 
to say, "we IH
lieve ;" ypa, and to flf) tnailY 
thin

, for eH'n IIero.1 hf'ard John 
1adJy, and 
did lIlany thing...:, aud exp,'esserl a 
reat desire to 
jipe Christ; hut what flu-'ll? he would tIot part 
with his Lelo\ pel 
ill"', nurl so set all at Hought; 
and now, many are sayi!J
 a deal ahont faith in 
Chri!oot, )'{'a, ami doing many thiu
s, hut it is 
quite another U1attPf [.W us to believe that Christ 
is what he is, for that is his name, e\ en as the 
Lord who eh:lngeth not, sait! unto :\i,
se
, "hell 
he 3ppeared to red..em }:o;raeJ out of E;;
'pt's 
hondage, he sairllJllto them ahrongh I\lost>s. " I am, 
that I am, thitoï is my uame;" (Lmt Pharaoh !\.J)cw 


· A-:, for allY who uow claim a line of "ucccssion from the Apostlt's, 
t!Jou
h ac("{)niin
 to mcn. whu are ilft
r the flt'sh. de
Îriu
 to 
bring the peol)lc illto sue'h b:mdaf!{', as to bow down to the abomi- 
nation of tlH'ir fictitious geul'8111gies and tradit/OIIs; lel them see 
to it, fur God \\-ill uoll>e mockt'.!. 
ho hath (If'elared. that sin 
.houl<.l in
vit..hJ)- exclude from h

 hl)u
e; II<1Y, hath he 1I0t said, 
that II the servant aJ.id"tI, nol in. lhe house t()r f'vef, but the 
'":n 

Lideth ever1' (Joll1l viii.) Awl sfcillg Umt Jl'SUS temailìs (or ('\('r 
an hi
h-rriest over the hUll!'(' of God, (Neb. x,) \\:/1) arl thou ILeu, 
that would u
urp his JHcw:-:ð.lÏvd And s"t'iug tlm' It is Hlc glolY 
of Christ's I\illgrfom, that he "oull! IU"L.C' hi:; a.el'VIt' frcf' ÎJ:fit.t'ù, 
\\ ho aft' )e l!1t'1I th"t "nuld ht' L'roll
ht itatu L(llI(h,
l' to an
 wallt 
f01l11l any tbing I cnd ))Jufe to tilt' disnol'nur of Chrd, tl1l" Prince 
of Lift' anti of Peace>, (lr lo the ()egrad<lliull of I:ii pco:))e 1 
L J
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}JÎm not hy that name, and so was hardened;) and 
it is written. that he that cometh uuto God, the Re- 
deemer, (who s
id to the Jews, " bf'fore Ahraham 
,vas, 1 am,) BlUst believe that he is, aud that he 
is a rewardf'r of them that diligeutly seek him." 
(Heb. xi. 6.) 
\Vherefore, if ye l,eJieve not that he is, and that 
he is all and an unto the (wlie\'f'r, away with yonr 
pretension to faith hi Chri
t, or in what he did 
and suffered, aud is in hea,-en, aud win do here- 
after; hilt if ye helit>\'e that he i
, ye must know 
him (ill meaf..ure) by that name, alJet he is not an 
unknown God unto surh as so believe in his free 
spirit, even that he is now standing at the door, 
disposed to make you free, as he was those Jews; 
for now hf' saith, "hehold, I stand at the door, and 
knock, if any man hear IllY voice, and open the 
door, I wiJl come ill to him, and will sup with him, 
aurl he with me," (ll.ev. iii. 20,) let us mark that, 
(if any man heal. my voice, and open the door,) he 
does not say, if thi
, or the other orders of men, 
hear my voice, but if auy man, &c. and therefore, 
if any refuse to 
tanrl open to the manifestation of 
bis free spirit, like as the Jews did, in that day 
wherein he would have gathered their children 
together, hilt they would not; and now in Jike 
Inanner, if Wf' wonJd not, If't us beware Jest we 
charge tlw Lord with heing the author of that 

tate of hondagp, whirh we may hring upon our- 
selves, by oe!'iring" to Le in bonrlage unto the out- 
ward court worship. 



263 


And if we say, that there is no better, (or purer) 
condition in store for the belie\er, would not that 
be to charge the Lord with slackuess concerning 
his promise uuto thé last (or gospel) days, seeing 
that to uphold such thilJg's fur filthy lucre sake, is 
an abomination? and 
uch as uphold them are in 
bondage to the elements, yea, and in bundage 
unto sin, let them ha\e ne,,"er so great zeal, yea, 
e\'f:'11 though their zeal mi
ht be like that of Saul, 
who (hefore his eyes were opened) bestirred him- 
self in g'reat fury, in favour of the outward court- 
worship; but alas, alas, can thùse who nphold it 
at this day, say as Paul could? viz." I obtained 
mercy because I did it iglJorant1y." 
And \\ hell h,is eyes were opened (by that great 
mercy,) immediately he cOllferred not with flesh 
and blood, bllt was obedient to the heavenly 
vision, though he lliight have had much 
reater 
reason to confer with flesh aud blood, than 
any now-a days can plead; as he might have 
reasoned upon the solemnity of the law of 1\;10ses, 
with the authority and antiquity of the Jewish 
nation; the numerous genealogies of their fathers, 
prophets, kings, chief priests and scribes, &c, all 
upon his side, and lie tenacious of the law in 
which he had beeu educated; but immediately 
he left all, aud ga\'e up to the heavenly tision, and 
so believed God, who made him a chosen ves
el, 
to persuade people, to come and partake of the 
like precious faith, that they also might be made 
free, as he saith, the law of the spirit of Jife 
in Christ Jesus, hath made DIe free from 
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the law of 
ill aud death; alld at the wind- 
illg up of all. he saw throng'lI the saUlt:' spirit, 
that there ''I,'as a crowlI of righh"'oll
uf'
S laid up 
tì)r him, (miud that, the CiO\\'1I was righteuu:-;lIess,) 
,,,hirh the Lord, the ri
hleous judge should g'ive 
him, and lIot to him ouly, but untc\ all them also 
that I(He his appearing, (ii. 
lTim. iv. 8.) 
Oh! how well would it be for many, if they did 
10\ e the appearance of that which wonl d smite 
thf'm down to the grounù, e"en tile light of 
Christ, which alone could shew them, how that 
ail the career of the old man, tendeth to hondage, 
and Ilorlf' Lut the Lord Jesus can set free there- 
from; who saith) I am the trllth, and the truth 
sha'lI make )'01.) ti'ee; so \V
 UJay see, that it is 
the law of tbe 
pirit of life ill Christ .Jesus, \\ hich 
n1aketh f.-pe from the law of sill aud ùealh, allu 

o, free from cOllferring with ßt'
h and blood, and 
from the fear of mall, \\ hjrh Lringf'lh a snare; awl 
80, if the SOli shall make yon free, ye 
hall be 
free indf'ed; free from all that geudereth to IhHH1- 
age; free froll) the euljrll'g' 1\'ords \\ Ilieh 1H
I1'S 
wisdom tt'ad1l'tJ. for HlLhy lucre 
dke; atHl fO, 
free from tile :-;PJ'pent aUf! his wisd Oln, aud from 
the ClllluilJg (Taftili'-'
s, \\ herehy I1H:'1J lit' in wait to 
decf'iH
 31ld to bt-'g-nile 1'1'0111 tile silllpli('iry which 
i
 ill Clll'i
t; from all of ,., hie!., the SOli should make 
free, yea, frt'e f"olll words wilholillite, and \ ain repe- 
titious; as he sai
lI of the heathen, lliCit tlu-'y thillk 
they ::-Ilall be lat'ard fOl' their lUuch bpeakillg; 
(1.'Jlalt. \ i) aud chargeth his di
ciples ,. IJOt to be 
Hke unto tbem, fo!" your Father k.uoweth what 
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"things ye ha\Ie need of he fore ye ask him ;" and so, 
if the Son make you fn.e, ye 
ball ue f.-pc illdeed ; 
frpe to wait UpOIJ the Lord wiLhout distractiou, 
aud to recei\'e \\ ith patience (or meekness,) the 
ingrafted word, which is a111e to save the sou) ; 
and so the Sou should lltake 
'ou free indeed, free 
from sa
 iag, "ho shall ascelJc1, or descend, or 
go OH'I' the st'a for to bring the word unto us, 
(that we lHal heal' it and do it,) f01' the word is 
\'t.:ry nigh litHO Ilwe, e\ell iu thy heart and mouth, 
(filJet UOl J.(-'yond tlte s,"-'a,) (Deut, xxx. Rom. x ) if 
thou ('ollld
t hnt belie\'e, and so hear it, anò do 
il; aud that is tbe one in
l'f,ifled \,'orel, whieh 
wouJd make free fl'om the many wonls of mali's 
in\,elJtiolJ, and free from going over the seas, after 
the words or o{'crf>es of great men, who have 
committed fOl'lJication \\' ith the kiugs of the 
earth. 
'Vhat shall I say, is it not enol1
h, that the truth 
should lIot oilly [Bake free from sin, and aU its 
Cowsf'quellt hondage, hut \\ 001..] also make free 
unto rigJ.teou:O-IJf-'
S al1ft true 1)()1i!lP

, the cud of 
which is e\'f'rlastillg lif
 r aSHI 
O, if ilH' SOil shall 
luake you fn>e,) e 
llall he ti'l'e iudt-.eò, )"t'a, free 
to helie\ e arid fPcf'i \ e the gift of God; a 1)(1 as 
e\'f'I'Y olle hat" received the gift, e\f}1t so to minis- 
ter the salnf' otle to aw ,ther, as goofl ste\\ aJ'd
 of 
the m3uifold gra
'e of God, (i, jJ(J{('I'iv 10.) and 
so, fff'e ill t he 
I at'e aud gift of God, tlmt if allY 
thing be l'eH}all'd to oue that 
i ttt'th I.y, let the 
first hold hi:s peace, alld nle other sht)uld be free 
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to speak in the congl'egations, as in the apostles' 
days, (i, Cm', xiv. 30) so all that are iu the trnth, 
are free in Christ, for if the SOil shall make yon 
free, ye shall ue free indeed; frpe to worship God 
in spirit, and to have no confirlence in the flesh, 
( Pltil. iii. 3,) neither ill allY thing' that is of the 
flesh or will of man; then should ye be free in- 
deed for to give God all the glory, to whom it is 
only due, yea, to ascribe uuto him all the praise 
of sustaining many of you under various tedious 
toils and pri\'ations in this life, antI so should be 
maòe free from ascribin
 any thing to yonr own 
luerits, or to the works of mall, beillg free to 
adore the providence of God, (whereIJy ye have 
been sl1
taiued, and enabled to endure your allot- 
ment,) whose care is even toward the fowls of 
the air, and every part of his creation, yea, he is 
kiud to the uuthankful; how much more then, 
unto such as believe in his power, to redeem froln 
that bondage nnùer ",hid. the whole crealion 
groaneth? if haply they continue steadfast in the 
bope, waiting for his r-;pirit, whereby alone we 
('an cry, Ahba, Father, (RO'Ill ,iii) and seeing 
that many of you ha\'e suffered sorely under that 
bondage throl1
h which the creation halh groan- 
ed; 1 h.n:e often felt strong and anleut de- 
sires for your complete emancipation, not only 
from under the power of priestcraft, but fronl 
every obstrl1ction which may stand oppo
ed to 
to )'Ol1r li\'ingly and expe,'imentål1y adoptiug the 
1an fJ 'ua rr e in ,'our own ex p erience, eveu that" God 
. 1::1 . 
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hath choseu the poor of this world I'ich iu 
faith," &r. 
But if ever ye hecome rich in faith, and htlirs 
of the promise, rememuer that ye are uow told, as 
ye may ha\'e often heard, even as)le may read in 
the holy scriptures, and by the light in your own 
consciences, that ye must fear God, and gi\'(
 the 
glory unto him, and not unto man, and take heed 
unto his word nigh in the heart, which the apos- 
tles preacherl, eveu the word of his grace, which 
is able 10 build you np, and give an iilheritance 
among the sanctified; and that is the universal 
,vord, which briugs into the 1II1i\,tlnml spirit and reli- 
gion of Jeslls; aud so it is no private thillg, neither 
is it of mau, but of God, freely otfe['ed unto all; 
and therefore, if )'e take heed unto that free uni- 
"el'sal word, ye should not be saying,-who will 
ascend, or <.1escend, or go o\'er the sea to bring the 
word unto us, or to Lrillg the d
cree8 01' council 
of great men, that we may do them? for the de- 
. crees of men are particular, and from some private 
people or natioll, uut the worn of Got.l is uui\lersal 
and illfallihte: hut alas! how narrow and fallible, 
are the words and decrees ofm
n, especially those 
of great men, who may have drunk deep, yea, he 
drulJken e\ en with the deceit, subtlety, and iu- 
tl'igue, which is practised by the princes of this 
world, who knuw not GOtl ; and if snch say they 
know him, would not that make their case the 
mnre desp
rate, and your case also. who build 
them up in iuiquity, by giving them a sort of 
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honol1r, which ne\'er Lelol1O'ed to anv man eW'In 

 . , 
(lp
il'illg; to be in honda.
e to them and to their de- 
crcp:,:, as if rhe Lord had altel't
d hi
 miuù, aud 
did now dUlse sliell as them, lwfol'e the poor and 
d(>spis
ct of this \Vorld, thongh rich in faith? all(1 
would it not bf' to thil.k of the Lord as we would 
of corrnpt. men, that he should also, (Iikc oursel \ e
,) 
),a ve resppct to the 
1'eatllf'SS, state, or 3uliqujlY 
(if'iJUY people, UJtÍOIJ, or order of men ?* 


· The Lor", who knew how prone we 
re to be looking without 
for that which is to be fouud within, hath warned us to bcware of 
such as say, see herc, or see there is the people, or the place, "here 
Christ i
 to be found; he chargdh us not to go 
ftlT them, nor 
follow them, fpr behold, (he sailÌ1,)" the kingdom of {jorl is 
\\ithin you;" and as the lightning that 
hilìet.h from the ea
t unto 
the west, so shoulrl his coming be; thlls settin
 forth the ulli\,('fsal- 
ity and efficacy of his spirit, )'ea, ('ven as .. from one ("wi to the 
other nnder heaven;" and as he would have nunc mistal\en nilles'S 
tht') \\iltully close tlwir eYls; he Shl'\\S when> it is to be lound, 
s<1Jiug, cc beholct, the 
ingdulll of God is within you
" anct so 
\VdruS m a
ainst lookin
 abro ui fur it, or g(,ing after such, õiS say, 
" 10, it is here, or 10, it is there," (Mattht'lc, xxiv. Luke, xvii,) 
Cuuld an
 lan,l!u3!!e mort> powerfull)' \\ am us a;;ain"t dq)endin
 
upon such as say, tl.at the l
no\\ ledge of Christ C<111 only be found 
bere ar tlwre, in "Ullie certain place or liati(;n, seeing that he him- 
self sai:h, that it is only to be found \\ithin, even re\.e
lt'd in nnm 
by the spi\ it of God, who is a spirit, am} must be \wr!ohipped in 
i:,iril 
IItJ ill Imth; and that is the Ollf' free universal rd i 2 i o n , 
\\ hich h(- wüuld set np, (as n..fellsivl' as from one elld undu heaven 
to the uther l'\Ht thefeof;) alai noi a pri\ate religion, to be rlerivcd 
ffl\1lI !"OIl1e par ticular stäte, nation, or Iwop:e; for surd)' be didA-'. 
set aside old Jl'rIIsdfem, (" hich, \\ ill) her childs en, was ill hCllld- 
age.) ill onter to set us a gazing after l
ol1le, Greece, COII!-tauti- 
Ilople, London, or Cautcrbury, or auy other pri\ale or particular 
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Oh! I am concerned for the poor amongst you, 
(who have laboured aud had patience in yonr 
allutment,) that ye may not be beguiled of your 
reward through a voluntary humility, or a wor- 
shipping of any thing short of the liviug and eter- 
nal God and Saviour, even though it appear as an 
angel, (Col. ii. 18,) or never so glorious in its' 
place, but ala
 ! if ye desire to be in bondage unto 
that which may be polluted by the deceivableness 


people, place, nation, mountain, OT temple; nay, but in spirit and 
in truth, which is the way of his universal standing religion, even 39 
extensive as from one end to tbe other under heaven, of the spirit, and 
in the spirit, and not of flesh aud blood, nor of the will of man, 
neither of any people or nation; for who would now say, Ihat the 
Lord set aside the seed of Abraham and Israel after the ße"h, in 
order to make way for, and set up, a more carnal succeSiion of 
great lordly prelates, whose fruits shew them to be of flesh aud 
blood, and after the will of man 1 
And the Apostles saitt}, that no prophecy of th(' Scripture is of 
any private interprdation; (ii. Peter, i. 20,;) but by manifesta- 
tion of the truth commended to every man's conscience in the 
sight of God; (ii. Cor. iV.2.) and so will be found suitable to the 
state and condition of everyone that readi in simplicity 
nd sincerity, 
without labouring to know any tbigg, but to feel after the sincere 
milk of tbe word from whence they did proce
d, which would 
\em' to galher the mind into a s
nse of the same life and spirit, 
while all the subtle expositions of men, would only tend to scatter 
from Christ Ùle good shepherd. And surely, that must he a pri.. 
vate interpretation indeed, whkh men arrogantly claim to them- 
selves, who say, that the tree use of the Scriptures should not even 
\..\'generally extend to one society of people, but should be e
'lusivdy 
confined to only one order of that society, \\ ho alone are capable 
to shew the meaning thereof; \\' hat then is heconle of pure 
gospel light and libt>rt) 1 


!rl !rl 
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of unrighteous.nes
 which is in the worJd, and 
the more so, in such as de
ire tbe friendship Df 
the great oues thereof, and what if they should 
even speak lies at their table, (if so be) that they 
flatter g,reat men, and so, practice deceit, by hav- 
ing their persons in adlnÍ1'ation because of some 
advantagp, yea, e\'en men, whose very best grace 
IDay be futl of filthiness of deceit, which the 
Lord abhors.? and if ye should depend upon such, 
and he partakel's of their deceit, rather than rely 
purely and simply in faith, npon the Jiving God, 
would it not provoke him, to withdraw his ligbt, 
grace, and free spirit from you, bec3ufi;e of 
unbelief? whereby ye may be robbed and, spoil- 
ed of the reward of your patience and long 
suffering, which reward is in store for all who 
love the appearance of our Lord. Jesus Christ, 
who would not only make all that helieve in Ilim 
free indeed, but gh"e freely of the heavenly trea- 
sure, where nothing can corrupt nor destroy. 
But let none decei\'e themselves hJ' 
m}'if)g, that 
they believe ill , and love his appearance (in per
 
fection), while they desire to be in bondag-e, and 
are doating after, and looking abroad, for the ap- 
pearance of thE- decrees and council of great 
Jnen, becanse uf their exaltalion, or hi
h renown 
ill church dignit)" while they seek their portion 
in this life, de
iring to be thought 
reat and good, 
and fe" he c
neit of men Rabbi, &c, even such as 
the Lord cried wo unto; and how can llI
n say 
in truth, tbat they love the appearing of Jesus 
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Christ, who sa1th '\Vo be unto the very thing whicb 
they love, 
nd wou1d uphold? ob! the Lord is a 
God of truth and of righteousness, and if ever ye 
know him and love his appearing, this is the 
name hy which ye Inust know him, even by this, 
" the Lord our righteousness;" and if ye Jove his 
appearing, ye must love righteousness, and hate 
iniquity, and then might the Lord be called 
'our 
God, and ye his peopJe, and not otherwise; for 
now his law is not to be written upon stone, nor 
his temple built with hands; but he writes his 
law in the heart, where he builds his temple without 
hands; and that is the 
lory of his building, even 
that it is his own work, though man would disho- 
nour him, by taking the work iuto his own haud, 
QS if the Lord was not able to effect his own pur- 
pose. 
And if tbe scripture saith, that "he is not a 
Jew, which is one out ward1y; neither is that 
circumcision, wbich is uutward in the flesh, but 
he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circum- 
ci
ion is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in 
the letter, whose p.'aise is not of men, but of 
God; ( Rom. ii. 28. 29.) how ll1uch more then is 
he no Christian, who is only one outwardly, in 
the letter, and not in the spirit? anù if t hey should 
bp seeking the praise of men, and looking' after 
111gh and exalted stations in 1 heir churches, in 
order to be thought somebody amongst men, 
hath not the Lord said, 'it.oe be Ullto suc/I. ? and if we 
f:.hould desire to be in bondage uuto them, evell 
such bondage, as to fear to examine wllt
ther these 
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thing
 are so, how g.'eat would he our condemna- 
tion, seeing that we are commanded to heware of 
tuen, and know them by their fruits, and to prove 
aU things, and hold fast that which is good? 
and now, if we should fear, and trust them rather 
than God, what think ye, will it serve the turn, 
to thrust away a1l seriousne
s, by calling it reli- 
gious fanaticism alaI innovation, or 8uch like derid. 
ing names, as the wise scribes, and outside Pha- 
risees, (who were in the deceit and self- security,) 
called our I 
ord and his followers? 
1'he Pharisees were exercised in outside things, 
and all that look no further, go into the broad 
way which leadeth to rlestruction, and Ill3ny 
went ill their way, but the Lord and his followers, 
insisted upon au inward work, a heart work; to 
ha\'e the heart made honest and good, that so, out 
of the good treasure of the heart, they might 
bring forth that which is goorl, as he saith " thou 
blind PlJarisee, cleause fi,'st that which is within, 
that the outside may be clean also," (DIal. xxiii) 
and that is the straight and narrow way, which 
leadeth unto life, and the Lord saith, few there be 
that find it, but lie caJls a1l, to come into the 
straight and narrow way, which is the way of 
true liberty and freedom to all that go therein; 
and he Ïtnites all who lahour and are heavy ladeu, 
to come UlJto hint, and take his yoke npon tlJem, 
th:1t so he Illi!
ht gi\ e them rest; oh! that is 
the L!f>"
ed mystery, hi.1 fl'om a1l the great, the 
\lise, aud prudent of this \Vúrld, who thiuk that 
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they are free, even while they know not what free.. 
dom or bondage is, being too wise to know either, 
for, not being in the narrow way, (in which is en- 
largement,) nor ha\ iug- taken the yoke upon them, 
which maketh free, the}' know it not; it is fool- 
.ishness unto al1 who seek that without, which is 
to be known within. 
But it is the poor that my heart yearns unto, 
with earnest desire!ìii, that they may know for them- 
selves, the Son to l11ake them free, that many of 
them, who are the poor of this world, may be 
rich in faith, and heirs, &c. aud this hint I may 
lea\7e by the way, that if)'e be rich in faith, ye will 
have the signs thereof followillg; even that any 
deadly thing, which ye may ha\7e drank, should 
not hurt you, though ye should vomit it out in 
great anguish, when in faith ye behold Him 
whom ye pierced, and know his blood, which is 
gi,,'eu fOl' the life of the world, and Ly his' faith 
the evil spirits, yea, all evil should be cast out 
now, as really as he cast out de\'ils ",hpl) on earth, 
and he would loose that which Satan had bound; 
yea, the dead should be rai
ed, and a uew life 
and sensibility received, \\'hereLy ye could say 
indeed and in truth, " now speakest thou plainly, 
and 8peakest no proverb; hy this Wp believe that 
thol1 cornest forth from God," &c. or like unto the 
Samaritans who could say, " HO\V we helieve. 
not because of whal other8 ha\ie said of him, for 
we have heard him ourselves, 
uHI know, that this 
is indeed the Chri
t, the Sa, i..lUr of the \\'orlcl ;" oh! 
that many of tbe poor among
t) ou, 'h::t.e so loos... 
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fI!-d from the bonò
 of men, as thus to beconie 
rich in faith) aud ti eeheirs of the lingdom. 
I have IUOllflì
d 0\ eryour state and condition (at 

easoll
) for (uore than twenty y
ars, ,,'ith stroug 
.desire:s, that noue 
llolttri bt>guile )'ou of the re- 
o\\'al'd of your lahour, palieuce, and per
e\'erance, 
and that ye might be preserved from 8scribiug 
the cause of Jour heilt
 
o sustained, to any thing 
of man, or to any righteousuess of your own, but 
110tO the Lord alone; YFa, and if j'e should 
have to acknowledge, that numy of you, ha\'è 
been a stifl:necked pf>uple 1111tO this day, should 
ye nut thell. dt'pply pOlldt-'I' tlte calise for which ye 
may ha, e been so susfailleù, eU'1J through dh ers 
sore trials and privations, for many years, though 
$ome of it, ye may bave IJI'o(:ureò Ulltu your 
selves, by your own unfaithfulness? yet, seeing 
that )/e have been so 
ustained, i
 it not for some 
wise purpose? and if that purpmse shoutd be, 
that the offer of his luve {Bay yet be extended to 
you, ill yet a larger IUPHsnre than heretofore r 
And if a more glorious day, even a day of re- 
formation should yet be ofJè..ed uuto you, beware 
that ye thrust it not away from you, so as to proH
 
.yourselves ullworthy of such a blessing, e\'en 

'hile ye may be anxi,msly careful about that 
which may do you no sen ice, nOl' render you ca- 
pable of heing n
efl)l in the world in your present 
tit ate 
 hilt Hutt a reformation ye may yet witne
B, 
and that it ma' lPI :<prin
 ont from amongst you, 
8ti did before. I.y kuowiug him, that ",'ould muLe 
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you wiser than a1l your teachers, which would he 
your great

t e:101'Y, and tnJest, yea, (e\/erlasting) 
interest, et:en thongh no\\' it may seem so exceed- 
ing grie\lons 
o yon, for to thiuk of thorongl11y 
amending your \\'a)s and your tloil)gs
 by ceasing- 
ft'ollJ man, and 
eekia
 the Lord rOI' YOIH'sel ves, 
while yet ho may he fouud, and callillg upon hiln 
(in faith) while he is near, that 
o he may 

he\V what he would hale yon to do; who hath cho- 
seu the poor of this world, who are rich in faith, 
and heirs of the kingdom "hi('h he hath promised 
to them tbat lo\'e him (James ii. 6.) 
A,nd seeing that rnany, \\ ho have 1J0t on1
' pro-- 
fe
sed the refurmation, but ha
1 also known some... 
thing of his appearing, hath turned aside after the 
love of this p,'pseut world, aud 
o prove themselveS' 
unworthy of that unspeakable blessing; that some 
of you, IUdY \ et leave )'o-ur mountain, alJd look 
IJpyund the height of all your outside worship; 
yea, look unto him who saith, that now the true 
,"'orshippers slMlI worsiJip the Father in spirit 
and ill truth; that so, ye nJa)' Yf't more wortliily 
f>1'ipouse the g'loriolis cause of the Redeerne-r!s. 
kingdOin iu the soul; which lUany that so pro- 
fessed, have wofully let fall to the gronllrl, as res. 
peets theJHselve
; and seeing that the Lord will 
raise up a people, to shew f()rth his praise, and 
magnify his power and the greatnps
 of his gl'élCf' ; 
oil! that ) e may Bot withstaud, or let slip, his 
glorious in-gathering, hut .Imt many of yon, flJay 
yet prai:se h.im, for rii
 IOllg forbearance to )'OU 
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w
U'd. by rpreiving llim, who stands at the door 
knockin
J that ye may not stont it out to the 
Jêist, but open the door, that he, who is the heir 
of life, may be let into his own inheritance in you; 
)'pa, that ye may knock, that so he may open 
unto yon, to yonI' un
peakahle felicity, and final- 
Jy, that he may he glorified, when that e}e is open- 
ed in yon, which can behold his long forbearance 
to you ward. 
And that i
 the eyp, that can behold Jerusalem a 
quiet habitation, even the eye that can see the new 
Jerl1sal{'m, which is free, and cometh down from 
God out of hea\'en; )'ea, and that is . he f'ye, 
which can see, how the old Jerusalem is now in 
bondage with her children, and all her outside 
things, the work of men's hands (in religion;) 
which the Lord abhors, who will only appro\'e 
his own work, e\i-en his own righteousness, the 
,robe that is made white and clean in his own 
blood, (his pnre life slain from the foundation of 
the world.) aud so prepared for an union with 
himsrlf, who is the htad of her that is free, with 
hel' children, (though ill outward tribulation or 
afHictiolJ,) and none is free be
ide; for he only is 
a fref-man, whom the truth makes free; and so, if 
the truth make yon free, then are ye free indeed, 
and t1wst' alone, are the I
ord's freemen and free 
wonwlI; who can pray iudeed and in truth, for 
his kiu
dolll to come, that his will lIJay he done 
on f'arth as it is done in hpa\'en, aud that the will 
of mau, with all his dark earthy dead works
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may he jndged down, hy Hln1, who is tIle prince 
of life aud of peace, which though 8laill, )ot't is 
ri1';en, and hath all POWt'1" iu hea\t:'n and earth; 
who will come to judge all that appertaius to 
1\lystery, Bah} 1011 the great, the mother of har- 
]ot1';, aud ahominatiows of the earth, in wbatsoever 
'n
til)n or sOl-iet}'; for that spirit, \\' hich hath so 
lOll!! held a reig'l) uf bondage and death over the 
plll'e life in the 
()nl, is to be cast into the lake of 
the wrath of God, that it may nnt always deceive 
the lJatiolJs, aud hold them in chains of darkness, 
but must be judg'ed hy him that i::, the judge of 
quick and (lead, that his Saiut.s may rejoice and 
give glory UlitO the Lamb, the Lamb that was 
slain, and is worthy, thus to judge, who is the first 
and the last. that li\'eth, and \Vas dead, alld lives 
for e\'ermore, to WhOUl with the Father through 
the Holy Spirit, be dominion and glor
', and 
may his own works praise him, world without 
eud; Amen. 


" 


N N 
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SECTION IV. 


An eat"nest Appl'!ll to the Rulers if t!tese Realm!; 
c'1minr; jrml't one of the mell'1l,est of their Sub- 
jerts, 'Ielto ferventl!J desires, tliat the!! may yet be 
ordered aright, even, in 1"(s;llleou.ness,-lhat so, 
grace, mercy, (1nd peace 'may óe multiplied 
amongst them, and tlte naa01lS o
"el' 'U"kiell tllf1Y 
preside" 


OR! yc Rulers of th
 nations! see that 
'e 
rule for God, and for his honour, and IIlIto his 
glory, whic!1 shonl.t rerJollnd to your solid peace 
an(1 comfort, while all tÌle empty frothy praise 
mad ad ulatioll that men ('ould heap "pou 
'on, 
would only teud to \'a!lit
7 anti ,'exatiou of spirit: 
what a\ nils tll(> pomp and honour of this world 
which passeth a \\'3 y like a drf'am, the a \\ akenillg 
ont of \\ lli('h, "0111(1 be in fearful amazement, if no 
gooJ acco:mt can be gi\ en of YOUl' sleward;>ihip ? 
How a \"';111 i
 the ('3..;e of tilt.> I1lljll:-;t 
f{'\\'ard, who 
wasted IJis LOIït"s 
nb:4ance? which, though it he 
of deep 5'piritual in:pol't. llIay al:-;o apply to the dis- 
pü
iug of the things of this \\'orlci, of wl)ich the 
Lord, t he po
"es
or of hea \ en aurl earth should 
}}.n p th
 prc-eUlin(-"IIf'f', aud unto him ft.ference 
should be haJ iu all things, that so, in his fear and 
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dr
ac1 ye mj
ht g'()vprn; "1nù first of a1J, ns good 
examples in tlw :-,i
1 t of the peorle, which hhould 
lead into true moderation in all tI'i
J6s: but if 
the rulers shonlJ he seen to \\ P5
e and pen ert 
the g'JOd thing
 of ::JC creation of GoJ, Ly rUlH1Ïljg 
into tile pow pd ::nu] valiitif
S (Jf ttje wodd, 
would not tht> C\ il influence of their- example, 
ha\ e a powerful tendency to r.oll'npt tIle Nation 
hy emholdpning the people ill iui(Jnit.y? aud 
P, if 
t hey should pro\ e themselres uufaithful in the 
temporal steward
hip committed to their trnst, 
would they not therehy IWO\'C themselves unwor- 
thy of the Lord's endurin:; substance, even of the 
true richps aud ri,-
l.teol1snes
, which is the portion 
of the pure heart, au
1 the good conscienc
, of 
faith alJd lo\'e unfeigncd, "hereby the heavedfy 
trcasure may be laid up in t I:e ha
 "Ijich \V
xfi h 
not old? and that sHch treasure Illay be the por- 
tion of the rulers of t
1(':;e realms, is my earnest 
fen ent desire; even for all whL} are in authority, 
that so we may come to lead a quiet and peacea- 
ble life, in all godliness and IlclJe
ty_ 
And moreover, lie must be a thoughLless sub- 
jeet, or void of right ulJderstandill
; in such mat- 
teI's, who is not aware, that the ùuties and res- 
ponsilJility of those in a l lt hority are exceeding 
great and arduolls, 311(1 tltat a nation may be said 
to owe mnch iudcf'(I, unto the It.JCI S \\ hn go\'el'n 
ri
hteonsly in the fe
H' of Gotl, aud so order 
the affairs of the state with a good conscience 
toward God and man; such ar
 \\ orthy of all the 
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Iiononr and esteem \\ hieh is dne to their pl:lce 
alld stations, howheit they have only doue that 
which was their duty to do, which would he rewar- 
ded with the crowl) of solid aut! endllrilJg: pf'ace, 
far olltwei
hiu
 all tilt' glittt'I' alld pomp, or the 
treasures of this wodd, \\hich (at hest) are Lut 
tHOrneutary and 11IH'ertaiu. 
How exceeding great aIHI high is thr-lt trust, 
which is committed nuto the rl1ler
, who go\'el"U 
sneh a nation as ElJ
laHd (allf! the realms attach- 
ed thereunto,) illa
lIInch êl
, that alliollg
t the 
1H1l11erOIiS iuhahitallts thereof, thf'I'e are \ pry many 
precions, tender, enlighteued minds? and I hope 
also, that alllollg
.t those who go\'ern, thel'e is 
stiil a good thi :I
 ill some of thei I" h('arts, 
partly for the sake of which, the Lord hath 
lengthened their (Jay, and 
pal'ed 1he state 
hitherto, e\'f'n while his wrath was re;Hfy to kindle 
and break forth, hecause of the mixture, Yf'a, 
even Lecanse of tIle def'eit whic'h abound amollg
t 
them, iUSOllHlCh, thÆt lIJal'Y a preclout5 sonl, adores 
his mercy, in a sense of his g-reat forhearance 
and IOIl
 Sl1fl'el in
 nuto ns-\,,'ard, (e\Iell "hiJe 
other lJalions had been 
()rdy smitten,) \\ hid. 
hath not heen according' 10 anI' dt-'sprt, Lilt ac- 
cOI"cling to the lHuhitnde of his JlH:,rcies, and as 
partakers of such grpat nwrf'Y, the people at 
larp:e llJust he lìwllldf'n ; Lnt whilE' we adore hi,,; 
mprr.je
, shaH \'\'e dare to forget his judgmelJts, 
whi('h are )'i
hteo"s a1t()
elhel', sf'f'ing' that he 
will iu no \\ isf' acquit the g:llih
', except t)wy re.O' 
pent and amend their \\ a)'s aud their doings? 
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nnt how 8 hall I attf'lUpt f'Vf'1l to ton,-.h npon 

l1ch a slIbj,'ct, who am hilt tllI"I', and call hanlly 
compare myself to a \Yo.'m; f
)I' I Sf'pm ouly like 
dust; and if I 
h()lIld 
ay allY thin
. it looks like 
Cl') ill!,! out of the dust, .HUJ ont of i he grm:ud, 
anti :shall theJ'f'fore aim at hf'ill
 
h(trt as J et-'II, 
and may briefly colttille Ihe
e J'f'marks to one sim- 
ple suhject, which 1 know "ill appear (to lHo
1,) 
the fruit of p"n f'r1"e rl1delleS
 alld ignorance, alld 
may be thought the wild 1'.1\ iug of a poor busy 
ulI!':ettled hrain; y('t that Ulay uot exclI
e Hie: I 
wi
h weB to my cOllutry aud tile gnVel'lltllf'lIt, 
and I am lIot iWH::>IJ.
ible of the ,'aille of "u
 rOIl- 
stitnlion, so fHr as re
pects tl-u-' 
ellf'ral ptÌ\ ile
e 
and liberty whic'h we elljoy, I mean (.tho\-e all,) 
that lilH"I,ty of cOlIscif"l)cf' which we lWW Plljoy, 
heyoud what W('> }'('ad of ffH1IJer times, 01' \\ hat 
nJaY be at this day in lHany other cOlllltri..s; so 
that I (10 lIot kllow "here lhere i
 allY nation 
more fa\'onre.1 in that re
pf'C't; tlaat it has oneil 
appeared to 1lIf', tllat tl)(-,:...f' realms ha\e 1)pf'1I spar- 
eel, Olt af'f'onnt 01 t!:(' h.1eratioJJ allo\\f'<Ì to llw freß. 
f'xf'J'cise (If tendf'I' C'omwif'IH'f" t<H\ Hrd (
od, \\ hieh 
I Iwlie\"e is so far aCl'ordi.Jg" to his will, that lie 
hath lIot )'f't 
i\eu liS IlP as a pn'y to thn
f' lJa- 
tions \\ hic:h ha \ e _ m;1nil

ted 1.,ss r(lgal'<j for I he 
f!'f'f'dom of tellder con
ciellcP. 
Neve..tllt
le
s, there a)'(
 ypt ItHII1V thi!),J's "hieh 
. . 
 
lie heavy 011 the lalld, beC':'HISf> of which (lie crea- 
tion gro
n"Ì e\Jell U))to this da
, whit'h [ II:

Y not- 
attempt to eUlIIIH:>I'<1le, )'et 
llall ofter a few 
Ïiu. 



282 


ple hints npon one slibjr'ct in which 1'ery much 
ßlay be inv(:herl, as it ha\ h appparen to me (for 
ITJauy year

) to be olle great canse of hea\ illes8 
. and dinmef,s of 
i:.;ht; and I lwlien:' \\ ill he in- 
c-reasjtl
ly a cam
e of perp
e;\.ity, aun of dogging 
the wheds of right gO\ ennnent, so long- as the 
e\.il remailt
, hecause I helie\ f\ au(l what if I 
s!H.'uld say, that] hà\e felt the righteons contro- 
"f'l'sy of ilea\ en goiug; f
JI th a
aim,l it, in
omnch 
that I fear, uuless ye amend, al1leutl your "ays 
aucl yonI' doing-s in that respect, t
ìat plagues aud 
perplexities will fuilow, 3!1.J tlaat ye C31HJot s{ e 
to I'ul(" fu
 the Lord in bulh and righteouslIPss, 
o"er his greát nation and peop' e, unli I ye first 
do rig-Ilt ill tl)is matter; yea, put away the evil of 
your doiat;s i!l this resp,:.ct; seeing' th3t ye want 
dean hau(h;, for men of dean hands shall grow 

troilger, e\en thuugh the ri:'ÌJAlious should rage 
and cast np mire aad dirt. 
And this know, 011 
'e rnler
! that it is no 
light 1
)aHer to ,'ule snrh a nation as England, 
v. here t l ;e Lord won;d have a grt>at and a right- 
eous pp{\plf', that 
1lOdll shew forth his truth 
and rig"llteowmess, )'ea, shew forth his praise 
Ullto the udtioDS afar otr; hut if they follow lying 
valJitif's, mlfl so pJ'()\ e themseh es Ult worthy of 

H('h an high anJ holy caUing, he can Llaðt aU 
their O1f'aSlu....s 
l1Hl their projects, and rai:o;;p up 
a reople (to 
hew forth his praise,) even from 
am ()I I'" the dark and heili
htert nations of the 

 L1 
eanh; for tLe l.ord will hare a great people: 
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and this know, t!lat the thi!J
 that is grent, 30(( 
goorl, and I'i
ht in the 
ight of (;od, duth not in 
any \\ ise consist in the pomp or greatll( ss of thi
 
world, but in truth alld ri
ht('onsness, \\ hich 
ahouLi bear rule in the I'ight onh-ring of the affairs 
of this wodd, (yea, even in temporal and slate 
affair
;) and the frnits of righte(,\1saess call oilly 
be brought forth ont of the hot.est and 
()od 
heart, where thf't'p is a Ineasnre of trlllh in the 
inward parts, which the lotol'd ha1h respe('t unto, 
who cannot he deceived with speeiou
 fal
e pre- 
tpnces, hut iu his own way aad time, "ill rend 
in pieces all fal
e co\'erings, even though tlwy 
should appertain to things as hi.
h as church and 
itate. lIe that hrf'aketh tile rock ill pjece
, and 
rendeth the moulitains, wiU rend fa!:"e coverings 
in St1U(h
I', and makp manifest the COPusf<ls of the 
hearts: and i: i
 his li,.;,ht alone which can shew, 
that the heart of luau is th\ceitful abo\'c all thiu7,8, 
aud it is his. power alone th.1t can plough it up 
o as 
to make it honest anti good, \\ hich all th(1 power 
of the pl'inn.", of lhi=, wurld ur the wisdom thct'cof 
conld lIe't'r do. 

riu:'I'f>fol'e, uh )'e rnl(1n
 mHI hpacls of the 
natiou! be not Ulockers, Jt'st lOUl' hauds he made 
strong, hut 11(:'31' what is said unto lot] as ont of 
the ,'ery du..,t of the ea
th, f..,r the Lord hath 
po- 
ken (mto yon 1I1aay W3)'S, not only hy his convic- 
tion in your cOllsciences, hut al
o by his jIH1
- 
meuts aud tendf'r mercies, and hy t!U) fI.-ead rl11 
iihakiug of the I'od, could )1C hut hear ltim, who 
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I hf>lip\'p would still 
I\('\V 

reat lJJercy, if 
'f' did 
nufej
.tl(>dly ITpPllt alld altlelld 
 nUl' \\'H)'S 
nd 
ym:1' tI()illg'
; and it 
ef'm
 to he 

al(.d "pOll my 
luillfl, that 
'e call1lot. thorong'ltly anwnò 
 0111' 
wa) s atHl your doillg's. IIlIlf'
s p
 al'f
 made willing, 
jin
t of a!l, to take heed awl Lewan:' of Co\'etons- 
UPS
; yea, to ('ease from co\'etou
Il('f'
; aud tltat 
j:-; the snhjf'(.t I aim at bril1ging: 111fn \'Ìew, wlH-'re- 
UpOI1 ] 
hall of
er a few 
impJe hillt
, 3tH.I t'xpEet 
to cOlJtilJe (Iwse remarks (prillcipall
) 10 thuse 
things \\ l:ich are 1 hf' fruits aud eflect of Co\'ptons- 
IIP
S; but shall tr
 to he \ t'r)' short, as I am wen 
3\\'art:' that milch has heen said ahol1t it, thon
h 
J fpar to \ PI') lirtle purpose: 311tl jf they wOlllt1l1ot 
))eal' í he wise mell, (\\ 110 ('au 
pea k, alld 1...110"" nHldl 
of the
f' 1hillg
,) how 
hollid tlwy hear the fool, 
who calillol sp(-\ak. and knows nothing; of 
tale 
a HilÏrs ? uor Ita\'.. ] t>H'r hf'PI) a nae(tdh:'r, or a busy 
hod
, not e\PII so IIII1('h 3S to rp
HJ IIP\'1"-p
p{-'rsJ 
which the
' that kuow HJ)' maUllel' of life can hear 
111(-> \\'itl)t'
s 
AIHi yd 1 ha\-e a 
el1se, aut! a lnilld, that can 
((--el, aurl d('('pt y (!qllon-' tht-' 1'Ota1p of 1 hings in 
those "cry highly fa\nur,-'d ()et oppres
pd) na- 
tiom
; and rqwat. that it i
 UI
 fixed h--lipf and 
CIIII\,iclioll of mind, that if e\ el' the fl11el's ..rdflr 
thill
s a..i
ht, in the Iru(-' fpar aJld dread of tt,e 
Ji, illg" (;0(1, 1 hey UlIÞ..t p.ty I1lI1ch l(-'s
 to tho
e 
""ho rille anti manag'..> "If" afi
til'''' of the :-;tatc than 
they t.:t\t> (Inllp, (or uow (10,) that so,lht> t'ult>I's 
Jnay (iu lhe Jirst place) she\\' fOI't1J a gooù example 
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ofmodel'atÎOI1, temperau('e, and honesty; not using 
tJleir power as a cloak of CO\ el OIl
IWSS, or a IBf'3nS 
to ag'
..alJr1ize tiaeuisel n
s hefore ti,e peüplt>. like 
Ihe flld. I,catl)f'f} rulers, who were 
o "Iiud, él
 to 
tljiuk, I hat true hOIlOIll', sf r
lIg-th, and cI igui1 
T. ('Ou- 
f'i..ted in worldly pomp allf! show 
 
u 1hnn
'llt 
Herod, who (\\ iLh his weB of war,) set the Lord 
at 1I()IJ
ht. 
It seems like as if it had hPPIl thon
ht hi!!l.ly 
hOlaollralJle, alld a wa..k' of gH->at 1ulelit, HI:d of a 
),i
h prjucply milld, to 
IIO\V forth g...--'at 
I\ill étlul 
tle},.terity in wa
tilJg the 
ood creatllJ'{)
 of God 
upon their 'm
'odly In:-õfs, after pride and vaiu 
glory, alld so, if lhey appeal' lIolal.le ia destroy- 
illg the 
ood things of Ili
 f'rf'atiou) oil! tltell, Ihey 
are exalted alJ(l eXlollt'd, ami l,wkt'cI lip to as 
nwn of rauk awl taleut, fit f () 
()\'erlJ, 
f'eillg that 
d)(')' know how to waste lhe creation of God, aud 
de
ttuy his 
ood crt'atlll'e
 with a 
I'eat grace; 

uch are called tIIell of rauk, fit for hig-h 
fa- 
tions, alld places of great trust, ami 
o must 
haw:> their thousands a Yf'aI' in proportioll to !'u('h 
nmk; because they ('i
play (whétt ill Bahd is 
called) 11)1:> nohle faculty, of \\'asriu
 aud dp
tl'oy- 
iug God's creatures with a g"I'pat grare; and 
morocver they mnst be trn"t-wortlty, alul {I'IalifipcJ 
for places of hi
h trust in tllf' 1o\trttc, 
f'
in:; that 
th(..y lH'ver yet scrnplerl to takp a IIlhat W:-iS ntlèred 
them, which pro\es thf'1II to have "irtllP.. like the 
covetous prif'st
, who ('ould nevpr ha\ e f>lIo I 1gh. 
1.\ ow suppose the conduct of ), our great conD- 
o 0 
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cils of state, should speak a language like this, 
(though they might cieny it in words), what thiuk 
ye? would the Lord own and enlightf'n 81ldl 
assemblies, 01' guide them hy his counsel, by gi,'- 
illg them llis good 
pirit to instruct them, as he 
did unto the Jews under the law, whereby they 
were designed to be examples of righteousness, 
aud e\'en to make war with ilJiql1ity, and tù 8how 
forth his glory, and the riches of his grace, and the 
power of his dreadful name, Ullto the heathen far 
aud .war? and if so much was looked for from the 
Je\\ 
 unde.. t lIe law, e\'en ill that out ward di
pen- 
sation, of t
rpes and figures, wherein the law was 
written I1pOIl stone, and the tf'mple built with 
hands, (\\ hich was a 
hado\V of the g-ood thin
's 
to come,) how much more then, i
; ..equired of the 
Christian, and the government which should be 
set np by those who profess Jesus Christ, the 
suhstance of all type
 and figures, whose temple 
i
 made witbont hauds, his la \V written iu the 
hcart, and his 
pirit in the inward parts, \vhieh is 
tlw promise unto his own, to the eud of the world? 
and thousands at this day can testify, that he is 
not slark coUCel'l)iH
 his promise, which they wit- 
ness ftllfil1ed l1uto them, and in them, according 
to their mca
al'e and the obedience of faith; and 
can any thin
 short of a measure of the samf 
spirit, light ánd grace, (which COIllCS hy Jesm 
Clu'ist) qualify men, and enable them, to rnlt' 
and gOVf>ru his people in righteollsuess, aud t{ 
orúer all thin&s committed to their care (in tht 
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creation,) nato the glory of God, by whom a11 
things were made and createfl, aud by \\ ho
e 
wist10m they must be ordered, if they are ordered 
aright unto his glorJ ? 
But do not all such rulers di
honour Christ, 
\\ ho run greedily after gain, so aR to take aU that 
was offered to them, and want great euormous in- 
comes, twice as much as should Le needful? which 
al
o might have a tendency to makr- themst-hes 
and families, high and wanton in the world, as if 
they supposed, that that should gain them res- 
pect and esteem; and have not 
lJch thought it 
lleet1ful, to look out for the g-reatcst and most re- 
fined school:s that can he fouuel in Fahc:I-l1o I1lat- 
tel' what the expense may be, provided that they 
should be learned to practise djs
illlulatiou with 
such ease, as thongh, it was lwtural to thCIII, ar:d 
so, get wrought upon, as by a sort of hal,i! ual eu- 
chantment, so as 110t to be d i
turhed by llap g-..eat- 
est sin 01' abomination, hut to apïJpar as happy 
amidsl the deceitful works of Satan, as if it Imd 
been the truth uf Cod, 110 maUer to them \1 hieh, 
pro\ ideJ that all be tSet off" with (\\' hat they eail) 
a gootl grace and snp

rior st)'ll
? tllat 
O, \\ IJen- 
evcr tlJcy should filld occasion to .che'it, 01' in 
other words, to lake ad vautage by illtrigne, they 
may be qualified to counterfeit the higIJl

t air of 
sincerity, and greatuess of miuc1 aud tateHt.; now 
I would a!::ik agaiu, what think )'e? could 
mch 
wisdom in statesmen, Lear rule for tIle la
tiug 
good aud felicity of a natiou, or 101' tlJe glury 
,f 
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,Jesus Chri
t, ,,110 8aÌIIJ, I am the trnth and the 
way, a:](1 he abhu....: hll mauuer of deceit, (whidl 
is of Ihe de\ il.) 111 whidl a 
tafe can He\ er pros- 
'WI', tllllt
SS it he to lift it up, that 
o the fall 
th>reof lIIii!,ht he Ilu' gTeater? for the jl1dgmeuts of 
(
nd \\ ill a
sllrf:dly o\'ertake snch \\'urk
, with 
e\ery 1"(' (.)'t' 1 :,..ilJ; ê1ud IIHt.\e a d{>ep 
Pll
e IIpOI1 
my 
pil'it, that the Lord is provoked hecause of 
the
e thjll
s, wlli('h spr'
ad darklle
s e"en at 
this day, whf'u li:,:.!at sllOlIhJ be aJ'it5ill
, 
Aut! HOW respeclillg that wisdom, which teach- 
el h, tlaat grt">at enormous revenuf'S, (illr.reasing 
\\ ith time, and estaLlislted lay \ aill ('IJ
tom,) 
should be ..pedf,,1 and good, for the hOilour, ad- 
vantage, aud security of tlu:> state, aud good 1'01' 
the rilleI' 01' statesman, \lho Iliay rect-'i\'c snd. 
al)(ludauce lJeymld me:umre, what thìuk )'c? 
from \\ laeuce cowet h 
1I(;h wisd om? is it not fnull 
beueath, e\'en earthl
', semmaJ, de\ i!ish? for 
if it be out of the heaH'itly Hloderatioll, \\ hid. 
should appf'al' l1!ato nIl mell, is it uol therefore 
earrhly? aud if not frpe from CO\ctollsl1eS8, it is 
so fat selJsllal? and Sf), if a (It'stn))'ing p
'illcipll', 
is it not de\ ilisla ? and may lIot over much wealth 
dt'
lroV :;im to \\ 110m it is gi\cl)? ( \\'hich has been 
, L 
proH.,.1 ill a fOi'lner sectioll;) aud f.ir
t, may it not 
dt':-,tl'oy his ill
e5rity, if he sholllJ recpi\e much 
mon'thall is ri
ht to be paid fdl' allY certain ofiice 
in t I If' 
! ate? can snch be 
tl'ictly called an honest 
umn, w'w gels teu times more than he e.uus or 
needs, and 
'et never refuses, or reports it to be 

oo 1l1uch? 



289 


I know that Wf' ma\' he toItl, that hoth cnstom 
aud ('OIiHIlOlI lI
age \VIii aCf)lIit him thoroughly, 
bllt the cJ1wry 
hould 1)(.., whether conscieuce 
woulc( al'll',it him if duly atteuded UlltO? anti 
uo
", as it !"if'emS ltt'edr,,1 to u
e some singular 
1113111ler of spee('h, ill ordel' to excite atteution to 
the SlJltjt-'('., tllPn..fnre, if 1 may he allowed to offer 
a comp:ui
nll, (tl.ough it may only sene as au 
il1llstra(ion of what. r aiuJ al,) I woulel 
ay theil, 

nppose that a lI!f:'rC'IIHut, fanuel', or' IlJechauir, 
.shuuld do. cU' supply with t!leir w:.tres, ill a case, 
"herei.. lhe recei, er II!Üdlt. lint kraow the real va- 
hlf', (IUtl Iwill
 of a liheralwilid,) shpuld say
 I 
ha\e heell so or so milch hellpÍÎlf-'d, and theref,-H'e 
offer h>1J ti'llt-'s the real \'allw; thillk 
'e, that slich 
nJPr('hant, &('. "oilid he thought all hOlJe
t wan, 
to I'e('( i\ p su('h 
ll'p'",;;:, kno" jllg' that IJis heucfa('- 
tor ('oHld hine been as well !Supplied for one tenth 
of 111f
 charge? 
Hut I canuot eutel' int.o Iltal;Y particular
, wlwre- 
in 0\ er lilliCh, lIJay tead to tilt, f!e:oitJ'll('tinu of him 
to ",how it is 
i\ t'lI, hO'.v t1lat it I!li""ht litt him np, 
so as to cli
qllali(v him for ruling ÜI l'ig'hle
)lJslJess, 
alld in the t"t>ilJ' of I he Lord; for if he :should he 
ovel'lqadpd witla \'Vpal,lI, call h
 .11..;() hear the great 
\\,pi,.!.'It. of public affairs, wh:L
 his own concerlls 
(lIlY Lt, ton hea \'J aJrpad) ? allel if he has g:oltelJ too 
nmd., alld a lIIiqd cI:spn:-:ed to be drawlJ into lUany 
f()tlli
h alill hurtful thillgs, awl II1
ts, which drown 
Ulf'tl in d(->
t ru(,tioll, \l hile they may lJa \ e pleuty 
of money to uear aLllhe expeuði \ e rounds of parties, 
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operas, theatres, or other expensive vanities, what.. 
ever they ma)' be called? which, though they ma1 
qualify a man, to cringe, caper, decei ve, and ap- 
pear very tine in all his deportmt'iit and reasoning, 
yet may ùe
troy that nohle faculty, '" hereby he 
iihould be enahled to -rule iu the wisdom and fear 
of God, so as to have his ways ordered of the 
Lord, as the good man's ways must he, who is ca- 
pable of ordering the affail s of a state, 10 the 
glory of God, and the good of the public wea1. 
But to COllie plainly aud simply to the point, 
(which I attempt with g..-eat reluctauct>,) let us 

uppo!"e then, that an officer of the state, may he 
allowed tlaee thousand pounds a year, what 
thiuk ye? would he 1J0t be much better every 
way, with only olle tholl8a nd a 
 ear? I 
ay more 
independent-more like a m311, a rational being, 
aud of ('Otln
e, IlW!'P like a Christian, and 11101'e 
hOl1ol1J'at,le in the state? better able to dis- 
charge his trnst fur the public weal, with single- 
ness of heart and cleauliess of bands as ill the 
ight 
ofGoll? now ,,,bat think YP, that a mall \\ ho is such 
a lJo\'ice, or 
o illdol
ut, as not to oròer his own 
private affair
, so as to be able to Ii, e cheerfully 
aud honourably upon oue thou:05aud a year, is 
such a man fit to order public affairs in a great 
reformed christian state? 
Aut! again, SlIppO::o.C an inferior orocer had two 
JJIIlJd n.fi pOt1l1ds a Jpar, would he not, or !Should 
he 1I0t be fnll as cOlUfortaLle \\ith oue huudreu? 
, 
80 that the sOtH aud substance of these remarks 
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Dlay be wound np in this query; that is, \vhether 
ye may not find, choice, honest, efficieut men, for 
all offices of the state? aut! also, whether ye may 
not destroy such men, and m:tke them rather a 
Lurthen than a help, hy fdIse wisdom? which 
would be great flJlly. if )'e 
hould S3)', that the
e 
are bra ve notable meil of talent, and seeing that 
they are men of inte 6 rity, they shall be well paid, 
in order to kec>p them so; and then, suppose ye 
sbould give them five times more than was right, 
aud so make them knaves in the outfit, in order to 
have them houest ever after? what egregious 
fony would that be, to think of preventing the 
hand from hold ing of bribes, (or taking more than 
\Va!'! right ill their vocations) by setting them the 
example of taking more in the first outset? and so 
of course, lead them to spend more, and want 
more Estill, aud so never ha\e enongh, if they 
sholiid he made idle, vain, and co\'etous, while 
they lHight thiuk themsehts quite the reverse, and 
only f\tndy to lUal
e their henefactors think so too? 
311(1 whether by such means, the officers of a state 
might not become a scallnaltherelluto ? even as the 
drulJkell t} the proctors alld theil" ways, are 1J0t 
olJly a sealHlal to the church, but to the \'ery 
natue uf a Christian, awl to the nation, \\' hile tho!oie 
that employ tltem, cannot sep, l.eciJ use they will 
!Jot see, they care not, because they will not care. 
while they get their idol turn sened, no matter 
how; bllt woe be to that state, which should fol- 
low their example. 
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Such doings, IlJi
ht e\en di

g:ra('e thp ag ('s of 
JJf'atht:'1I or pagaJI harharily 01' d('
poti
m 
 Lilt 
hf'ltl'r (I 
 
 
 Wf're (!l-'
i
I!(-'J for t Lt' IJelie\ er iu Chri:'\t, 
IIlIcler tIle lIew co\el/:u:t of Li
 Jaw \, IÏUell ill t:,e 
ht-':tl t; and tJlere i
 110 dOllht, t!le 
('ripllJre pro- 
phecy had aHnsion tn flip outward alld temporal 
urdl'r, as \V..II as the lH'av(
nJ) life ill the Zion of 
tile Iioly Oae of J .,rael, of which it is fo'aid. " I 
will al1-'o m:d...e tllY Omt"
r!' Pl

H'(', and thine f'Xac- 
tf'I'S r;
!llt OIJ
I:t>S
: "iolPlwe shall 110 more he 
heard ill tn) la:,cI, wastin
 1101' de
trtl('ti()n within 
thy l){)rd('r
; hut tholl shalt rail th
' walls sah'a- 
tion alld thy ;.!att.s pl'aist. ;
. of \\ hid. il is also sai." 
" thy Cod, thy gltlr} ;" hilt ala
! aLl:'! what 
ll)ry 
is it lh3t llIau}' ha\ e bee!J scpkillg aflpr, while 
they profess that glorious name? i
 it 1I0t sll
h 
a glory as 
hollid be a shame to any }JPople, 
(e\t:'IJ a 
illflll glory,) ami 
jll is a shamp to allY 
}Jeopte? l
ut it is right"ol1sll(-,:-;
 that exaltt.th a 
lIation; aud haH' alJY of the rlliers 1)(
ell 
i\f'1I up to 
!'1I('h stralJg-e delll
iulI
. a
 to !':lIppOSf>, that the 
grpat and f'xpensi'"e pomp 
HHI :-oltow, which cau- 
seth wasting- alld dp:-;tJ"lwtioll, is for rite g-h>l'Y mid 
stahilifJ of.} 
tate, uow, i" ,bi:'\ 
()
ppl rlay, alld ill. 
a nation profe

il1g- the rpfoJ1l1etl I'pligioll? is there 
any olle P\ ii, \'\ hidl ('()Hld tpild more to the down.. 
fa II of a state. than IH-'ight. and prodiga1it Y in 1 he 
I'lIlers, if they :-;houl() pro\'oke 
he holilless and jus- 
tice of tlU' Lord. hy lht
 evil f'"ample of profuse 
w

liJl:.!.'. muJ iJl\.pnting." many strange wauls, like 
the old ulllJelievilJg world? 
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And if the heads of a nation, shoul(] (hy tbf'ir 
COIH.Juct,) set forth a proflH
e wa:-.tt>ful t>xétllJfJle, 
would not that tend to strcur;Lhen the hdnds of e\ il- 
doers, and emuolden tlw:u ill iniquil)'? 
tlrely 
then, the nig-gard, the sordid llliser, the COllìl1l01l 
mOller'mollgel' of the world, togf
[hel" with tlae 

pf'l}(ltfJl'jft aud the common proflig-ate, lUight 
ay, 
(if so hanJel,ed ill iniquity as to make the compa- 
ri
()n,) " Lad as we are, our rulers are still worse; 
for \\e only hoard up, or destroy, that which is 
0111' 0\\ n, aud otlrsehes wit h it, but they \Va
tp and 
destroy that which is got from nthers, and would 
corrupt the nation by their e"il example of cnve- 
tousuess and prodigality, seeing tllat most like to 
copy after tile great;" aud thns the flood-gates of 
iniquity might ue let loose, aud tlae seeds of war 
sown, which cometh of meu's III
ts; and is not co. 
)'etollsness a Inain hranch of that lust., of which 
cometh wars, wasting aud (Iestruction? and would 
it not be grievous indeed, to see such e\ i1s excit- 
ed by the )'pry people \\ 110 should have stood in 
the g'ap, and been on the LOl'd':s 
iJe, standillg up 
for the cause of righteousness, right rule, and 
righteous order ill the creation? 
So sure as illiquity o\erjoòpreads a land, swift 
destruction follows after, aud though we may 
thiuk the prourl happy, aucl that 
lId, as make 
)jA'"l of the Lonl aud of his fe(.u, mig
1 be spt up; 
ami cannot 
ee, how that 
\\ift des'l'uctioll is at 
tlleir heels, hut UJay he ß3) iug (iu the de
perate 
blindness of the mind,) that such elljoy luany 
p p 
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years of glory and tranquillity; alas! poor soul, 
dost thou not know, that the destruction is in no 
wise the less swift, but rather the more dreadful, 
yea, in as much as the score becomes great, so 
win the awakening be the more tremendous, whe- 
ther it be unto a state of repentance through the 
adorable mercy of the Redeemer, (the larger the 
score, the more bitter the pang,) or whether, fear- 
ful to mention, there should be a going on and 
hating reproof, until given up to destruction from 
the presence of t he Lord and fronl a sense of his 
goodness; for just the same as with an iudividual 
Ol" a pepple, so it is with states and nations, the 
broad way leadeth aU to destruction; and all that 
go ther'eiu, (out of the Lord's righteous circum- 
scribing fear), they go in the \\'a)' of Sod om, Egypt, 
and Babylon, though they should be as hi
h as 
rulers professing tbe faith of the everlasting Gos. 
pel. 
Isaiah addresses his first chapter, to that lligh 
professing people, even to the rulers of Judah and 
Jerusalem, calling them rulers of Sod om, because 
they went in the like unrighteous conrse; (and we 
read, that the iniquity of Sod om, was pride, ful- 
ness of bread, 3lJd ahundance of idleness, &c.) he 
saith, "hear the wurd of the Lord, ye rulers of 
Sod om: gh-e ear unto the law of our God, 
'E 
people of G.omUiTah; to "hat purpose is the mu}, 
tltmle of your sacrifices unto me? sailh the Lord ;' 
aud amon
 their numerous crimes, he saith, " theiI 
p1"Ì
l
es are rebellious, and companions of thieves; 
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e\'ery one 10veth gifts, and followeth after rewards; 
they judge not the fatherless, neither doth the · 
cause of the widow come UlJto thpm; therefore 
saith the Lord, the Lord of [Iosts, the mighty 
One of Israel, Ah, I win ease m
 of mine ad ver- 
saries. and a\'enge me of mine enemies," read 
Isaialt i. and Ezekiel xvi. and Hosea, mentions, in 
the catalogue of crimes among a people ready to 
be let alone and gÏ\'en over to idolatry, that, 
" their rulers with shame do lo\'e, GIVE YE;" and 
if covetousness, wasting, and profligacy among ru- 
lers, was jlHIged so exceedingly hateful and aLo.. 
minahle, muleI' t1
e dispensation of the law, which 
nJarle nothing perfect, why then should 
uch a 
thing be even once named under the g'o8pel, whf're- 
unto the better hope and better things are pro- 
mised ? 
And that such things were hateful and destruc- 
ti,,-e, eH:'(I amongst the Jews aud people of Israel, 
may be 
een throughout the scriptures, from the 
days of David, to the time of Herod; which stand, 
as notaLI
 warnings to a1l; but as I hasten to a 
conclusion, I may barely -notice the case of Solo- 
mon, which should he a warning to all rulers, to 
beware of wallowing in too great abuudallce, Jest 
they be lifted up thereby, 
o a
 to get fulJ, and for- 
get God, and to say hy the manner of their )ife 
aud conduct, " who is the Lord," e\'en though they 
mean not so, yet it is possiLle for the conduct to 
speak such a language, if so be that the beart 
"row fat, thick, aud gross, then they know not, l1ei- 
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th(1r love nor 
el"'e the livin,
 and trne God, but 
the 1JJ1n(1 ()'oi'I()' iuto the earth ( ovpr which the y 

 ::, , 
sJlo1Jld ha \ e kept dominion in his 10\ e and power,) 
in the earthy mind they love and f'erve earthly 
thing
, \\ hjell I)('come illdee(1 theil' go.ls, \\' hich 
the hpart 
oPs afff'r, wlwre tIle creature j
 
f'r\'ed 
IDnI'e tllan thp cl'f'ator, (who should Le God o\er 
all), hu', hy goiuJ onl of hilol hpaveu))' onler and 
dominion, tlwy l(\
e the 'rile dominion o\'er the 
earth, which g'Pts dominion OVf'r !';uch, and that 
is tllp root alld ground of opprelSsinn; :11111 it is 
also the 
ralHl root and ground of all idolatry; 
"Iwa'p the 100'(ls aud god
 m:HIY are Sf'Hf'd and 
worshi[
pf'd ; for \\' hel'e tlte h<-'arl is, ma
 he call....d 
thpil'IJea\t>Il, and that whieh is lo\'ed most, is 
their g-od. 
I.. the example of Solomon, we have a striking 
and inslrndi\ e lesson, which if WP could read, 
should it not wan} liS tHorp than all his wis(lom 
aUf) )Jl'overLs ? tlaea e \, e h:l\ e a st!'ikill
 model of 
the \\ eêlk&le
..; and ill
taltility of hunmn nature; 
and how dc>cpilflJl the heart of mall i:o', that (\\ hilc 
111H:lmngt'd) it catl&lot he trllsted, though ne\er 
o 
di
1)
tieJ aUfI hhdJly fa\ ollrl'd; pro\ ilt
 at üllce, 
the ilJdispeusahlp 1Ic->('e
sif y of a thol'( .ug-II change; 
as saith the bl{-'s:sed Redeemer, " 
.... must he honl 
ag-aiu" -\""1S f'\ er man 01' prince more favoured 
than S"IIJIlIOII? \\' 110 was the SOli of Va \'id, and 
to whom tlu=- Lord appearf>d, to illstrnrt antI 
eXI'iff' to \ irllle, auet g'.He him wisdum and ill
pi- 
ration from abo\'e, Lc) ouù other men; admouisl
n 
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ing him also with prpcÏnns promises and fearful 
thn'atf'lIillgs ; MI d II On::O\tT, lIe \" a
 Ln;mght up 
UlHlpr 1lte acfllinuitiou all(1 care of hitS father Va- 
"irl, \\'hosp ..ar
 e
attlple he had hefore his face; 
and llis ear heard thp teudt'r, Jet faithful rell'OI1- 
strallces of that father aud mall of Go(f, \\ 110 had 
pl,'aded n j( It hill! on this \\ i:se; "aud tllon, Solo- 
mO!l III)' sou, kno\\' llwn the Gud of thy fat her, 
aud 
f'n'f' Him \\ ith a perft'ct heart 3nd \\ ith a 
williup: miud; fOl" t he Lord 
f'<frdlt", h all heart
, 
and nuder
tandpth all the ilHagilJ
tjolls of the 
thol1
ht8; if thon 
eek him, he will be found 
of tht'e, IJnt if thou tt)nmke him, he \ViII cast 
thee off for ever :" such was I ht-' marUler of I"pf'erh, 
ill which he had heen a(lmoui::;hed by the swcet 
p
almist of Israd, who had bpen chaðtened for 
his own slipping, and lo\cd the Lord'sjllclgments ; 
saith, " the God of ISJ"ac I said, the rock of I
rad 
speak to HIP, he that rult'lh o\'er men mlJ
l he jll:-.:t, 
rLlliu
 iu the fear of God, &e:' (ii, Sam. xxiii. 3.) 
" but the SOIlS of Belial shall he all of them as 
thorli
 thrust away, &c." (JTcl'se 6.) 
And yet we lIIay see, how that same Solomon, 
(who \Vas so highly favoured,) snft"ered him:se1f to 
Le swallo\\f'd lip by the ahl1lHJance of wealth 
and spleudonr, that Ilis mind became 
o hefooled 
and darkened, as to fall a" ay into the ahomina- 
tions of Eg-
Tpt, 1\loab, <flul AmlUou, alJd the snr- 
rOllndilJ
 11<<:: a 1 hen; 
o that the Lord'
 HUg-PI' Hurl 
judg-Illeutfol "ere ùenolillced against his ad IIll(:I'Y 

nd idolat.'y) who al:;o t\tineù up ath 
l'sarics uuto 
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him, so that "eng-eance seeme:-1 treading upon his 
heels; yet tI
ere is great allowance to be made 
for Solomon, (I dont 111ean allowance for his 
crimes,) hut for the great pitch of worldly splen- 
dour at "hich he arri\'{\d ; he Leing the man of 
peace, who was to build the t.emple made with 
hands, which was to surpass all the buildings in 
the world, in wisdom, glory and order; being a 
figure of the tenJple made without hands, which 
Christ Jesus the heavenly prince of peace, would 
raise np, -the fullless of whose grace, should snr- 
pass the glùry and order of the temple at Jerusa- 
lem, as that surpassed all the buildings in the 
world; and still more, for Solomon in all his glory, 
was not to be compared to the lìl1y in Christ's lo\v 
vaney; \" hile they that exalt themsehes and re- 
ject his 
race, are sure to fall as Solomon" 
l\Iy object in bringing this case into view is, to 

he\V lJy comparison, the grpat danger, may we 
not say, the sure vengeance and destruction, which 
rulers and people draw upon themselves, (and 
upon nations), by 
reedily coveting afte." the 
",()a1th, pomp, and glory of this world; which, 
if Solomon, with all his wisdom, could not bear 
without being corrupted thereby, who will now 
say, that they can bear it Letter than him, who 
\\'as under the peculiar care of IIeaven, from 
whence he was warned of snch temptations? but 
he would uot he forcEd, f'0I" that would be con- 
trary to the unchangeahle coulleil of God, who 
calls for a free \\ ill, seUing good and evil Lefort' 
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man, and his election is accoròing to tbe cboice, 
even uuto his own seed, which brings 1ight and 
conviction iuto the conscience, which can chuse 
life. 
And seeing that Solomon coul(l not bear that 
prosperity, which we cannot call ill-gotten wea1th
 
which flowed in abundance, as by a miracle, yea
 
and for a great pllrpo
p, and under the care and 
protection of an approvil'g' God, who ga\'e him 
wisdom and largeness of heart, to seek and sene 
bim, and would ha\'e been found to his prf'serva- 
tion, if he had not forsaken him; alld therefore, 
seeing that he fell into strauge ,'auities and evils, 
his case stands a warning to aU who seek after the 
glory of this world, or trust therein for strength 
and stability, insomnch, that if men would not be 
warned by sHch a case as Solomon's, it UJight be 
said, that they would not be persuaded, though 
one rose from the dead. 
Behold it in all its hon"ors, not only what befell 
himself, and how he sowed tbe seeds of rending 
the killgrlom of Israel from his posterity; (aud 
how far it teurled to the reIHli:tg from the kiugdonl 
of hea\'en, i
 ouly known by him that kuoweth all 
things,) but \\<e may al
o hehold hi$ cl'ime
, as 
if wl'iUen on the forehead, (setting forth a luons- 
tel' in nature,) (01' the ages of the world to read 
and be alarmed; 
'ea, his own hand seems to 
write unto us as in the hittel'ljl'
1) of rpnwrse, as 
if he had fclt the flame of divine wrath kindled 
against his l'e\'o1ting's ; he saith, I hated life, lJecause 
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the work wrong1Jt is 
rie' ons unto me: hear him 
exclailHill
, " all is v::lllity; vanity of \'3lJilies, all 
is valli, y alld \'t";\ation of 
piril." )'pa, 3S if his 
wisdom had IJ('PII lllrllf'd illto madllt'

 aut! fol1
' ; 
It would seem a
 if lit-' had e\ ('II I',lsherl iutu .rt\.\d- 
JlPSS and folly, to try to flIlH1SP a ;!uilly conscil'l1ce, 
or allay the heat of that fhulle which hi
 cri'lles 
had kiucllf'd, (hut that could ollly arid flld to 
the firp
) and what madness and folly could 
equal that? he conld tell by woeful expf-'riellce, 
that," to the 
iuner God AiH
th travail ;" and 
winds up the condll
ion of the \\ hole !Hatler, 
calliug' npon us to fear GOt) aud keep hj
 com- 
DJallclmelJts, \\ ho would bring e\ery work illto 
jlld
mPllt, with evel'Y secret thing. 
Aud thus, an.oag-st the donets of ens:1mples, 
'" bose h
i.rllts admo/li,h n
 to be\'\ are therE' 
l'f'IHS 
no case more Fig
ldl than lJis; \\ hose ('rimes ap- 
pear to he faithfully recorded, as a "a:"nillg to 
hot h princf's and snhjeC'ts, to bewarE'? that the 
Iwart hf' not stolt'li away I,y the alHmdance of 
tlJis world's alJllring IJaits, \\ II(.Jrehy the mi'ld 
uti
1at he flra\\'lIa\\a
, to join ill affi.ctioll anrl affi- 
nily, \\ ilh the mauy elliÏcilig ahomiuatiolls of the 
cflrth, IIJOl'e 1I1I1Hf'I'()I1
, and as rorrnpf. as all his 
\\i""f s and (,()II('lIhiflP
; \\ hidl is a striking- fb'nre 
of that whir-h the 
pirit of this \
 odd It-ads juto, 
when joillf'd with, l1udt'r the domiuion of tit(:' mis- 
tress of E
Q pI, atHl of :\lysl('''y, B:tltJlot) the 
great, thf' Mother flf Harlots aud ahominatinw;: of 
the earth, whose ueceit, aud the hlthiue:ss of her 
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forllication ùra \vs down iuto the pit, while 8he 
holds in hf'r hand, a g-olden cup, all gilded and 
g-littering with plal1siLJility, though hrim fnn of the 
filtltilles
 of her f(,rl1icatìon, to defile, stnpify, and 
make all drunk who touch it with their lips; 
and it seems that Solomon had allusion to that 
womau, and to the wine of hel' cup: when he was 
a wakened to a sense of the horril>le effects there.. 
of, he saith, " her house is the way to hell, going 
down to the chambers of death; her month is 
smoolher than oil; but her end is as sharp as a 
two-edged s\Vord; her feet :{o d own to death; 
her steps take hold on hell, &c." and of her cup 
he saith, " look not thou upon the wine when it 
is red, &c. at the last it Lileth like a serpent and 
stingeth like au adder," see (Proverhs ii. v. and 
vii, chapters.) 
\\'hich also agrees with what John saw coming 
upon Ulany in the Christian world, as we read in 
the xvii. x\'iii. and xix. chapters of Re-velations, 
concerlJing the domiuiolJ of l\J)'slery, Babylon 
the g.'eat, . the l\'Iother of Harlots, (who sits "pon 
the scarlet coloured beast;) "with WhOD) the kings 
of the earlh have committed fOl'ui('ation, alld lived 
l1eliciously \\ it h her; ahd i1wy that partake of hel' 
sills, shall receive of be.' plagues, for her sins reach- 
ed unto heaven, aud God rememhered her inif)lIi- 
ties, and sailh, reward her, even double Ullto her 
double according to her works; and how ruueh 
she glorified herself, and li\'ed deliciously, so 
much torment and sorrow give her; for she saitl1 
Q Q 
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ill her beart, I sit a Queen, and shall see no sor. 
row; thc.'efore shall her plagues come; death, 
aut! mourning, and famine, and 
he shall be utte..- 
I}' Lnrned with fire; for strong is the LOl.d who 
judgeth he.'; and the kings of the earth, who 
bave committed fornication and lived ùeliciou
ly 
with her, !Shall bewail and lament, when they bhall 
see the smùke nf he.' b H"1I1 r lg ; alld the merchants, 
and ,.,bipmaQter
, who were made rich by reason 
of her c. }!'-1Iiness. !Sla,,11 Wf1ep aBd \Vail, saying, alas, 
alas, that great city, t.lmt was elothed in fille linen. aud 
purp)p, ann scarlet, and decked with gold, anù pre- 
ciùus ....tone
, an(f pear1s! they bhall cry, (when they 
see the smoke fJf he.. Lllruin
; and all things which 
were dainty and goorlly dep
lI.ted from her,) 
aying, 
bow is S3 g.'cat richp
 come to nonght;" but hea- 
ven, alH] the holy apostles, shoul.l r
joice, wl1Pn 
God avenged them 011 her; who hath ears let 
them 11f
ar. 
All sorf'f'I'Y ann fornication, is of 
f 
'steI'Y, Ba- 
Lylon, whethe.. it Iw spiritual, or of the fle
h ; 
atHl that is a gn
at mystery. (01' great i
 the mys- 
tery of iniquity; i1ntl tho
e thillgs, allnrle to th
 
state of self seem.ity, in which the carnal Christ ian 
glories, while in full unity with the VI orIel, and 
(Jpcked with all the splendour, yea, even with all 
thei.. reli
ions ordinances, wbieh, though it he a 
great myste..y, }'et see how simple it is, that even 
the uahe, who will see, may see, that it is all. 
(whetlwr ',-ithiu or withuut,) of the lust of the 
flesb, the lust of the eye, and th{1 pride of life, for 
out of this g.'cat n1Ïstress of lust and pride, is 
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hrought forth a II that corrupteth the earth, and 
bnrtheus the creation, and fills it with disorder 
violence and oppression, yea, both in the tempo- 
ral and religious world, what monstrous births 
have been brought forth by that mistress of lust 
aud pride; yea, aud not ouly among kings and 
potentates of the e.arlh, but even amongst patri- 
archs, popes, ancJ prelates, of various professions, 
in the religious world s9 called? 
Alas! how hath the mind been blinded by 
that earthly wisdom and inflnen('e, which (even 
while profe
sing the Gospel of ollr Lord and Sa- 
viour,) hath corrupted people alld multitudes 
and nations, from the simplicity which is in Christ? 
whose commandments should have been fulfilled 
in one word, even LOVE; yet through many hurt- 
fullusts, which they that will be rich full into, and 
even a lu
t after forbidden knowledge, and the 
pride of life, wherein men love to have the pre- 
eminence, 1110re then they loved the Lord Jelõ)us; 
what eud less coufusion hath been sprearJ o\'er 
Cluistenrlom, by the craft, suhtlety, and intricacy 
of theil' many invelJtions, which they called 
christiall faith? when carll31l)' minded Illen took 
upon themselves to Inake faith for the people, 
which of COl1rse proved to ue unbelief) scping that 
tlJey did not believe the serjpture, whiéh saith, 
that Jesus was the author and finisherofmen's faith; 
but when men we'nt abont to make and finish faith 
and p:ospel onJinauces, we lHay see how 
God confounded tlwi." wisdom, and madf" a shew 
of them openl)' before the face of all that cho
e 
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to open their e
'es, who may see, how they 1'3ve 
rUlI into as strange whimsies, as e\'er Wf>rp invented 
by the Ht>athen, aud so, set up a main' branch of 
idolatry, which became a snare, Lo churches, 
tates, 
aud uations. 
Even as John foresaw, the whore sittin
 upon 
peoples, iHHlllluhitudes, and na
ions, alHI tOllgues; 
and tlley C311not see how they dishouQnr Christ, 
Ly settillg' up as in the place of God, to be the 
authors of men's faith, and still worse, to father 
their moustrous opilJiolJs upou the revelation of 
the glorious Gospel of God our Sa\ iour, "hile 
their ve.'y deeds prove them to be carnal men, 
and their wisdolu of the serpent whieh beguiled 
E\'e, that now beguiles frolll the simplicity \\ hi('h 
is in Chri
t; but that wisdom can ne\'e.' kno\\' the 
name, uor the uq
nLer of the beast, aud all that 
partake of the goldpn cnp of IU)'stery," Hab\ Ion, 
are sO stupifieù ai;d bewitched .hereby, that they 
caullot percei \'e those things, now that they are 
come to pass; although the Apostles foresaw, 
and forewarned us of e\'ery tittle thereof
 IOllg 
before they came to pass. * 


· Alld nen as re
pects tempOlal3, how have people, muItiturles, 
and nations, with the rulers, turned thiugs up-
ide-do\\ n, pel v
rt- 
ing the right "ay of the Lurd, in what they ('all the reJigious 
world 1 for \\ hile tht>y say (as rpspects the Gospel) th<tt tbe labou- 
rer is wortby of his reward; their reward has been, to nl<lke the 
Gospel as chargeable as ev('r the) could; yea, even \\ hill' they 
quo'e the Apostle, who saith in i. Cm'. ix. 18." what is my reward 
then 1 verily that, when I prcdch the G ospe!, I lUay make the 



305 


And wherefore need we man'el, that men who 
went ahout to make up a faith and command- 
ments fot. the world, should first ..ejt'('t the faith 
and command of Christ? which is, that we bt-lieve 
in, and fear God, and lay not up for onrsehes 
treasures on earth: Lut the great whore had no 
regard for slich as keep Christ's commarHlments ; 
there is 110 such article in all he.. crped, thoup:h he." 
moot h is smoothe.. than oil, saling;, Lorrl, Lord, 
and :\1 aster, with a specions profes
ion of Christ; 
yet 8he disdains all that would keep his commands, 
and that faith wbich Jesus is the author and fi- 
nishe.. of, while she embraces in her bosonl, such 
as first break his command, and seek to lay np 
for themselves trea
ures on earth, atHi such as 
are presumptuous, auc' go ont of his fear, to de. 
vise ordiuarH
es, and make faith for other
, and 
know not the faith which Jesus is the author aud 
finisher of; that th
y pass over and make it to no 
effect; and in the room thereof, set up the COIll- 
ß1ands of men; affpcting to be \Vi
e ahove what 
is w..iUen, and 
O, made up the most snhtiJe confu- 
sed thing that ever (tppe
retJ ill the world, which 


Gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse not my power in 
the Gospel;" could any language ,more (Iecidedl) assert,. that to 
make the Gospei chargeable, would be to <lhusl' his power there- 
in, which 110 doubt was a lu:avenly pO\\'t'r 1 Lut alas! how diffe- 
lent hath it been with all the gain-sa)us and \\ ist.' men of Bab) lon, 
who are such strangers to the hea\'clily reward 01 tile Guspel, 
. that they look for an earthly rew.mi 1 aud how have the rulers 
huilt them up therein 1 
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they call faith, though neither themseh'es nor any 
other 
'an tell the meauillg thereof; which yet 
t}wy would have esteemed as jewels alld ordinan- 
ces of iucslimabìe \'alue, that 
o tlwy themseIves 
too, lUig:ht be thought some gl"f'at ones. 
And thus rejecting the ('olHmands of God, they 
set np the tradition of men, \\ hel'eLy tht.y scare 
the people, aud cause tilem to err, and to break 
Clnist's command, by fearilig themsdves, ilJstead 
of fi
aring God and k('ppill
 Lis cOllllHaudments ; 
which is, to 10\'(' and fear him, and lay lint up for 
theJllseh"es trf'astJres ou eartlt; hut this the great 
" hore på

elh o\'er, because. lie IUH,
 of God was 
lIc:ver in her, ß&Y, hut she 10\ es them most, who 
most brf'ak the Lord's comnrancJ, and lay up the 
m(
st trea
mre on earth, aud wilhont that, she re- 
gan1s none either in chili eh or 
late. 
Aud what ifit sholild now be queried; whether 
there is lJot (even unto tlJi
 day) as gl'pat abomi- 
llation
, and a
 cort'lipt idolatl'Y to be found in 
Eug-huHt (under a specion
 profession of the Gos- 
pel), as was in Israel in the fJays of Solomon, 
whf'1l he sf>rved Ashtoret.h and the abominations 
of the Ife
tlien? for now, if the lu
t of the t)
:sb, 
the lu
t of the eye, alili the pride of life, foihonJd 
be sen ed C:i.HIIHH''fed unto by prof(:
secl Christians, 
"hat will their profes
ion of the glorious Gospel 
do for them, but adcl to their condemuatioll, if so 
be, that the tl
rone ofiniqnity, and the cha.ubers of 
imagery, slJOultl 
et ùe standing, and priu('jpali- 
ties m:d powers j3ined together in church and 
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state, to the upholding of spiritual wickedness in 
their high places? l{no surely Gotl will not he 
mocked, who is not as a man, to he put off with a 
specious 
pmLlaU('e of reformation; for he 
f'es 
all tbin
;s just as they are, and will brjng thelll 
. 
into judg-ment, with every secret work. 
And if Sat:HI found the nleans of tripping up 
the heels of Solomon, and drawing away his heal't, 
by means of that wealth, which was given as a 
hlessing, undes' the fa\'our of heaven, how fear- . 
ful then, must be the state of him, who co,'eteth 
an evil covetousness to his house, that he may 
set his nest on high, that so he may be delivered 
from the power of evil? and if woe was proc1aim. 
cd again
t them in the times of the law, 
what shaH bf>come of such as profess the 
Gospel, while they would set their nest on high, 
amollg the 11IIc1t-'iln IJirc1s? and not only take de- 
light in that ht'igllt and greatness procured by 
an evil co\'etonsnf'ss; but eveu think it a preser- 
vation from e,'i1, or a means to deliver from the 
calamilif:>s which overtake and overturn states 
aUf) nations? 
But if that eye woulù, or could be opelled, 
which the gorl of this world hlinrleth, then they 
might see, that they themseh'es, with thí:ir pomp 
and sf ate, anrl the iuiquity set up in a nation 
thl'ou 6 h tbe illfluence of such example, is one 
gn.\at cause of that evil which they fear; yea, even 
of the Lord's judgments, which sometimes seem 
ready to break forth upon a ualion or people; 
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but which the l1ubelie,"e.' g'oes about to aCCOl1l1t 
fc)l', as men do the fate of their hattle
, who 
ttri- 
. hute the 811C'ce:S8 thereof to tllt.-ir owu \\ isdom, or 
tn the feats of some of thf!,ir IlPrOí'8. and so make 
little acc.onnt, to blaspheme (ill effect) the pro,i- 
deuce of God, which alone permits, nphold
, and 
orders aU t hiugs; and is he not all iufidel indeed, 
(thong-I. a hiöh profe
silJg Ch..i
tian,) who cannot 
see, that the Lord lou's righteommess aud hates 
iniquity; who oler-rules all, anù will in IJO wi
e 
Jet the g-nilty go unpunishe(l, e"-cept they repcllt 
and amend their ways and theit. doings? mHJ are 
they not unhc1ie\'ers, and like the Ileathen, who 
imagine, that hOllom' and digl1ity, should any ways 
cOllsist in pomp and SIIOW, which mllst be support- 
ed by destructive e"'pelJse? 
I am aware that mo
t would call such reaso- 
uillg. the fruit of wiltJ ignorance, \\" h
ch kuows 
nothing of the greatness aud the pomp needful 
for rulers to maintain, in order to cOUJllJaud res- 
pect aud authority, auù appear great and liLeral r* 


· It would he too t('rlion
 to <l1l"\\'cr the 
reat outcry, and many 
objections, that some would malit, a
ainst "hat they would call the 
Ill)velty of this sort of reêlsoning, as being subversive of any idea of 
liberality; I ma)" only remind such, (thou
h I kno\\' that I cannot 
com ince them,) that true greatness and liberality is one thing, amI 
proili1.lality (Juite another. )ca, so 'different, tltat while liherality 
may be called a Teal virtuf', so far may waslin
 ami prodigality be 
called a vice, jnst as we might say (by \\ay of cpmparison), that, 
although industry is a virtue, yet if a man work himself to death,. 
knO\\<ing that his over-exertion might have !luch effect; shouJd 
Dot tbat be considered a crime, borderin
 011 suicide? 
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Answer-althongh I ha\e little, or no know- 
ledge of such affairs, yet 1 ha\'e a mind, and can 
at times feel, and hewail the great folly which yet 
ahountls in the world, and e:-,pecial1y among
t 
some of the higher orders; and may ten him that 
woultJ plead for expensive pomp3 (as bf:ing Heedful 
to cOlllllJand refõ'pect,) that 
uch wisdom is flom 
beneath, in the council of the deceiver, more sub- 
tile than all the beasts of the field; and do not 
snch say hi effect, (even while they df'uy it in 
word,) that HOW, althongh onr pl'Lfession be Chris. 
tian, let the practice of our I'ulers must be Heath- 
en, in order to comma)}tl respect and authority? 
and let me ask such a one again, whether it is 
1I0t rather, a lit! Ie foolish base mind, that e\'er 
thougoht he should he the 1Il00'e re
pected, for 
being clog-
ed aud cumbered with a deal of ill- 
gotten Pdinted dirt? who does he think would 
rf'g-ard him, 011 such accoulJt? surely none, except 
fouls or knaves, for ill the sight of all the honest 
and the wisf', it is righteousness which exalteth a 
nation, and that is it, which ,,"ould also exalt its 
rulers, establish tl)f
ir a,Ú!aul"ity, alHI UJétke lhem 
truly houoliraLle? and it is tlaat alolJe, which can 
gÌ\'e a \Veil groundetJ hopt> of the favour of God, 
and procure that honour 01' submission from men, 
which is due to rulers, 
And seeing' the time that now is, it is high time 
to awake ont of 
lpep; awl )'E'that prl,ft>ss Christ, 
if Yf' kllo\V his day to be at hand, aud if ye helieve 
in hi:s light, which is uear; Lring yo
.. deeds lhere- 
R R 



310 


unto, that so ye may see, whether they be such as 
please God, or whether they please him not, 
whkb is of more importanc
 to you, than tlH"olles 
or sceptres, that soou pass away? G(\d hath gi\'en 
to everyone, a measure of his light, which comes 
by Jesus Christ, which, if ye hate, it \\ ill be lour 
condemnation, for it is the condemnation of all 
who love darkness rather than the light, because 
their deeds are evil; uut he that doth truth, com- 
eth to the light, that his deeùs may be reproved 
and made Illanifest, whether they al'e wrought in 
God; and this i
 the Gospel message, that light 
is come into the world, and that God is light, and 
in him" is no darkness at all. 
Behold then the great message of glad tidings, 
which concerns all mankind: and if the rulers 
take heed thereto, that is what would make them 
honourable, as the Lord saith," if any man sel"\'e 
DIe, him will my Fathel' honour ;" and no man can 
sen'e him, while he rejects and sJjg"hts his light and 
grace, which comes by him, to teach all, " to de- 
ny ungodliness and the world's lusts, and to 
live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this pre- 
sent world, looking for lhat hlessed hope, alld 
the glorious appearillg of the great God and our 
Saviuur Jesus Christ; who gave him
elf for liS, 
that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and pu- 
rify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works." (Titus ii.) That is the witness for 
God in the conscience, which is truth, and can- 
t) Qot lie nor Batter any: ob! that the rulers would 
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bring their deeds unto it, which would not dèceive 
yon; if ye deal fai.;y with YOllr own souls, it 
would speak the truth anti no lie; and would 
shew what is yet a lacking (for it is light) and 
wonld shew, \\ hether there is not, (even to this 
day,) many things, which ought not to be once na- 
med amongst the rulers of a peculiar people, zeal- 
ous of good works? and whether there is not yet, 
some of the old heathen leaven, which would still 
strive to bear rule, by means somewhat like the 
'Old pagan pomp and grandeur? even like tbe 
princes of the unbelievers, whom the Lord said his 
followers should not be like? and whether there 
is not still, a great want of faith, in the purity, 

implicif.y, efficacy, and stahility, in a worù, the 
glory, which the wisdom of God would estahlish 
in the councils of his redeemed people, if they 
were di
posed to be ordered hy his wisdom, in 
all godly sincerity and honesty? 
Some may object and say, that I don't appear 

ensible of what a favour it is, to live under our 
valuable constitution. 
Answer-I have said already, that, little as I 
know, I esteem it a favour to live under such a 
government, which, compared with others that I 
have heard of, I don't know of any like it in many 
respects; so that I wish well to it with all my 
heart, and that what is amiss may be set right; 
howbeit, I attribute, the wen ordering, tn the mercy 
of God, rather than to mal); and I earnestly 
det:ïire, that our l'ulers, who bave so great ana.,. 
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ørduons a wpig
)t upon them, may be fat'onred 
with wisdom frum God, and a Iwart to spal"ch tho- 
roughly, aud 8
e, whether there he any accursed 
thing cOlwealpd amo!J
st them, which is a cau
e 
of great he
t\iiness, and of divine displeasure? I 
say concealed, because the eye hath been closed 
wt.ieh conld see it; so that the hack is bowed 
down unto this day, even hy the weight of that 
thing, \\ hich Satan hath bound upon the daughter 
of pl'ofe
sing ] srael, thesf' many years: 80 that if 
e\er 
e come to he 10o
ed from that great iufirmi- 
t
.. it mllst be, by the mi
hty power of Him. ,\'ho 
is L')rd of the Sahhath day, unto whose people 
tlH're remaineth re!ò\t and Iwace: lmt then, if )'e 
would he his people inrleed and in truth, child ren 
that "ill not lie, of whom he would he the Sa- 
,iour, ye must know him that would cast out 
that e\'i1 
pirit, and spoil pHII' h)'porritical rest; 
call le and )'ol1r chief- priests bear him to heal on 
your Sahbath day? will it offeud lOll, to have 
your falsp rest òisturhed, {','en the rest that ye 
'Would take as ill a lIt'filed bpd, which 
 ill prove 
too short, and the ('o'-t'rillg too nano\\', Iwing at 
be
t, bnt of the \\orks uf that law which is under 
the Cllr
e ? 
But he\\'are that )'C be not oRèn-ded in Him, 
that is IIIP way, tIle truth, 31HI the lift
, who alone 
can lay tile axp to the ront of t he corrupt tree; 
bill shall I say, for my part, tht' mf'S!'iag-e is '-mto 
yon, in tlU' ffOar and dread of the Lord, the God of 
11eaven and the whole earth; tbat if )'e would 
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rerei"e him in the way of his coming, J'e must 
brillg forth frnits Inept for' repent allct'; and if ever 
Yf> COIIJt> to know Clari
t to reipl amongst you in 
ri;.d'te()usu

8, and to decree justice aud judgment 
thl'nn
h you, ye 1II11st first he willillg to loose 
SOIUt' l1f'a\'
' hllrthelJs, {'\'en in the outward malll- 
mora, which is e\'ell grie\ OliS for 
'ollrs('h'es to 
hear, alld \Vhid, i!S (to 
ome of you) as the riches 
of unrig;hteollslless; because that ye ha\'e Leen 
taking too much, alld gi\'i'lg' too lUuch, alld spend- 
ing- too nHlch, auet appf'arill
 too great aud too 
wallton IIpOIl the earth; so that the Lord is weary 
"ith forhearing. alld will 1I0t 31 wa
 s bear )'onr 
pomp; and seeing that he llath done more for 
)'Oll thall for other natiou:-;, :shall he not therefore, 
require the more at your hantls? even that )e 
should be a kind of first 'rnits, of that ri
hteons 
order amI 
ovel'lIlIJelit which he would ha \'e set 
up in tbe Ilations that will receive it; aud oh ! that 
ye may not thrnst it away from you, amI" 80 prove 
yoursf'hes unworthy of his mercies! 
And this kllOw, that if ye sene IIim, ye cannot 
p>lease yourseh es in the fir
t "LiCe, but mnst be 
willing, even in that ISfBse, to lea \'e )'onr great 
euormous customary recf'ip

, which 110W, \\ ith 
some of you, seems like a gift that hlindeth the 
miud and pervel'teth judgment 
 but if (on the 
other hand,) 
 e seek the Lord for true greatness 
of soul, to Jay them dowll as a free will ofleriug, 
at his foobtool, methillks that J see in his light, 

hat it would be, e\'en ) et, (at this late hour,) an 
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acceptahle sacrifice of a S\'; t'et f'avour; and that 
then, light woulll spring up amolJg
t )'OU, yea, 
even a measure of that light, in which all the ua- 
tions of thf>1U that are s3,-ed must walk; and if 
ye did belie\'t:' aud walk therein, aud do the truth, 
it would reprove all your e"il deeds, and give power 
over them, fur the light of Christ is the light of 
Jiie, uy which )'e might become cbildren of the 
Jight, and of his day. 
Aud they that thus serve the Lord he would 
honour, 'ea j and if the rule.'s did sO honour him, 
.' 
be would exalt eH'11 the outward law (or order of 
the crea
ion,) aaad make it honourable in their 
hamis, and 
o they 
h()nld kuow, (if they (oHow 
on to know the Lord,) that it is "the righteous 
which hold ou their way, ami men of clean hands 
grow strouger aurl stroogel';" aud ye should tsee, 
(if 
he eye be opened,) that the thing which ye 
thought higldy esteemed." is an abomination, 
and that which )"e thought l1
edful, for the health, 
strength, aud hononr of the state, is a very cause 
of sicku{'ss, \\'eaklJe:s
, and di
grace thereunto, al
d, 
a cause of great d ruJgery unto rulers, yea, e\'en 
\\ orse and harder to Lear, than lhe whule res- 
pow.;ibility of their admilli
trat.ion, (if I should be 
allowed to speak plaiuly,) I mean tbe general 
course of life aud manuel'S, winch hath been 
gendered by the acquisition of over much wealth; 
aud uecome 80 famiiiar with use, aud so establislJ- 
ed hy vain custom, as no\'\' lo be thought, 1I0t only 
honourable, Lut C\'ell iudi
pe(JsaLle, which if they 
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could see and feel as it really is, would n'lther 

ppear like dl'ag
irJg along, an old dt'ad filthy 
carcass, (('J'awliug with worms,) which though 
cllained to them by custom, Jet nevertheless, 
need a large portion of depra\'it.y, to give a relish 
for such an evil savour, which, to a clean, sounrl, 
healthy mind, which Iht> Lord c1eanseth, wou1d 
appear neither gl'a{
eful, grateful, nor healthful, 
nay, but disgraceful, mlUSPOI1S, and pitifu1. 
Oh, England! England! and the nations there- 
of, what win become of many great ones of the 
higher orders, if they still go on, 
eeking out 
wealth and many in\'entions to consume it upon 
their ungodly lusts? 011! the many imaginary 
wants, and the abomination of their evil example 
in the world! what great skill is displayed, to 
waste precious time, and destroy the good crea- 
tures of God, as the various debaucheries of their 
private and pq,hlic amusements may bear witll{,ss? 
all of which, b
ing performed 
o seemingly grace- 
ful, and dresse;} up with such deceit and dissimu- 
lation, as might lead olle to conclude, that. the 
whole mask \Vas wrought hy Satan's own finger, 
beillg throughuut, quite of a piece, with their 
theatres, revels, games, toa!Sts ami sports; grown 
Sf) common and familiar, that many may almost 
forget whether such things exi
t at all, and others 
again, seem to think that thf'Y could not Ii\'e with- 
out them, while thousands of tl!c poor are at their 
wits' cud to sustain life
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That is the nation, (fa \'onr
d aho\Te odwr!"l,) of 
wlJich it mal be said, what could the Lord ha\e 
done for a nalioll, \'\ hidl he h.illa not done ilJ it? 
and \\ i1l he not look iulD it fur fruils of righteous- 
ne
s, !"Ieein
 that il,is a natiun, ",hid. can Loast of 
being enlightelled hC}'cJnd others? 'VI.II, yea, 
thrice happy had they heen, did- they hut helie\ e 
ami walk in the light, as mauy amon
st them ha\'e 
(]one, (who were as the sa1t of the earth,) then 
should the Lord ha\e taken delight in these lIa- 
tions, and the
' should I,a\e bef:'1I1he glory of the 
world; 80 tlti1t \\'e ha(1 Beetl to lwwéll'e, anti 
rememb
r tlu:) lamentation ()\pr a p{)op1e fa\"ol1n
d 
ill like manuel', of wllOm it waf-' !"laid, " the crown 
is fallen from our hpad; wo
 unto ns that we 
hate sinned ;" aUf) a
ailJ, ., woe is me for' my 
hnrt, my wound is grip\.on....;" whPII tlH-' Proplwt 
saw how the Lonl wonl.1 s1in2" out the inhabitants 
of t hp lalul 
 (Jer, x, L1l1Jll'11t v) 
'Vhich, that it l1IêlY lJe\t-'r lIP wholly applicahle 
to tl)p
e favoured uatiolls, or tlw l'IIJf'r
, my S0l11 
and 'pi..il cr:nf:'l"; hut that tllPY Ulay he 
o arolJsed 
to f
al" the Lord, a
 10 apply II...il" Iw:ufs to wis- 
dom, e\'en to 1111-' lig'ht of Chri
t, (whif'h is tl.e 
wi:srlom and pO\'H>r of God,) that wOIII.l 
hnW' 
many ofthelll, how very fa I' thc-->y aft-> f..om walking 
in aC'ef'ptalH'e h..fore t lie Lord of flo!o;ts, '" 1.0 is 
able to ('hau
e tlwir 
Iory ns in a IIJOnJPllt, atHI 
roll it III' a
 a I"f'll1l1 i:-: 1'(,IIt'd tugH 1"'1"; dt, that 
they wuultl teal' him iluleed! who is able to blow 
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ftway all the deceitful works with one Llast of 
breath.:!!: 
It was said of [srael, \\ hom the Lord nOl1ri
h- 
ed aud brought dp. (and drove Ollt the heatheu 
from before them,) " I have nouri
hed and brought 
up children, aud tlJeY laa\'e rebelled against me: 
the ox knoweth his OWllel, aud the ass hi", nlas- 
ter's crib; but Israel doth not know, my ppople 
cloth not con5tjder;" to 
\'hom he calls, saying, " Ah 
sinful nation, a people laden with iuiquity, a seed 
of evil doers, childrcn that arc corrupt
rs; they 
have forsaken the I
ol'd, tlaey have provoked the 
floly Que of Israel uutu anger. (/saialt i.) 
And HOW, will his fa\'oured nation, at this day 
('(H1Sidpr, aud know the Lord, apd se1"\'e LitH with 
a perfect heart, 
md wi
J:ng mi'}(l? alas! woe is 
me, becau

 that for many aml)ng8t tbf'm, (and 
e\en SOUle of thp rnlel's) it looks as if there is 110 


!II 'Ve lllay perceive, even in our own time, a most signal display of 
the Lord's over-ruling power in the kingdoms of this \\ orld-onlj look 
at the late convulsion in France; behold tÌJat nation, sianding almost 
alone, and even making bead, against the power, intuest, and policy, 
of the combined forces, of ElUp
rol's, Kings, Princes, States, Popes, 
Priests and Prdi:ltes, &c. and on the other hand, see them again, 
(afkr having vanquished tlu:m all,) assa)ing to warch furiously 
through the world; with Emperors, Kings, Princes, States, Priests and 
Prelates, aU on their side, when UU'ir mighty legions were hurled 
down, with all their train of armies aud allies :-some might say 
that there \\ as a cause for such changes; anrl so there '\-as, )-ca.and a 
very different cause too, from that \\ hjeh the iufillel would assign,yea, 
verily, there was a cause, \\,hich was according to his permission, 
..ithout which, even a sl'anow caaliol faU to the ground. 
S S 
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bnpe; lea, alas, for three reaSOlJ
, there is 1ittle!r 
)iltle hope, and because of a fourth, the wound ap- 
I)ear
 illC'uralJ1e. 
nt'cause that Illany of the cnstoms of the peo- 
ple are vain, aud as some in old time, chose their 
0\\ n W3)'
, wlJich were not gooù, Iwithe.' walked 
they ill the- way of the Lord, but a deceitful heart 
c
l1sed them to err: so that the Lord removed 
them from being rulers, and hy ltis power bl'onght 
in others in their 100111; \\ ho neverthe)e
s, ha ve 
gone after many of their liberties, to sen'e the 
1I1st of the flesh, \\ bif'h the Lard abhors. Aud 
now serolldly, because it is the custom, and the 
heart gops after it, the people will not consider.. 
hilt hold up the same tlJÌng still, as if they cOl1cei- 
ved, that cu
tom and old usa
e should conSécrate 
or sanctif) co....uptioll ; they uphold an old clJstom 
(becanse they like it,) until it would throw them- 

ehes dOWIi into the pit, becau
e of which the 
heart he('oUlpg 
ros!':, the ear heavy, and the eye 
closed froll) St,pillj.{; he('al1
e (If which, they kllow 
not tel \\ aU... ill the )i
ht of the Lord, ueither consi- 
det' the f\l't 1 ratlOl1 of Ili
 hand, 80 as thoroughly to 
amelld their ways aud their doings. 
Auù al
u for this, there i
 liUle hope, even be- 
caUðe ('f the corrupt lawyers, who are 
till what 
the Lord saiù they \\ ('re, even such as take away 
the l"ey of knowledge, yea, such as would not 
only take aW3Y anJ confùse the kl10wledge of 
Cùd, but (-'w'n take aW3)' the key of all sound ra- 
tional commou seuse, which was clear and émple
 



3]9 


:nntil they made it intricate, and confu;ò;ed, muddy, 
.aud corrupt; and many of them show hy their 
ways, that they have not a 
ood conscience to- 
Wat'd God aud man, inasmuch as with all their 
skill and craft, they labour to makf\ ri;;ht appear 
wrong, and wrong, right; to pnt trnth for false- 
hood, and lies for truth; ancl he who appears the 
greatest work-master in that horrihle science, of 
perverting the truth, and turning of thil1 ð s I1p!'òidc 
down, is considered 
reatest, aUfl thus the most 
viJe persoll is thought most honourable. 
Bnt aho'7e all, that which makes the wound ap- 
pear incurable, is tlJe evil influén('e of the covetous 
priests, that can never have enough; who destroy 
the people, and by their example embolden them 
in iniquity, e"en by beholding amongst some of 
them and their families, as nnny imaginary wants, 
and as great proppnsity to live lJeliciously, as ever 
appeared among the heathen; while at the same 
time, the}' profess to be denying thelUsel ves, tak- 
ing up their cross, and learniug of a Ineek and 
lowly Saviour; and the people think so too, unto 
\V hom they cry, peace, so long as they put into their 
mOllths,(when yet there is no peac"e) \\ hi Ie tllf'y'heal 
the hurt of the people slightly, anfl ca
t stnmLling- 
Llocks before them" and eat t
)at which is sacriti- 
ced to théir idol, for the glory of the world, and 
the wisdom thereof, that is their idol; and by 
their example, the ppop!e are eil
holdeued to par- 
take of that winch i
 
dcrificLù therenuto, evel1 to 
the god of this world, ,\t he.'cby the conscience of 
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the weak is defiled, and tbe Lord dishonnured, 
even uy serving other gods and glorying therein, 
which is fornication spiritually; the love not being 
chaste anù pure unto the Lord, because they 
know him not, neither will they cousit.ler. 
Thprefore, is there not now, full as great cause 
of mourning, as when tlte Lord proclaimed the 
command ,. to cousirler, aud call for th
 mourning 
women, to teach their (laughters wailing, and 
everyone her lIeighbolir lamentation ;" becausp of 
what came to pa3
, \\ hen (through deceit) tlae peo- 
ple refused to know the Lord, neither oh{-)'ed his 
voice" W!10 sailh, " let not the wise man f!;lory in his 
wis(lom. neither let the mighty man glory in his 
111iglat, let not the rich man glory in his riches. 
but let him that glorieth glory in this, that he 
understaudeth and knoweth me, that I am the 
Lore), which exercise lo\'illg- kiurluf'
s, judgment, 
anù righteouslless, in the earth; for in these things 
I de)i
ht, saith the Lorrl ;" who 8ailh, that he 
would pUlli:.,h all the lJ()lI
e of Israel, which 
(while pr,)fes
ing lhe cirC'lI ilwisioll), were uncir- 
cumc'ised in heart. (See Jercm. ix ) 
A ad how can they uuderstand or know the 
Lord, who regard llJt his law, hut glory in their 
wi
d()111 aud ill tbeir riches? I"j Hot th:1t a man's 
god ill whi{'h he glürieth, (whatsoever it may be,) 
\v hi Ie a mere empty proft:'
siull is but h) pocrisy ? 
A nel G ud "ill O1Je day make the hypocrite to 
tn.-n.ble, (in a 
ell
{' of judgment to come,) who 
k11o\\ Eth l
Ot the Lord's I igbteousncss and tempe.. 
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rauce, but having on a righteollsness and tempe- 
rance of their own, while the eye and e
pectatiou 
is after money, like l;'elix, alld like him, the 
mOIJeY-lllong-er would 
till put by the reprover, 
(at be:st) saying,
go thy way for this time; when 
I have a COII\'euit.nt season, I win can tor thee; 
so saith the wordling, who "ould not ba\e his 
con veuience disturbed, and 80, would never find 
it convenient to suomit 1111tO the righteousness alld 
temperance which is of God. Oh! tbat such 
would tremble iudecd, so as to witness redemp- 
tion before it he too late, that so lbey may not 
come before the judgment, where the gulf is 
1h,ed, aud 110 pa
silJg frona thel)l
e; Lut that their 
sins may be opened before them, goi(J
 before- 
hand unto the judgmeut of him, who for jndg- 
U1eut came into tbe world, that the Llil)d ma}' set.., 
and that the eye wl.idt sees glory in \'aniLy alatl 
lies, nlay be made blind. 
'1'hat eVf'n thus, oh Lord COlI .Almighty! the 
prince of this world way he jndged, by thy 
powcr, \\ ho hath all power ill hea\'eu aud earlh, 
that so the god of this world, wh;ch hliudt:'th the 
milld, may be judged, aud that tilt-' deceiver, the wolf 
in the sheep's clothillg, (\\ ho is iu wareHy ravenous 
after gain,) may be 
pen aud 
trjpped of his fabe 
cUH
ring, aud of all the deceÍ\'ablpness of uuright- 
eou
ne8S; yea, c\'ell dmnge him, oh thou Lamb 
immaculate! if l.e möy Le changeò, that so 
the wolf mety yet lie dùwtJ with the lamb, and 
that such as ha\ e Lecn like the leoparJ, even 
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spotted all o'"er with sin, may be made meet to 
lie down with thy kids, beil
g changed by thy aU 
renovating power, oh Lord Almighty! by which 
the world was maùe, who hath power over dt'atb 
and hell; oh! limit the po\\er thereof, which 
comes hy sin, and cast down the heast, the whore, 
and the false prophet, that they may not always 
deceive the nations, but that tM 
lory, the wis- 
dom, and the pomp of l\]ystery, Babylon, with 
all her filthiness of flesh aud !!'pirit, may be (as a 
great mill-stone) cast into the sea; that the earth 
may be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the 
Lord, as _ the \\ aters cover the sea; oh! thus yet 
reign, fOl' Thou only art worthy, worthy, who is the 
Lle
secl aud only Potentatt', the I(ing of Kings,anrl 
Lord of Lords, \" ho only hath itl1mortality dwel- 
ling in the light, UlJto whom be all honour and 
gl
ry aud power e\erlasting; Amco. 
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CONCLUSION. 


And now, ha\'iug (according to the ability given 
Ine,) written somrthing of that which hath turned 
upon my mind at times for years past; ] shan 
conclude with a few liues of the third aud fourth 
Chapters of l\1icah, speaking on this wise :- 
" Heal' this, I pray you, ye heads of the hOllse 
" of J acoL, and princes of the house of Israel, 
"that abhor judgment, and pen"ert all equity. 
H '""fhey build up Zion with blood, aud Jerusalen1 
""ith iuiquity.- The heads thereof judge for 
"reward, and the priests thereof tcach for hire
 
"and tI.e vrophets thereof divine for money: yet 
" will they leala upon the Lord, and say, is not 
" the Lord among us? none' evil can come upon 
"us. Therefore 
hall Zion for your sake be 
" ploughed as a field, áUt! Jerusaleln shall become 
" heaps, aurl the mountain of the house a
 the 
" high places of the forest. 
" But in the last da)'s it shall come to pass, 
"that the ulouutain of the house of the Lord 
" shaH be estahlished ill the top of the mountains; 
"anù it 
hall Le exalted above the hills, and 
"people shall flow nnto it.-Aud filany nation
 
" shall come, and 
ay, come, anrllet us go up to 
" the mouutaiu of the Lord, anù to the house of 
" the God of Jacob; aud he will teach us of his. 
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" way
, and we wiil walk in his paths; (01" the 
" law slmll go forth of Zion, and the wOl'd of the 
" Lord from Jerusa!em,-Anil he shall juùge 
" aHlong many pf'ople, anrl rebuke strong- nations 
h afar off; and 1 hey shall beat their 
\\'ords iuto 
" pJoughshal'es, and thcir spears in
o prnning- 
" hook
; natio1J 
hall not lift np a 8\'\'ord against 
U natinn, neither shall they lcarn war any more.- 
" But they shaH fo;it every man unùer his \ iue and 
" (Juder his fig (ree; alld uune shaH make them 
" afrairl; for the mouth of the Lord of hosti 
" hath spoken it." 


1'IIE E
l). 


JOHN BULL, Printer, ) 
Waterford, ) 
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